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Radio 


URGENT 


TO : ALL FIELD DIVISIONS 
PROM: DIRECTOR, FBI - 6-6-68 - 


□ Teletype 


MURKTN. 


FOR INFORMATION ALL OFFICES ANDNOT TO BE_JaiBGJLQSED TO ANYONE 
OUTSIDE OP OFFICE IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THROUGH INVESTIGATION THAT 






^ 


SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY RESIDED IN CANADA raOj^'AffilL 8, 1968 UNTIL 


MAY 6, 1968 UNDER NAMES PAUL BRIDGMAN 




RAMON GEORGE SNEYD 


':kJH 


SUBJECT DEPARTED CANADA FOR LONDOiJ^ ENGLAND, ON MAY 6 LAST AS 
SNEYD AND IS BELIEVED USING G^AD IAN PASSPORT IN THAT NAME. 

SUBJECT BELIEVED TO BE WEARING GLASSES. 

' IN VIEW OP ABOVE DEVELOPMENTS REVIEW OF DRIVER'S LICENSE 

BUREAU RECORDS AS REQUESTED IN BUREAU RADIOGRAM MAY 21 LAST MAY BE 
DISCONTINUED. 

OFFICES COVERING POINTS OP ENTRANCE INTO U.S. SHOULD PLACE 

APPROPRIATE STOPS WITH BORDER AND CUSTOM AUTHORITIESUNDER NAME OP 

« 

RAMON GEORGE SNEYD. NO INDICATION V/HATSOEVER SHOULD BE GIVEN THAT 


THERE IS ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN SNEYD AND KING ASSASSINATION. YOU 




MAY ADVISE AUTHORITIES THAT INDIVIDUAL USING NAME SNEYD IS BEING 
SOUGHT BY FBI FOR UNLAV/PUL PLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT FOR CHARGE OF 


ROBBERY. 

(CONTINUED) END PAGE -1 
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// the intelligence contained in the gSove message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau* s cryptographic systems* ^ 



INDEXED 
FILED 


HH 5233 l>Dcld:59ie2492 Page 2 





•- i - 

page -2« 

FOR INFORMATION ‘OF BORDER OFFICES SHERE IS ACTUAL PERSON RE- 
SIDING IN TOTONTOy CANADA, WHO IS EMPLOYED BY TORONTO POLICE DE- 
PARTMENT NAMED RAMON GEORGE SNEYD. THIS INDIVIDUAL'S NAME AND DATE 
OP BIRTH USED BY SUBJECT IN OBTAINING PASSPORT-. THIS IS FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION IN EVENT BORDER: STOPS DISCLOSE THAT INDIVIDUAL NAMED 
SNEYD IS ENTERING YOTOl TERRITORY.' COPIESMAILED WPO. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS., ' , . 


TOR: 1:35 PM -cfg 
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. - ^ Re : • SHGWEEM ' . • ■ . . ^ 


• On 


• interview,: liiss- 
. weeks . ago, she : 


6 o> contact whs maiSe. with SYLVIA SN^b: 
Houston, telephone number ^3-2874. In 
POWBEH advised „that ,approxlraately eight 
t 'Houstoji^ Texas with J. R»- FREEMAN ^ a 


friend, and her sister ^ GLENBA BAILEY, d estlhation,- La' Ross, : 


Louisiana,, Miss SNONLlN further stated ^hah after staying in. 
LaRose a couple of days,; they drove 'to Meniphla, where she . 

. obtained work at the IChite Stork Lounge, She stated she tforked 
there three days and left because she was mad at a boy. friend 
and departed to Jackson, Mississippi... She said after; stayins 
in- Japkson, Mississippi, thfy drove tp ifefldian, ■Mississippi 
for a short period of time .and then went. to. LaRose,. Louisiana, 
agafei for one Tnonth:; and then .came back. home, she stated that 
.she felt the whole trip took' about .six 'weeks , 


. • ; ,, ■ - Miss SNOIIDEN' advised "'that ; J.R,. FREEMAN stayed, in ' 

■’■ Memphis,, and she • has not. heard from hini: hince. She further 
' Stated that ., JII#IY STOTIS did not make the trip and. Is 1 lying 
with 'her; at this address... Sh® said he. works .as a -welder in 
. Houstd'n at ■the ' Pipefitters Local... Miss-...SNONDEN further , 

"■ advlsd'd she has no assOGlation 'br hoB.tilities, toward ‘■flARTIN ., 
IirmER.EING'a^ She never heard of . ERIC STARVO GALT, ; ' 

■ .aka- James EarlRay before seeing the /ha'fe^.-.- in the newspaper, 

■ She said JIfiMf 'STtrlTS has never heen 'in- ah^ police trouble, 

■ .■ and he has no assoc3.atlo'n to her. Imowiedge with the RING 


.asSassinatloh.- 





ekson 


■ 1 New Or lei 
1 Houston 
. : JSW/s:Jto :,(- 5 )> , 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFr) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO ; SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) 


FROM : SA THOMAS E. BURG (P) 



date: 


subject: murkIN 

On 5/31/68, Detective Sergeant WALTER CADE, 
Laurel Police Department, Laurel, Miss., stated that 
at present he knows of no armed robberies or burglaries 
in the jurisdiction of the Laurel Police Department 
involving large sums of money in which the subject has 
not been identified or apprehended. He stated that 
during the period of April, 1967, to April, 1968, the 
largest amount taken in any one robbery or burglary 
was approximately $2,000. CADE advised that he would 
keep imder consideration the fact that JAMES EARL RAY 
has been spending a considerable sum of money and should 
any crime come to light which involves such a sum, he 
would consider RAY a suspect in this matter and act 
accordingly. 




2 - Jack4^ Q57-9586) 

TEB/bis ^ej:: 

< 2 ) cfi 






s'CS 
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5/31/68 


AIRTEL • 


AIRMAIL 


, ' ' i ; , ; 


FROM ; 

t 

SUBJECT: 


'sACi^ •.RbUSOT"'- (44-1509) ’ 

SAC, " MEW ORLEANS :( 157“ 10673> (P) 


CR 


•** K 


Re Jackson airtel to Houston 5/^68 


I . 



On 5/28/08, 'Miss COTOIA OLIPHANT, . Clerk,. Cj'edit^ 
Bureau of Thibodaux, 100 Green Street, advised that she had 
no record identif iable with GLENDA- WMINSON or GELMA ' 
WILKIM^Wo ' ‘ ; / ; ' . . ■ 

‘ A* check of the Lafourche telephone directory fMled 
to .reflect any, listing for GLEBPA WILKINSON.- 

' - , * . * , I 

* 1 * ‘ ■ I ' . • * 

■■'Capfain BOTY, MUSk), Lafourche -Parish' Sheriff’s -• 
Office, Thibodaux, La., advised that he had no record 
■identifiable with GLENDA WILKINSON. He stated, that- this' 
individual was unknown to him and that there were numerous 
bars that employed barmaids in LaRose, La. *. 


LEADS 


HOUSTON " 

■memmmaaKMstiittomemeaamm • 

" : V "■ AT HOUSTON o ,., TEXAS ' ■ ' O ’ - 

, Will: 'contact SYL¥IA,;SNOWDEN, telephone <©3^2874, 
and attempt : tO; obtain address; for her ' sister , ’ GLENDA 
WILKINSON . so., that-' she , may,- be ••■■interviewed ’.pursuant" to ", 
.’■"referenced'- commUnicatldn. -•' ’'=■'■■'■ 

.''■.2-Houston 

f ’Jackson "( 157-9586)-, < Info)- 
New Orleans- ■ . 

RAB:mah ■ ■.;■•■-■■'■•'• ''' ’'•■■■ >■■'.'• 

(5) 



SEARGKED 

SQllAUZEb. 

■ * » 


fl.LP 



1.A 
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'*■ 




:% 

, '» >■ - • 






0/3i/6$r< 


> * * .4 * L • 




v: 


•. •« 


- .>■ 



■toeep 

..and’-. 

of 




*•1 • ^ 



Bur a s , .- LaV., ■ -- 
>2$ >■ 1968 , that ; he has ; 

i-p pffshor0,v4r4-llipgvfdr ■ ]P^xiirod/lh?lldin Co.., ■ 
'.bdS't. of '.his roGOlldctipP he''''fe ^df ^tlie'.Vkilllag .r 

' 'dd .a. r4g;''in-tttie'':5Juif : of . ' 




7:^’ 

h-^ 


> * ' 




ldv,ls©d' 4ha:t.i:sinc0’-’$h©/ date\:-Pf v,the<.killipg, •’ 

:!i8is'-,had; pccasipp; to ;' ;Sev©raI:''iPdividuais^ whom- -he ; 
cdnsiders :;m©mb©:^.s, '■of.’ on©;, Klanfok'.apptheP and- there;- is.'ho 
indication frdia:':.,these';,copverSa:tions^' that the -killinig..was ■: 
a Mian '-actionV-^'-' .V: ' ' '■ ■■ 




■WaS’.-.-SkO,^ 'i© .;418^-Of 

he-;.;Said' he hadvotoserved-an- 'individuai'- who';. some:what:,'reseffl^ 
MY-'in- ,a tavern rat: dusdaloosa, , Aia'bajaai'.fin the; period,- ;■ 
shortly' after'- 1/1.7/68. Individual '-'who ■■fe'seiables the - 

'.photograph of . -SAY' appeared- to be friend of ;a ' darj£~haired:^ . 
barmaid," .nam©\ ■possibly:,. KEJLli,; ' who worked,- ih; tayern' deh'ihd, ' _ ;. ■.•: 
rdohnhy.’s .Flacdr at'..;^roa’d ■.Stree't,..-.©^^^^ Greeusboro' -Avehue,. .ibe 
:.dark'"haired.>b'arma:l^^^^ has/a ;;s'id'tef .works' at- 
patls- -Bar,' 9'th''’'dtreet^a,hd'r22hd. ' e " ■:% 




iadivi' 


said- he''.;,coUld not ‘ ©ay.'- -tha t 

dual, is identical.. with lAYi., however,-- ' the; re'semblahce';;., is -.• \- 

that -the-' -iadividua.l.-- could' be -RAY,;.'^, 


2 

• 2 - 




Balias. 


Jackson (157“ 
2.'“. Kew-df leans ■•' 


:SEARCKED.= 


JNDEXED 








i V-,/.’ 
■ r ■ ^ . 

i. i' 




;n 
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r* '■ f V* . - - * ■ 

*.^» *« * o V ^ ^ ^ 


•/ ' * ' ^ ' y A y . 

. ,V**, “t .J' '* ^ ^ 

<>.}.-■' ' -‘Z'C >t, . .v 






■ U’: * 


’ V "I 


: f- vJm 


' <S 




' — ” - / * . * r. , T ^ -• , . • .j . T * V *•, -’■ Vr ' ’«•* . * "♦ 

■ .. ^ i ■ ■■"•:*A ’•*: . ‘» ^, : *. * • • . w ; ’.,. ■'^ 

.*■ r.''^.-.. .< • '• S'* 

, .^-- i t ••. . ■ ■'*'«- V" ., ■ ^ w ?■ -•• --w. ‘-'. .' 

. * :r‘y ^ '•• • > • ;■ ''*;■ * -' v ^ ^ ■ • 

- '- -'j ^-*'* * ' '■ ‘*^*X • ■, ■> ‘ * ■" ■ - ■■■ ' ., V' ■ -'3.. ' ’ 


157^10673 






m 




;■/ \.y^ . ^ . ■ 

'J * ^ jp. \ \ y., ' 


:. ■;. -r; ;j:- 




'•? .. •<- .V". u' ’• ’ ' • .' 


■: requested ,thd't;^-hi's ' •identity ^no be^.^^.’’^• 
revealedV-ais.;tbe-:s6urce, ■o,,i;$h©''. idforsnatiqb'yif -v b'e:-'', ■■•■.''” 

r" '.i 'checked -out:; ■'■■•.•^•;^'-''h^T‘; * -y rk-f- ^ 

; ■'■ ■■■'■‘ - '-'C V • '■ v'-'-" ■'%■■•• V-v' ■ ■•' V''- ;;'--^: C ■•: X'' ■%■' y-''- 1 .•;•■''■■.,■ -i' ■■ ' .. 

■ ■'■■-■•-■•"■ ■'■-''■“y/'^ay-^pf '■hhckg:fcduhdVini6rmatl6h,./c6hCer^ ■ .'•:, 

he advised , that'.i.he 'is ..khd^- to '■■seVetai FBI .' '■> '■• ■- •■ 




;:':b££ices'/\*that .fee * • ;£Q:l^erly/Grand/-j^agdn/p£/^^ "-ISaLans .■,;.'f 

-of '.••America - at 'rHotisiten.'.’ fexab‘,' aad ■ qui'i''••'in^''’i,96i'^;■^/^,^H^ said, 'he*./- 



5,;0£.',the*lKA,;^v.;ahdvtha;t^ ; 

^ '•®a^^,i^crpta!ryj^pf' . theijiilA-;.;'v-;‘ ^ 
""^'"'’in'-^S^uth ^Garolihaj 




L'.xM-.- 


_ is also. 

I’ejjprtCdiyv a .’Klaa'-'mesahey^ a:t ^Jacksph^'i.piSsissippii' 

.actuaif-khp^ledg^ '^ef;vhlS;V,ioeiB'ber,sh:iP'.r'^^^^ 

T- V ■ '"H •• V • 'V ^ -'r. -'I ^ 

“ ■ ' •>'*.■• ^ ‘i?- V" •■.•*/'.• ^ * - 7 ■ v 

\ -• • * " \ . ■, ■ 7'. - ■ V'* * . %.' ■ . ^ ^ . ■ . /. 

••/■ -'''7'/ '.'V 5 . i’ • 

••.•-. f » ■ -.. -. -. ■ '. ■ ■■' '* ’ ''i ■ r '■'■■' 9 '' -■ ' ' -T. I ' ■., ' ..- ■'" ■'■ '■ 

■ ^ ;■ . ,’ .•.• .’• ■ ■■■ ■^. [•• ' . “ ■ ^...' ; f,'’ *' ^ ''"''''f ' ’ ' '" '' ' * 

7 '■‘' ' • ^ .‘ci ■ .•■■-; -V 7‘..- ’•.. ■ \ ■■ .. ■ •■■v 7 . ^ •;• '/ 

'fc'P niikTr.ir:A4'--".'VBVfl« • :icon:tac^l^i^od;^^^ €p7-f ' ■ 




• * / 


V .S ‘ , “V7 


Building, and 

V^^as . employed with company in dfishore; - opera t ibh out 

;^'':'.'I[Ouisiana>’ •: ; ^; 




‘'jt 


ir in *' •* ^ '^*4 ^ i 4'"'— «' '■■ 

US.; '.7C 'V-^A 7 7 ■ :;:V ‘-'i ^ /- 


> . 


^ At '■ 



liil; 


sub3ect;',Mlv 


to idehtify 


••iadiyidual_';s . . , _ 

'.appeared': to. •bC' friend; '©'£', ba'rma:id;'.^at . .'-bar',, be&indii<Jphhhy '*8;.;^ 
;pi#teCt ' iden tity;‘;e£';pAitJSlF|E3^^ ■thbV'bburce'.pf ,';in£brnatiph.;" ; 






- c 


* k 


V f-' ' 


’v 'V '7 ' ‘ 

' y x.ry.. ,i... . -• u >> f,;... 

' ■•'; ■- v,. •’ ,. 

- .. * *7 .* r Sf ' ' ... 


. ,, > V . 

'*v V ’ jT .: ; , 




t-xV. 






■>'. -f* t* 


'T ' . j ^ ■. 
* V} . .. 


•; I 

. 7. 


} ■ <; 


, 


> .. 


2 >v 




4 . - 4 ^ , 


» oc^l a : ;5 ai62,4 92 - t W^e .10 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFr) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO FILE (157-9586) 

FROM : ASAC ELMER F. LINBERG 


subject: 


MURKIN 



date: 6/4/68 


SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN, Memphis Division, telephonic ally 
advised at 11:45 AM today that HOSEA WILLIAMS, Washington, D. C. 
made accusations against the Bureau that the FBI is not looking 
for Subject RAY but is standing around Washington watching the 
Poor Peoples' March. In order to blast this accusation, the 
Bureau desires to have cost figures for May immediately. JENSEN 
requested that Jackson figures be telephoned to Agent GYLFE, 
Memphis, within the next few hours in order that Memphis will be 
able to furnish a suomary to the Bureau. 


'Above information made available to Relief Supervisor 
FITZ PATRICK. / 

/ 

SA^ JENSEN advised that the RCMP has developed some 
good inforn^ion by review of passport applications at Toronto, 
Canada, review came up with a person by the name of RAMON 

GEORGE SNG^YD who recently applied for a passport and who ^tooF*T 
f light ^o London, England, 5/6/68, returned from London to 
Toronto 5/21/68. There is a real RAMON GEORGE SNEYD in the 
Toronto Telephone Directory; however, he is a Toronto policeman 
and upon interview steadfastly denies that he knows RAY and 
claims that he does not have the finances to make a trip to 
London. Apparently BAY has assumed the identity of SNEYD. The 
RCMP has further developed that the person using SNEYD 's name 
arrived in Toronto approximately 4/11/6 8 and has been residing 
at a low-level boarding house in Toronto. This development has 
not become public and should be kept confidential. 



EFL:bkb 

<2) 






aCHB) 

tRMUZED 


RtED 

JUNl4 196 

FBl-~UACKS nM 
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,.--V.s.N,DIRECTORi^'-JA;CKSpN-;AND.: i^ ^ .-I'-v 'X- ^-'VX : / • . 


MURKIN 




RE yJAip §yC>y HARD^ ; 


: -X • \ ■. y 




C\..- ■ , 

'i. ' * ’**'*''»**■ i 

V.-.'.i .•»*,' ■• 


h<’ • • ■'*■* .j-' 


\<*v . •• -■ ■ 


.f -'V‘ 

i. ,-, _ ^ 


■ W. V ' ^•' ■ 

• t'* 4-* .fi 


PHOTO RECORD FILM REFLECTS, DR ^ J . C. ’HARDINV 


ONE;XTWO NINE ARDMORE, SHREVEPORT,^ LA . , 






■* ’ ■''''■• J-*’. *^',’ ■■■’ V» . /, 
/t * ' .:• i’ .. - ’* 

■ -• "’i. .■•'• ■'■ ’>7' J:- •■'••' ■ 


- <r'V ' .; /. 


:^v V ; . 'ipyis^ INDTCE^ NEGATI>^V RE ^ANTOip , ira 


WITH JAMES ;C . -HARDIN 


' ' .'. ‘ *. • .' V ,. .A ’ . ?■-*>. i"?"' >■'"’ ■ 'V'»'’‘. .* * y ,-. 'j- ' " j' ■ 

DIN, "^,.yc .HARDINf ^ OR- JAMESX^ ;’'y '■ ’■• ' '-.i ? 


'/ ^y:s'X:y^X,^'‘3'yj^sbN,^A'[l.ANTAyLbl55AN^IES;A^-;^^rai^ 

vy>:'-,xyi''ADvi^D.'BY. AIRMAIL-;:.''- •>■-. x\-,-'-\ :v . -/'ix: v:";-"r:„X:..', 

; X'‘' X' .. X'v/'.:-**. ' x . ."-, ',.4. .-r. • " , ‘ v- '■/<-’ .-*' - 4? ,:• 'X' ‘ • '•.‘J o.-’v 
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y. ; Apr^Ll lO.nSiea 




..<• » . 
■'v fc 


' ’ > V VV TOM MELSON : iiAYtS was photographed 

Mississippi Highw%* Pa Substation, New ;Albany , 

with his/^ permission. ' t , 



\-r 


DAVIS^alsd gave his to photograph 

his 1967 white Ford Mustang, parked at the Subs tat ion 
Photographs were taken of this vehicle . 

'No threats or promises were made to DAVIS, 
to setiiire Kis permission fdr these photographs . .. 




\- 





4/8/68 


New Albany, Mississippi 


On. 


.dt. 



by- 


SA ROBIN O. GOTTEN 
SA-JOHN DENNIS MILI£R/JDM/bk^ 



P.iia Jackson 157-9586-;^S 

■ 4/5/68 ■ - ■ 


Date dictated 


‘ ■ Jh i s' d 6 c u m e,n t co n to i n s 

Jt ohd' Ms contents are 'not to be’ distributed 


, ♦ 
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# 


Date: May 31, 1968 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRTEL 


(Priority) 


To: 



SAC, Jackson (157-9586) 

New Orleans (157-10673) 


From: Director, FBI (44-38861) 


MURKIN 


Re Los Angeles teletype to Bureau dated May, 30, 1968, 

New Orleans, if not already done, will obtain background 
information regarding Dr. J. C, Hardin as this individual could possibly 
be identical with Hardin referred to by Allan O, Thompson, Manager of 
St, Francis Hotel. 


Jackson will check all references to name of Hardin and account 
for current whereabouts of James Hardin who was at University of 
Mississippi. Jackson should continue to check out names or variations of 
Hardin contained in their files. \ \ 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


1 - Los Angeles (info) 
I - Memphis (info) 


Sent Via 
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M Per 


May 31, 1968 



To: BAC, ^aekson (157^9586) 

New Orleans (157-10673) 

From: Director, FBI (44-38861) 

MBEKIN 


Be liios ^ii^eles teletype to Bureau dat^ May 30, 1968. 

New Orleans, if not alr^^ done, will obtain bacl^ound 
information r<^rding Dr. J. €. Hardin as this individual could possibly 
be identical with Hardin referred to by v^llan O. Thompson^ Manager of 
St, Francis Hotel. 

Jackson wiU check all references to name of Hardin and account 
for current whereabouts Gi James Hardin wlm was at University of 
Mississippi. Jackson slusuld continue to check oiA mmea or variations of 
Hardin contained in their files. 



I - Los Angeles (info) 
I - Memphis (ii^o) 
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Date; 5/29/68 


FOIA(b) t 6) 
FOIA(b)tV) - (C 


Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


L 


SUBJECT; MURK.IN 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 


LAS VEGAS (157-133) 


IS 


Jacksonville airtel to the Bureau dated 5/22/68, 
regarding alleged offer of $100,000,00 hy White /Knights of the 
Ku KTux Klan (WKKKK), Jackson, Mississippi, to anyone who kills 
MARTIN IJJTIER KIK, JR. 


Enclosed for Little Rock is one copy /each of Dallas 
airtel to the Bureau, 6/6/67; Kansas City airtel to the Bureau, 
7/21/67; Dallas airtel to the Bureau ,■ 5/1/68, hnd Jacksonville 
airtel to the Bureau, 5/22/68, which are background information. 

On 5/27/68, EDWARD J. PRESTON, 1565/Sharon Way, Reno, 
Nevada, advised SA NORMAN M, STONE he is ,a partner in Safety 
Auto. Control, lac,,, whic h recently moved to 8 55 Marrietta Way, 

said / I is unknown to him 


Sparks, Nevada 
and has never 
11 


employed by that company which has only been 
existance about one year. 


PRESTON states his company manufactures an auto safety 
product which is sold nationally. He said his company does not 
handle any of the sales of this product, noting all sales are.' 
handled exclusively by Allstate Safety Control, Inc., Room 201, 
Tanglewood , Off ic e Building . 7509 Cantrell Road, Little Rock . 
Arkansas. He said |~ "j was selling this auto safety part, he 


wouM be employed by Allstate Safety Control, Inc. He suggested 
ROBERT SPEARS, manager, of that company be contacted. 


o 


2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
NMS: 
( 11 ) 


Bureau (44-38861) 
Jackson 

Jacksonville (44-769) 
Little Rock (enc. 4) 
Memphis (44-1986) 

Las Vegas 
kah 


/ 5' P 


SEARCHQ) 

SRilAUZEO. 




INDEXED 


mr 5233 , Dodd: 5916249 
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P (or 





(C) 




LV 157-133 


/FOIA ( b ) ( 6 ) 
FOIA(b) (7 ) - 


LEAD : , 

LITTLE ROCK 

AT LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

Contact ROBERT SPEARS, Manager, Allstate Safety Control, 
Inc., Tanglewood Offic e Building. Room 201, 7509 Cantrell Road, 
in an effoi’t to locate 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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INVEST 







REFERENCES? 


Bureau airtel to All Offices, dated 5/7/68. 

- P 



SPRINGFIELD D I VISION 
At Springfield, Illinois 












SI 44-561 


I 


I 


I 


3 - Bureau (44-38861) 

3 - Memphis (44-1987) 

1 - Atlanta (44-2386) (Inf o) 

1 - Birmingham (44-1740) (Inf o) 

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (Info) 

1 - Houston (44-1509) (Inf o) 
<-~r^r^ .Tackson (Info) 

1 - Kansas City (44-760) (Inf o) 

1 - Los Angeles (44-1574) (Inf o) 

1 - New Orleans (157-10673) (Inf o) 

1 - St. Louis (44-775) (Info) 

2 - Springfield (44-561) 


! 

i 

! 

I 




' Coyer Page 

( 


I 




\ 
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Will continue efforts to locate' subject RAY, 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 




Information copies sent Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago 
•Houston, Jackson , . Kansas City, Los Angeles, Nev/ Orleans, 
and St. Louis Divisions in view of pending investigation 
in those Divisions.. 

No leads arebeing set forth in this report 
as they have been and are being set out by more expeditious 
communications. 


For the sake of brevity, the body of this 
report does not contain the voluminous negative information 
obtained by the Springfield Division during the period of 
this I’eport. This information is a matter of record in the 
Springfie-ld Division -axid reflects negative information re: 


(1) ERIC STARVO GALT, agency checks; barge lines 
dance studios 

(2) Laundry checks 

(3) Agency checks re HARVEY LOWMYER or LOWMEYER 

• • 

(4) Canvass of unsolved bank robberies in the 
Springfield, Division 


(5) Canvass of law enforcement agencies re 
unidentified latent fingerprints 

(6) Automobiles stolen fronthe State of Georgia 

(7) Possible suspects and lookalikes v/hich 
originated and were resolved wholly w'ithin 
the Springfield Division 

(8) Nonproductive interviews as a result of 
various telephone and mail coverage 


f 


- C - 

Cover Page 
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SI 44-561 


(9) Contacts with informants and sources, 
Springfield Division 

(10) Surveillances of subject’s family and 
associates, Springfield Division 


During the course of this investigation, appropriate 
dissemination has been made by the Springfield Division 
to all la%v enforcement agencies and mass media contacts 
within the Division. 


Interviews 


v/ith 


F0IA(b)7 - (D) 


On March 25, 1968, a photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY, FBI ftSOQ 443 A, made at Missouri Department of 
Corrections on March 17, 1960 was exhibited by SA ELYON H, 

DAVIS to l FoiA(b)7 - (D) l informant advised that the photograph 
v/as familial' to him and v/as someone that he thought he had 
known in St. Louis, Missouri, in either 1959 or 1960, 

Informant stated that he had never seen RAY to his 
knov/ledge in Quincy, Illinois, Informant advised that 
he is very close to WALTER TERRY RIFE and sees RIFE on a daily 
basis. He advised that RIFE had been living at the home of 
his brother, LONNIE RIFE at Baylis, Illinois, however, in 
February, 1967, WALTER TERRY RIFE had started running the res- 
taurant in the Virginia Hotel, in Quincy, Illinois, Informant 
advised that he v/ould contact WALTER RIFE and determine ■ if 
RIFE knew anything concerning RAY's v/hereabouts . Informant 
advised that he did not feel that WALTER RIFE would 
cooperate with the Federal, authorities inasmuch as it \ms 
rife's nature to not cooperate with police. Informant advised 
that WALTER RIFE had been working on a daily basis at the 
Virginia Hotel in Quincy, and informant knew that in the recent 
past, RAY has not been in contact v/ith WALTER RIFE. 


On April 7, 1968, FQiA(b)7 - (p) yyas recontacted by 


SA ELYON H, DAVIS concerning JAMES EARL RAY. Informant advised 
that he had contacted WALTER TERRY RIFE on several occasions 
since last contacted and that WALTER RIFE had no. information 
as to the present v/hereabouts of JAMES E.A.RL RAY, He advised 


.. 

- D - 

Cover Page 
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i 

1 


f 

•I 

I 

\ 

j 

4 

I 


that WALTER TERRY RIFE had told him he had not seen RAY 
since RIFE left Leavenv/orth Federal Penitentiary in 1957, 

On April 19, 1968. - (d) was contacted by 

SA ELYON H, DAVIS and SA THOMS M. SCHOSMOFER and was 
exhibited photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI fif306 443 A, 
made at Missouri Department of Corrections on March 17, 

1960, as well as a photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT. 

Informant advised that he has never to his knowledge seen this 
■individual in the Quincy, Illinois ax'ea. He advised that he 
had been contacting V/ALIFR TERRY. RIFE almost on a daily 
basis and that this individual is definitely not 
with JAMES EARL RAY at the present time. The informant 
advised that he is certain that WALTER TERRY RIFE was 
working at his restaurant at the Virginia Hotel dui’ing 
the period fi’om March 29, 1968 through April 4, 1968, 

Informant advised that he cannot remember exactly where 
he had ever seen RAY, hov/ever, he feels it was in bars 
located on Olive Street in St, Louis ,Missoui*i , and 
to the best of his knowledge, it v/ould have been sometime 
around 1959 or 1930, The informant advised that he is 
certain that RAY has not been in the Quincy ai'ea in the 
recent past or else the informant would know of it. 

Informant advised that he personally is acquainted 
with all of the .Country Music Night Clubs in the Quincy, 
Illinois general ’area and visits these places quite 
frequently and he is certain that RAY has not recently been 
to any of these night clubs. 

Informant was instructed to v/ork full time concerning 
the development of any information concerning the whereabouts, 
activities or background concerning RAY,- 


On May 1, 1968 J FoiA(b)7 - (d) |was exhibited the 

photograph of an unknown male allegedly resembling the 
subject in this matter taken at a I^inutemen Meeting. 
Informant was unable to identify this individual as being 
anyone he has come in contact with within the Minutemen 
Organization, , 


- E - 
Cover Page 
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XoiA(b) (6) 
F'G)IA(b)(7) - (C) 

FO'lA ( b ) 7 -.(D), 


SI 44-561 


Re Prior Threats to MRTXN LIJTHSR KING, JR 


On May 3 , 1968 , / 


During the course of this investigation, WILLIAM 
HICKLE, Service Representative, Illinois Bell Telephone 
Company, Quincy, Illinois, (whose identity should be 
protected, )has furna-shed information af fording appropriate 


coverage of all of subject RAY's family and associates 
the Springfield Division, All leads derived from this 
have been checked and telephone subscribers eliminated 
as having no connection with this matter. 


in 

source 


Records of the Illinois Bell Telephone Company, 
should they be needed in the future, can be obtained 
throvigh the issuance of a Subpoena Duces Tecum directed 
to Mr. HICKLE. 


It should be noted that the investigative 
period of this report precedes the date of KING'S 
assassination; this fact due to Springfield Division’s 
prior investigative interest in JAMES EARL RAY, SI file 
■ ■88-53-61, Bufile ’88-41730, entltTed "JAMES EARL RAY, Aka - 
Fugitive, UFAC - ROBBERY FIRST." . . . 



‘ . . / 
f 


- ^ 
Cover, Page 
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UFiiTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDEF^AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Copy lo; 


Report of: 
Dafe: 


SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III Office: Springfield 
May 24, .1968 


Field Office File gj 44«561 B ureau File 44-38861 

JAMES EARL RAY 
10 4182 
WE 442-A 

TOP TEN FUGITIVE 

DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRf - 
Character: VICTIM 


CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; 

Ul^WFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY 


Springfield files reflect HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER 
located and interviewed and determined not identical 
with subject in this case. Birth and other pertinent 
records located for subject JAMES EARL RAY. Numerous 
files -reviewed re family of JAMES EARL RAY and those 
within Springfield Division located and interviewed. 
Prison records checked re RAY.) Contact being 
maintained with all relatives at this time. 

Information developed and furnished re actual and 
alleged past associates of RAYi' Interviews ,v/ith 
possible fellov/ inmates of RAYs at Illinois State 
Penitentiary, Pontiac, Illinois, negative. Information 
developed and set forth re BENNY K. PINKSTON and 
JOHN c.' MEDIZER, who have made prior threats against 
MRTIN LUTHER KING," JR J Investigation conducted to 
eliminate numerous possible suspects and lookalikes 
to JAMES EARL RAY.' Wife of ROBERT HOOD STRADER 
located and interviewed. Investigation continuing 
to locate CECIL RAY.> ARMED AND DANGEROUS . 

- P - 


! This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ou ts ide ..y our agency. 
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HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER 


i 

I 







/• 
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On April 8, 1968, a check of Springfield Division 
indices reflected a reference to HARVEY LOHI^IEyER, \yhite 
male, age 23 in 1955; 5’ 8" tall; FBI f!^730 979A; home 
addi'ess. Palmyra, Illinois, 

On April 13, 1968, a recheck of the records 
of the Illinois State Prison Farm, Vandalia, Illinois, 
regarding the sentence served by HARVEY LOHJffiYER, 
inmate number 33316, FBI ^ 730 979A, was verified as 
June 5, 1951 to October 20, 1951. LOHlvIEYER was sentenced 
from Adams County, Quincy, Illinois, on a. charge of riot. 

His previous identification and arrest record 
contains only an arrest on August 10, 1959, by Adams County 
Sheriff's Office on the charge of robbery and the disposition 
for the charge is shown as "pending". His inmate number 
33316 and FBI number 730 979A do not show other sentences at 
this institution for this person under the name LOHMEYER or 
in the alias file. 

Also, on April 13, 1968, the records of the 
penitentiary show HARVEY LOHMEYER, Illinois State Penitentiary 
Menard Number 24525, received at Menard, May 19, 1955, to 
serve 2 to 5 years on a charge of burglary. He was paroled 
July, 1958, A review of the file for associates and correspon- 
dents reflects no information that LOHMEYER associated for 
- corresponded with ERIC GALT,- 

On April 13, 1968, THOMAS R,‘ LOHMEYER, DONALD L.’ 
LOHMEYim, WALTER R. LOHME-^R, JR, all brothers of HARVEY EDWARD 
LOHMEYER, FBI ^130 979 A were interviewed and all presently 
reside in Quincy, Illinois area.' DONALD L,' LOHMEYER is employed 
by Durst Dairy at Quincy, = Illinois, and was working during 
period March 29, 1968 and April 4, 1968 and his attendance 
at work was verified. THOMAS R. LOHMEYER and WALTER R,' LOHMEYER, 
JR;' are both employed by Monogram Industries, Quincy, Illinois, 
and bothyere in Quincy, Illinois, from March 29., to April, 4, 

1968, . 


- 6 - 
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On April 12, 1968, investigation v/as conducted 
in the Quincy, Illinois area in an effort to locate 
HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER, FBI #730 979A. 

Investigation showed that HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER 
has not been in the Quincy area for many years and that his 
last known place of residence was somewhere in the State 
of California, 

On April 13, 1968, the records of the Quincy, 
Illinois Police Department, were reviewed and showed the 


following records for brothers 
I/DHMEYER : 


WALTER R, LOHMEYER, JR/ 


Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes ' ” 

Complexion 
Build 
Tattoo 

Occupation 


of HARVEY EDWARD 


Wliite 

Male 

2/16/17 

Quincy, Illinois 

5* lo|" 

180 lbs. 

Brown 

Brown 

Ruddy 

Medium 

Two swords on left 

forearm 

Laborer, 

Monogram Industries 
825 South Front Street 
Quincy, Illinois 








1 





. Hff 5233 J)ocId:59162492 Page 34 





SI 44-561 


i 

i 


llW 5233 


Th 

LOmiEYER, JR 

e file shov/ed. the follov/ing 'arrests for V/ALTER 

• * 

• • ■ ‘ ^ 

DATE 

CHARGE 

DISPOSITION 

6-16-40 

Selling liquor 

$25 fine 

10-2-43 

Si^eecling 

$10 fine 

3-15-51 

, Peace disturbance • 

$25 fine 

7-19-52 

Careless driving 

$15 fine 

7-15-54 

Reckless driving 

Sentenced 90 days 
• - Vanda lia State Pr 

3-16-55 

Peace dis'turbance 

$25 fine 

8-23-59 

Caz’eless driving 

$15 fine 

following 

The Quincy Police Departraent files shov/ed the 
physical descriiDtion of DCIIAID LOfEvISYER; 

■ 

RACii: 

SEX': 

DATE OE BIRTH: 
HEIGHT: 

..V/EIGHT- . 

HAIR: 

EY^ES: ■ ■ \ Y , 

5 ..- 

White 

Male 

8-20-30 

5 ' 7" 

153' lbs . . ■ • ' ’ 

Brov/n 

Brown . - • 

LOffilSYER : ' 

The file sliowed the 

follov/ing arrests for. DC 

DATE . 

CHARGE 

.. DISPOSITION 

4-26-47 

Investigation 

Released- 

1-29-51 

Careless driving 

- $25 fine 

4-29-52 

Speeding 

$20 fine 

10-27-56 

Speeding 

$5 


. - ■ - 8 - 

/ ■ . 1 . : _ , . •• 

» ‘ • -X ' . 

‘ . , ‘i. * ^ 
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The files shcv/eci the physicrJ. desci'iption of 
THOMAS R. L01EIj5YKl as follov/s: 


RACE: 

SEX: 

AGE : 
HEIGHT: 

V/ FIGHT: 
HAIR: 

EYES : 

COMPLEXION 
HOME ADDRE 


bo : 


V/hite 

Male. ' . 

not shewn 
5 

150 lbs. 

Erov/n 

Brov/n 

Ruddy 

1501 North 4th St 
Quincy, 111. 


The files shov;ed the following' arrest recoz'd for 


TEaiAS R. LOIIMEYIE: 


/ I X jJi 


Cll/vRGE 


DISPO. 0 ITION 


6-28-45 


3-15-51 


B E 


Released 


Peace disturbance 


5-25-52 ■ Peace disturbahee 


3-15-55 


Peace disturbance 


$25 fine 
$I0 "f ine 
$15 fine 


On 4-13-63 ELIZABETH ROTH, , Credit' Bur eatrb.v- Y-/ 
Quincy, Inc, , Quincy.., Ill . , furnished the followihg inforina- 
tipn concerning the LOILI.EYERs in the files bf her'-office: 

WALTER R.AY LCITylEYER, JR, , in 1/63 v/as residing 
at 1877 Harapshire Street, (Quincy, Illinois. He presently 
owns his home at that address and is very slow' in payment 
on cr edi t ■ bil Is , He has been employed by Monogram Industries, 
Quincy., 111.; for approximately 20 years. No information 
' of any' connections of WALTER R.- LOmiEYER, JR., oiitside OuinCy. 
llinois . 

The file showed tla t THOMAS R. LCHi'.IEYER ' s" last' 
•known address was 1527 South Fifth Street, Cuiney, as, of 
6/65, ■ He latei’ made inquiries coneex’ning purchasing a 
home in Payson, Illinois. As." of 4/63 a credit check showed ' 
he had been employed by Monogram Industries in Quincy for 
11 years. Nothing was contained in the. file that would ■ 

indicaue chat LOHMEirjR had ever lived anywhere except the 
Quincy area. , 


-9 - 
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The O' edit 'btireau fj.les showed that DONAJJ) L. 
LOI-E-.IEYFJl v.’as last kno/n to reside at 1-501 Noi-th F'cAU’th 
Street, Quincy, 111., as of S/S6. On 11/66 the records 
show he was einployed as a laborer at Durst Dairy, Quincy, 
and his v/ife at Illinois Bell Telephone Co., Quincy, 111. 

Tlie file did not show any residence for DONAIX) LOE.ISYEll 
outside the Quincy, 111,, area.. 

On 4-13-63, CHARLES GABRIEL, Office Manager, ' 
Dvu'st Dairy, Quincy, 111., advise.d that DONALD L. LOI-BaEYER 
is employed by that company as a labor ei’ and that he v/as 
working on 3-29-83 and 3--30-S3 and 4/1-4/68, He advised 
that LOi-IMSYER did not v/ork on 3-31-68 as that was his day 
off. He also advised that LOI-BIEYER has been a good employee 
for many years and v.'as a very quiet individual and had not 
been involved in any violence during the period of time he 
v/as employed by Diurst Dairy. 


- On 4-13-68 ,' DONALD L. LOHMEYER was interviewed 
at his place- of employment, Durst Dairy, Quincy, 111. He 
advised he has not been out of the State of Illinois, for 
a number of months and that he was- working on 3-29 and 3-30- 
as- v/ell as 4/1-4/68. He advised he has not seen his bi'othe: 
HARVEY EDVi'/iRD ■ LOI-BviEYER - for many years aiid -only knew that- 
HiiRVEY'.was living somev/Kere in Califox’nia .' He stated dur- 
ing the period from 3-29-68 Until 4-4-63 he ha.d seen his 
brothers, WALTER R. LOkDIEYER and THOMAS R. . LOFAIEYER almost 
on a dua ly basis a,nd knev/ for certain that neithei’ one 
had been outside the Quincy, 111., az'ea. -He advised • 
that the name ERIC.'STAxiVO GALT-v/as completely vinf amiliar 
to him and he has never iknov/n anyone by that- -name to be 
associated with any member of the LOHf.IEY^ER family. lie also 
advised he has never knoVri any member of his family other 
than ILARYEY EDV/ARD LOI-EvIEYI^R , to use the name - HARVEY EDYAiRD 
LOKMEYER. - 


-oo 


I 

^ 5233 


. On 4-13-68 Mrs. V/ALTER R.. LOIBIEYER, JR., 1877 

Hampshire Street, Quincy, 111., v/as interviev/ed, and furnished 
the following information: - ' 

. Her husband has not been out of the State of 
111 inois since 3/29/3S and he has been employed regularly 
— -at -Monogram Industries with the exception of the dates — 

3-29 and 30-68 and 4-1 and 4-5-68 during which dates the 
union v/as on strike at Monogram. She advised that on these 
dates her husband -was on the picket line and did not leave 
Quincy, She stated also that THOMAS Rf LOFSvIEYER is employed 
by Monogram Industries and was at work on 4-3 and 4-4-68> ^ 

and was on the picket lines at Monogi'am Industries on o/29— 30/oS 

and 4/1-2/68. - ' , I . 
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... On 4-13-6S V-ALTER R. LOI-nvIEYSR, JR., 1877 Kampshire 
v.’as interviev/ecl and advised he has- not been out of the 
Quincy, 111, area since 8-15-67. He advised he has been to 
v.’ork every day during work days v/ith the exception of 3/29-30/58 
and 4/1-2/GS on ■'.vhich dates he was on the picket line at 
Monogram Industries his place of employment in Quincy, 111. 

He stated that on each date from 3-29-53 until 4-4-3S, lie 
saw his brother, THOMAS R. LOlSiEYIH? , v/ho is also employed 
by Monogram Industries and v/as at v/ork on each date with 
the exception of the dates the union was on strike. 

• • * 

On 4-13-63 BILL LONG, Personnel Manager, Monogram 
Industries, S25 South Fi'ont St., Quincy, vez’ified that 
V/ALTER R. LOIRIEYI®, JR., and THOMAS LOffilEYSR were employed 
on every date during the last two months, with the exception - 
the days the vinion v/as on strike. 

He advised on 3/29-30/68 and 4/1-2/68 both the 
LOMEYERS had been observed on the picket lines at Monogram 
Industries. 


! 



I 

i 




- 
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On April 20, 1968, the following investigation was 
conducted by SA ELYON H.' DAVIS and SA JAJIES T. GOSS at 
Quincy, Illinois: 

Five photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #306443A 
were exhibited to WALTER R, LOHMEYER, 1877 Hampshire 
Street, Quincy, Illinois, LOHJ-lEYER advised that he has never 
to his knowledge seen this individual before and he did not 
remember ever hearing any member of the LOHMEYER'family 
mention JAMES EARL RAY. He advised that he specifically 
had never heard his brother HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER mention 
JAMES EARL RAYv 

On April 20, 1968, photographs of JAI^S EARL RAY, 

I FBI #306 443 A were exhibited to.Mi'S. RITA F^‘ LOHMEYER, 1877 

Hampshire Street, Quincy. She advised that she had never seen 
this individual to her knowledge in her life and had 

, never heard any member of the LOHMEYER family mention 

; him. 

] ' April 20, 1968, photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, 

\ FBI #306 443A were exhibited to. .IHOMAS LOHMEYER, Payson, 

I Illinois. He advised that the photographs of JAMES EARL 

RAY, were not familiar to him and that he could not state 

that, he had ever seen this individual in his life. He also 

i advised that he had never heard his brother, HARVEY EDWARD 

LOHJIEYER, mention this individual. 

' On April 20, 1968-, the photographs of RAY were also 

. exhibited to Mrs. THOMS LOH^YER, Payson, Illinois, who 

advised that she did not -know RAY -and had never heard 
any member of the LOHMEYER family -mention RAY; 

' v. .... 

On April 20, 196^, DONALD LOHMEYER, 1507 North Fourth 
^ Street, Quincy, Illinois, advised while being intei’viewed 

by SA DAVIS and viewing photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, that he 
recognize the photograph of RAY as anyone that 
■ \ ever known. He statedthat these photographs ' were 

vaguely familiar to him and that if he had everfseen - 

RAY, it was only to see RAY and not that of an acquaintance, 

! He advised that he had never heard his brother HARVEY 

EDWARD LOHMEYER ever mention JAMES EARL RAY,' 

t ■ • . , 

’ *■ ''' 
t ' ' , • 

- 12 - 
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The photographs of RAY v/ere also exhibited by 
SA DAVIS to Mrs. LUCY LOHMEYER, 1507. North Fourth Street, 
Quincy, Illinois and she advised that JAMES EARL RAY is 
not Icnovm to her and that the photograpls of RAY are not 
familiar to her. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAYIS: 

On April 21, 1968, EARL JACK HILAIJ), Operator, 

Sky Ride Inn Tavern, 236 Front Street, Quincy, Illinois, 
advised that HARVEY EDWARD LOHM'EYER was at one time a 
brother-in-law of HILAND and that HILAND v/as in jail at 
the Adams County Jail, Quincy, Illinois, with LOHMEYER 
and ROBERT KELLY in 1951 after they were involved in a 
brawl at the Barn Night Club, Quincy, Illinois, HILART) 
viewed a number of photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and . 
advised that the photographs are vaguely familiar to him 
as someone he has seen in the past. He stated that he 
definitely is not an associate of RAY and has never been 
a close associa.te of RAY and stated he could not furnish 
any information concerning RAY, RAY's associates, activities, 
or whereabouts. 


On April 21, 1938, ROBERT KELLY, 1210 Hampshire 
Street, Quincy, Illinois, advised he was arrested at the 
Barn Night Club in Quincy, Illinois, with JACK HILAND, 
HARVEY LOHMEYER and. JOHN 0 'DEAR , 


KELLY advised tha t -he is not ac^iuainted . with 
JAMES EARL RAY and did not know anything 'concerning RAY's 
familyj-whereabouts, or activities, 

• - . - - • ' 

On April 21, 1968, JOHN O'DEAR, Route 6, Quincy,. 
Illinois, advised he had been arrested for causing a. riot 
at the Barn Night Club in Quincy in the early 1950 's- and 
that' he was arrested with" HARVEY LOHMEYER, JACK HILAND and 
BOB KELLY. He stated that 'JANES EARL RAY is not an 
associate of his. He also advised 'that he is not 
acquainted with RAY's relatives and could furnisth no ' 
information concerning RAY. 



■ i 

1 
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II. 


JAfffiS EARL RAY 
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The follov/ing investigation v?as conducted 
by SA ROBERT C. HAINES; 

On April 19, 1968, Sergeant HAROLD COX, Alton 
Illinois Police Department, made available Alton Police 
Department file 7514 on James Earl Ray: 

This file disclosed RAY was arrested by the 
Alton Police Department as early as 1949 and as recently as 
1959 for charges ranging from traffic violations through 
vagrancy, burglary and armed robbery. A photograph of 
RAY taken in 1955 was made available and will be submitted 
to the case file, 

^ Confei’ence with officers at the Alton Police Depart- 

; ment, disclosed that the last known residence for RAY's 

r parents JAMES and LUCIE RAY was 1439 Locust Street, Quincy, 

Illinois, Contact with relatives on RAY*s mother's side 
i of the family v/ith family name, MAHER, disclosed that 

LUCILLE MAHER RAY divorced RAY's father and is currently 
residing in East St, Louis, Illinois area but her exact 
whereabouts are unknown. Likewise, her new married 
name is unknown to relatives in Alton, 

Mrs. MARGARET KESHNER, Circuit Clerk, Alton, , 
Illinois, made available a photo copy of a Certificate. 
of Birth, #123 which disclosed JAMES EARL RAY was born 
March 10, 1928, to JAMES RAY and LUCIE MAHER. 

All Alton Police Department Units have been 
furnished a photograph of rAY and have been alerted to 

i be on the lookout for him, 

/ 

. _ RAY is not knovm to have been in the Alton,- Illinois 

area since 1959 when he perpetrated an armed robbery at 
I Wagoner's Foodliner, an independent grocery store 

located on the corner of 9th and Alby, Streets in Alton, 
Illinois. 

- . t 

\ 

i ■ ■ 

I . 

c . * 
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Previous investigation concei*ning RAY was conducted 
in January, 1968, under the Unlawful Flight to Avoid Confine- 
ment classification and efforts at that time to locate WILLIAM 
MAHER at 1118 East 7th Street, disclosed that MAHER no longer 
resides in Alton, Illinois and all public source records 
failed to disclose any information concerning his 
current whereabouts. 

The Kansas City Division indicated that RAY 
was employed by the International Shoe Company at 
Hartford, Illinois, prior to incarceration at the Missouri 
State Penitentiary, It is to be noted that the tannery operated 
by the Intern.a.tional Shoe Company at Hai-tford is no longer 
in business having shut do^vn operations approximately 2 years 
ago. 

On April 20, 1968, a certificate of birth v/as 
located showing JAMES EARL RAY was born March 10, 1928, at 
Alton, Illinois to JAMES RAY and LUCIE MAHER.' 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ROBERT BLUM RASCOE: 

. On April 19, 1968, a review of the files furnished 
“by U.S, Probation and Parole Office, Springfield., Illinois, 
was made by SA ROBERT BLUM RASCOE: The foll6'\drg information 
was obtained for lead value: 


. Correspondence while JAMES EARL RAY was incarcerated 
in the Missouri Sta.te Penitentiary: . 



Aunt, Miss LUCY RYAN, 701-1 Washington Street, 
address also given as 801 North 12th Street, 
Quincy, Illinois; 


One time co-defendant was WALTER TERRY RIFE, who 
is incarcerated in Leavenworth, Kansas,. RIFE : “ — 

now lives in Quincy, Illinois, 

Employment: 
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Dryden Rubber Company from July, 1949 to September, 
1949, Chicago, Illinois; 

International Shoe Company, May, 1944, to 
December, 1945, Hartford, Illinois; 

Neo Product Company, April, 1950 to July, 1950, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

Arbey Corporation, July, 1950, to July, 1951, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

Borg - Erickson Corporation, August, 1951, to 
May, 1952, Chicago, Illinois; 

Relatives: 


Uncle who resides in Quincy, Illinois, no name 
given 

Other names and addresses 


WILLIAM MAHER, 1118 East 7th Street, Alton, 
Illinois, 



V 
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The folloy.ing -investigation was conducted by 
SA JOSEPH L. MC KINSTHAY. • .. 


On Api’il 23, 1963, EDNA BAER, copx'dinatoi’ , Selec- 
tive-Service System, St. Clair County, advised she had no 
recoi'd of Jfi.MES EARL RAY under that iiaine or any known aliases. 
She stated that the serial number given 16163123 indicates 
to hei’ that the first “1'' means the man v/a.s an enlistee and 
the second digit '’G-' indicates he enlisted in the Sixth 
Corp or Army area. She stated that she recalled that in 
1943 inductees from this area v/ere sent to Chicago, Ill- 
inois for induction and there was no induction center at 
East St. Lcuis, Illinois. 

Mrs. ADA S, DANIELS, Selective Service System, 

Madison County, Illinois, advised she could locate no 


;v.- 


record identifiable 


with 


JAMES EARL RAY under that name or 


known aliases or tlu’cugh tlie a.bove military service nuiiibar 
or the birthdate March 10, 1923. 


At East St, Louis, 


Illinois 


Sergeant TCMMY CARROLL, Army Recruiter, 
Missour’l Avenue, advised that his office does not 
old records concerning enlistments. 


650 


He suggested 


maiu'cain 

• 4. .-u • ^ that • 

If the military service 'puinber of an individual is known, '” 

his record could be located at the Department of Defense, 
M.'-lita.vy Personnel Records, Renter , St, Louis, r/iissouri. 


\ 

V 




I 

! 

j 
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On 4/23/63, ROY WEPmMAN, Personnel Manager , 
Quincy Coiiipressor , Inc., Quincy, Illinois, advised that 
the records of his office show that JA?4ES EARL RAY, 
Social Secui’ity ,t 334— 22— 6S7S , was employed by Quincy 
Compressor , on 8/6/51 and that he quit work on 9/4/51. 

He \vas employed as a drill press operator on the night 
shift and nis application was filled out by the fc'enian 
PETER DUNKER. 

The records show that JAMES EARL RAY's home 
address was 1439 Cherry Street, Quincy, Illinois. His 
education v/as listed as four years of gi"ade school at 
Quincy, Illinois and four years. of high school at Chi- 
cago, Illinois. Identities of the schools not shov/n. 

The file sho^yed previous employment with the 
Arvey Corporation or. Avery Corporation, Chicago', Ill- 
inois,. as a laborer- for one year. Hourly wage $1.40, 
dates of employraent not shown. 

to ;.that Avas . apoarently 
wi th Ne o Produce. Gonipany , .Gh i cago , -Illinois, ^ Per-io”d- -of ' 
employment v/as four months, position, labor. 

■ " v/- • - - - • • ^ - 

The file showecl/fhe following description of 
JAMES EARL RAY: 'V • • 


Race 

Height 

Weight 

Date of applica- 
tion 


White 
5 'll” 

150 pounds 
3/6/51 


4/23/63, PETER DUNXER, Superintendent, Drill 
Room, after viewing the application of JAMES EARL 
RAY and the photographs of RAY advised that he cannot 


- 20 - 
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remembei: or recall JAMES .EARL RAY, He pointed out that 
RAY only v/orked in his depart-aent for tiiree v/eeks and 
that many thousands of. people had v/orked in the Drill 
Press Section of Quincy Compressor. He stated. t)iat the. ■ 
record showed that RAY FELKER would have been the irarnedi- 
ate foreman of RAY. . ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


On 4/23/08, RAY EELXER, supervisor, Quincy Com- 
pressor, Inc., a.dvised that after viewing several photo- 
graphs of JAMES EARL RAY that he does hot remember JAiMSS 
EARL RAY and does not recall the name. He advised that 
there is no one presently employed in the drill press 
operation that was vvorking on the night shift in 1951. 

He advised that he cannot furnish any fui’ther information 
concerning 'RAY. 


if 
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_ ■ On _ 4/23/63 , •ELSIE IIUDER , clerk. Local ‘Board f^l 

Quincy, Illinois, advised that the files of her office 
shoy/ that JAMES EARL RAY, 214 Spring. Street , .Quincy 111 
inois, registered \yith the local board nl on 4 /l 3 /dQ 
His home address ^vas shown as 214 Spr'in-g Street, Cuincy 
Illinois anci his da.te of birth, 3/10/23 at Alton, Illin- 
ois. His closest relative was shown as LUCILLE RAY, his 
moclier, at 214 Spring Stx'eet . Ilis occupation was listed 

as student, American Television School, St. Louis. Mis- 
souri . 


i 

i 

I 

I . 


. The file showed previous, military service with 
the United States Army from 2/19/46 until 12/23A:S and 

^^ith the First Division, 16th Infantry Regiment. 
Ine xile showed RAY to be holder of Serial Number 16163129 

The file showed his description as: 


Eyes 

Hair 

Coraple^iion 

Height 

Ti'eight 


Blue 

Black 

Ruddy 

S'll” 

157 poundi; 


_ • Mrs. RUDER advised, that this was all' of the infor- 
mation locatea at Local Eoai’d rfl . The complete file would 
be locaced at the Illinois State Headquarters of the Selec- 
tive Service Systen; Spring-field, Illinois. 
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On April 18, 1968, the following individuals 
were recontacted by SA ELYON II DAVIS and advised that they 
had no information concerning JAMES EARL RAY: 

■ ,/ VIOLA MAYFIELD, _ . ' . 

2716 Cherry Street, 

Quincy, Illinois; 

FLOYD RIFE, . 

226 Lind Street, 

Quincy, Illinois; 


Sergeant ROLAND HANSON 

Quincy, Illinois Policfe Department, 

Quincy, Illinois, 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: 

On April 23, 19SB, JDDSON GREEN, Business Manager, 
Quincy Clinic, Quincy, Illinois, advised that the records of 
his office shows that JAMES RAY first visited the Quincy 
Clinic on August 15, 1938. The records showed he was in 
the third grade at that time and also the family consisted 
’• of tv/o other living children and one that had died of burns. 
JAMES RAY was listed as the oldest member of the family and 
his home address at that time was in care of Mrs. JAMIES RAY, 

315 Cherry Street. 

On this first visit, he was attended to by Dr., 
WHITAKER and at that time suffered from loss of consciousness, 
sudden onset, both legs v/ithdrawn. He was unconscious for 
thirty minutes and je-rked-and twitched with no biting of- 
tongue. He did not soil his clothes and later had no 
memory of this attack. He had a history of frequent out- 
cries at night. The records showed Dr. WHITAKER had diagnosed 
this as possible eplipsy, spontaneous in origin and not 
trauma ti'c. ' No other. symptoms at that time. He was also 
a persistent bed wetter and seemed to have no control at- 
night . 

^ ' Later, he was treatecf on July 3, .1940, by Dr .-=.GHY 

TURNEY for a small blister right thumb and f oref inger. .caus_ed 

-by a firecracker . explosion . On the second day, this wound 
was' cleaned. No other information available concerning any 
medical treatment. The file contained the following addresses, 
dates of the addresses not '^hown; however, the first entry 
madewas on March 4, 1936 and the last on October 29, 1940; 

The addresses were shown all in Quincy, Illin^s , -as follows : 

. .412 North Fifth Street 
Rural Route 3, 18th St 
212 Spring Street 
1258 Hampshire Street-. 
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92S Lind Street 
1616 North Second Street 
121 South Ninth Street 
1517 North Fourth Street 
•701^ North Fifth Street 
. 128§ North Fifth Street 
, : 1439 Cherry Street 

f * ' ' * " 

'1 

214 Spring Street 

1 • * 

i i 315 Cherry Street 

ij 413 Vermont Street 
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The following investigation was conducted at Quincy, 
Illinois, by SA ELYON H.’ DAVIS: / 

On March 25, 1968, ROSIE RIFE, 400 College Avenue, 
Quincy, advised that she is the mother of WALTER TERRY RIFE. 

A photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #306 443 A , was exhibited 
• to her, however, she advised that she did not know RAY,' 

She advised that she has not seen this individual with her 
son, WALTER TERRY RIFE, and knew nothing concerning RAY's 
whereabouts . 

On March 25, 1968, VIOLA MAYFIELD, 2716 Cherry Street, 
advised that she is the sister of WALTER TERRY RIFE and 
operates Vi’s Style Salon at that address. She advised that her 
brother, WALTER RIFE, had been living with another brother, 

LONNIE RIFE, at Baylis, Illinois. She advised that the photograph 
of „JAJriES EARL RAY. was vmf ami liar to her and that she had, to 
her knowledge, never seen this individual in her life. She 
could furnish no information concerning JAMES EARL RAY, 

On March 25, 1968, FLOYD RIFE, 226 Lind Street, 

Quincy, Illinois, advised that he is the brother of WALTER 
TERRY RIFE, He. viewed a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY and 
stated that he had never seen JAMES EARL RAY to his knowledge 
He advised that WALTER RIFE has been operating foi- several weeks 
the ..restaurant located ...in the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois 
and he, FLOYD, is in that restaurant almost on a daily b:&s 
and he had not seen or heard anything concerning JAMES EARL 
RAY.^. 

On_March 25, 1968 ; \Captain HAROLD HUNSAKER, Quincy, 
Illinois Police Department adVised that his department has 
received no information in the recent past concerning JAMES 
earl RAY, FBI #306 443 A. He advised that the last record 
in his file concerning RAY was when RAY was arrested in 
Hannibal, Missouri, in 1955 with WALTER TERRY RIFE.' 

On March 25, 1968, DONALD OITKER, 321 South 7th 
Street, Quincy, advised that he has lived at that address for 
a number of years and that the name KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK 
is unfamiliar to him. He advised that the name JAMES EARL RAY 
is unfamiliar with him and after Viewing a photogaph of JAMES 
EARL RAY, FBI #306 443 A, advised that he does not know this 
individual. 
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On April 11, 1968, Sergeant ROLAND HANSON, 

Quincy, Illinois Police Department, vas contacted by 
SA ELYON Ho DAVIS at which time Sergeant HANSON advised 
that he had no information concerning JAMES EARL RAY and that 
the Quincy Police Department has received no information 
concerning the present whereabouts of RAYi' 
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On 4-20-68, GEORGE PARSONS, 2826 College \Street, 
Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed and furnished the\ following 
information: 7 

* / 

PARSONS advised that he is a supervisor for the 
Illinois Youth Commission and has had numerous contacts 
with the family of LUCILE RYAN. He stated that this \ 
family is also known by the name RAY. PARSONS advised 
that around 1955 and 1966 he had kept a member of this 
family, MELBA MARIE RYAN, in his home and that he had\ 
always been close to MELBA MARIE RYAN./ 1 


PARSONS advised that he does not have any exact 
-dates concerning anything in the . family but that he knows 
the family is supposed., to have moved to Quincy, Illinois, 
sometime during the 1940s and that the entii’e family lived 
at 214 String Street, Quincy, Illinois, during the 1940s 
until approximately 1955. He stated that this area at 
that time was an area infested with houses of prostitution 
.and a very rough neighbo.rhood and a very poor- neighborhood, 
-^PARSONS stated 'that- the“ent-ire -faraiLy~had been-very close 
to each other and that he felt that members of the family 
would certainly harbor JAMES EARL RAY. He stated this 
would be particularly true ofbJERRY RYAN and JACK or JOHN 
RYAN. He felt that these -two V/ould harbor JAMES EARL RAY 
if they though it would be to JAMES EARL RAY's advantage. 

He furnished the following names for members of 
■the family; 


Father JAMES, JIM or JERRY RAY 

Mother LUCILE RAY or 'LUCILE RYAN 

Son . JAMES EARL RAY 

Son JERRY RAY 

Son JACK RAY 

Son -FRANKLIN DELEANOR RAY , 
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Daughter MELBA MARIE RAY 

Daughter CAROL RAY 

Daughter SUSAN RAY ' 

He advised that this was all of the members of the 
family with whom hewas acquainted and he felt this included 
the entire family. 

He stated that when the family moved from Quincy, 
Illinois, in approximately 1965, the mother, LUCILE RYAN, 
moved to Alton, Illinois; howevei*, during this period of 
time in approximately 1952, the father had run off v/ith 
some v/oman and had gone to St, Louis, Missouri, to live. 

After the father left, the entire family became 
practically wards of the court in charity cases and that 
Catholic charities had furnished most of the subsistence 
and supervision of the children. 

He advised that several of the younger children 
of the family, including FRANKLIN DELEANOR RAY, CAROL RAY, 
SUSAN RAY and MELBA P.LARIE RAY, had been placed in a Catholic 
orphanage in Alton, Illinois. 

He advised that during the period of time that he 
kept MELBA MARIE RAY in his home that she se.emed to think a 
lot of JACK RAY and JERRY- RAY’ ; however, she nevei- spoke 
favorably of JAMES EARL RAY or JIMMY RAY and often stated 
that she had no feeling for* JIMMY as he was bad. ..He stated 
that he did not know the roason-for this feeling; however, 
that JAMES EARL RAY had never to his knowledge contacted 
MELBA MARIE for any reason, 

PARSONS advised that when JACK RAY had served a 
period of time in prison, he had gone to Mt. Prospect, • . 
Illinois, in the Chicago, area, to work at a golf course 
and he had also obtained JERRY RAY a job at that golf course. 
PARSONS advised that this v/as several years before and he 
was not sure if this would be in the late 1950s or the early 
lS80s. 
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PARSONS advised that LUCILE RYAN hadj wo tkecl as 
prostitute in Quincy. Illinois, | i 


PARSONS advised that he had never hdard JAMES 
EARL RAY working any where and from his knowledge 6f JAMES 
EARL RAY and that family, he did not know of Any racial 
hatred or dislike of Negroes by the family. He stated, 
however, that he did hear JERRY RAY mention oijie timA after 
being in St'. Charles Reformatory, St. Charles] Illinois, 

In approximately 1952 or 1953 that he had had j considerable 
trouble with Negroes at St. Charles. He stated that he 
had found this to be so v/ith most white prisoners v/hb 
had been in a penitentiary with Negroes and that sometimes 
there seems to develop some type of racial difficult^ at 
prisons . 


MARIS RYAN 
that she ha5 
for* breaking 


PARSONS advised that at the present 


time, MR LB A 
He stated 


neen arrested in Quincy'- on several, occasions 
out window lights with a cross and claimed 
that God had told her to do this. He advised that MELBA 
MARIE v/ill make a cross out of a large two by four and 1 
siaash window lights on occasions. He stated he did not 
know, of any violence on any other member of the family.] 

parsons adv'ised/ that he had not had any recent 
contact -during the last four years v/ith any member of the 
faiaily other than MELBA MARIE RYAN but he knew that/ 


and that ''^USAN RYAN was either, adopted 
uy tujiie -iu 'Quincy or dlse was placed in a foster 

home. He stated that the case v/orker for Catholic charities 
in Quincy, Illinois, should be able to furnish background 
information . concerning the family. 
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On April 22, 1968, Circuit Judge RICHARD SCHOLZ, 
Quincy, Illinois, made available the dependency files 
concerning the LUCILE RYAN family in Quincy, Illinois. 

The file contained the following information: 


On March 9, 1955, five members of the fanilly became 
wards of Adams County Circuit Court, Quincy, Illinois. 

The file showed the follov/ing to be the complete list 
of the members of the family; 


Father 

Mother LUCILE MAHER RYAN 

Son JAMES, age 26, whereabout not 

/ known 

Daughter MARJORIE, died at age 2 

Son JOHN, age 24, Pontiac Prison 

Son JERRY, age 20, Parolee from Pontiac 

Daughter MELBA, age 16 

Daughter CAROL, age 14, living with inother 

Son FRANKLIN, age 12, 

Catholic Children’s Home, 

Alton, Illinois 

Daughter SUZAN, age 8, Catholic Children's 

Hoiiie, Alton, Illinois 

Son I 1 


and 


On that date, MELBA, CAROL, FRANKLIN, 
pecame wards of the = Adams County Court. 


SUZAN 


The file showed that MELBA MARIE RYAN was 
born at Macomb, Illinois , , and 'was taken from GEORGE 
PARS.ONS, Supervisor, Illinois Youth Commission, who 
had been caring for MELBA on June 28, 1955 and was given to 
a Mrs. TURIsER FOLEY, 332 North 24th Street, Quincy, Illinois. 
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On 8/9/55 MELBA tLARIE RYAN 


On 3/20/56 Dr. GRAVIS SMITH, Beverly Faring ^ 
Godfrey , Illinois, had found) uH 



J udge SCHOLZ advised that iihis was due hn j U 
LUCILE RYAN | \ 

Ke advised that LUCILE RYAM had v7orked as a prostitute \ 
during most of her life and that the area around . \ 

214 Spring Street was an area infested by houses of 
prostitution at the time of the RYAN/RAY family lived. ih 
that area. He stated that there had been testimony that 
LUCILE RYAN had attempted:, to solicit prostitution dates \ 
for herself in a tavern | I 


On 8/6/57 M-EL BA MAR I E ' RYAN 


On 10/24/57 custody of FRANKLIN RYAN and SUSAN 
RYAN v/as given to the Catholic Charities of Springfield, 
Illinois. ' , 
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MELBA 
SL’ZAM 
Springfield , 


On 8/21/58 a court order gave custody of 
MARIE RY AN. CAROL RYAN, FRANKLIN D. RYAN and 
RYAN and I I to the Catholic Charities, 


IlxinojLs 


A notation v/as contained in the file that on 
7/57 LUCILE RYAN moved to St. Louis, Missouri, and was 
•residing at 1135 South Tenth Street, Apartment 8, 

St. Louis, Missouri. 


At that time the father of the RYAN children, 
GERALD RYAN or GERALD ' RAY , was residing at 4149 West 
Pine Street, St. Louis, Missouri. 


The file contained information tha 


On 6/30/60 a letter was addressed to the Court 
from Mrs. JENNY RAYNES from St. Louis, Missouri. 

, , . Judge SCHOLZ advised., that apparently this would 

be a .v/oman living v;ith the father of the RYAN children. 

On 128/60 JERRY RAYNES was shown residing at 
1727 South Eleventh Street, St. Louis, Missouri j his 
DOB v/as shown as 11/24/1899, and employed by J & R 
Auto Sales, St. Louis, Missouri. At th.at time he v/as 
• living with daughter, CAROL RYAN, DOB 1/30/41, who was 
employed by the Kresge ’-Cpmpany in the St. Louis area. 

At this time JERRY RAYNES gave JACK RANDOLPH, 

5901 South Broadway, St. Lduis, Missouri, as a reference. 

The file shov/ed that JACK RANDOLPH was the owner of 
J &_ R Auto Sales and that RAYNES was employed as a car 
salesman on a used car lot for RANDOLPH. 

The file showed that custody of FPANKLIN D. RYAN 
was -given to his father JERRY RAYNES, 1727 South Eleventh 
..Street, St. Louis, Missouri, on 3/30/60. ’ 

- - Judge SCHOLZ advised that FRANKLIN D. RYAN had 

died in approximately 1962 or 196 3 v;hen an automobile in 
which he v/as riding drove into the Mississippi River in 
V^est Quincy, Missouri. He advised that any records 
concerning the death of FRANKLIN D. RYAN v/ould be in Missouri 
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Judge SCnOLZ advised that FRANKLIN D. 
as BUZZY RYAN and that possibly ■ sorae 
the true name of FILANKLIN ,D. RYAN. 


RYAN was 


hi so. khovm 


people v;ould not know 


The file shov/ed that FRANKLIN D. RYAN whs first 
declared a dependent on 9/8/52 and at that time v/hs residing 
at 214 1/2 Spring Street. \\ 


'J 

■I 


Included in the FRANKLIN D. RYAN sectiori \pf the 
dependency records v;as a letter dated 3/29/59 frori LUCILE 
RYAN, his mother, who at that time was residing at\ 

1913 Kicicory Street, St. Louis, Missouri. In the ietter 
she stated that "JIJ'tlY is going to Chicago". The lOtter 
indicated that at that time JIMMY was residing v;ith\LUCILE 
RYAN at 1913 Hickory Street, St. Louis, Missouri. 


The file contained information shov/ing that 
before 9/24/59 Mrs. LUCILE BERNES, aka LUCILE RAY and 
LUCILE RYAN resided 1209 East Fourth Street, Alton, Illinois, 
and that she had moved from that address to' 1913 HickOfy 
Street; St. Louis. 


A notation was contained in the file that one 
8/20/59 LUCILE RYAN ' s .son, JAMES EARL RAY, and an 
accomplice JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN v/ere arrested for an armed 
robbery, of a superniarket in Alton, Illinois, and that this 
matter v/as pending in Circuit Court, Madison County, 
Illinois . 


The file contained a section concerning JERRY N. 


RYAN, DOB 7/16/35. 

\ 

1 

L . — ' 

' -7 "r ' 'i.' ' ‘ ‘ \ ' 


At that time his^ father v/as GEPJ\LD RYAN, 214 Spring 
Street, Quincy, Illinois, and mother , LUCILE RYAN, at same 
address . 


Psychological tests, given JERRY W. RYAN at f-haP 


t ' 

The file shov;ed that SUZAM RYAN, aka SUsamne RYAN, 
DOB 4/28/47, had been a ward, of the court from 9/8/52 until 
4/15/65 v/h.en she was discharged from the supervision of the 

court. . 
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HAZEL HAiMILTON, Case Worker, Catholic Charities, 
Quincy, Illinois, had been SUZAN RYAN's supervisor since 
3/54. 

The file shov/ed SUZAN RYAN resided at Catholic 
Children's Horae, Alton, Illinois, from 3/8/54 until 
1961. 

The file showed that the RYAN children had an 
uncle, WILLIAI-I E. MAHER, who resided 1118 East Seventh 
Street, Alton, Illinois. 

Also, the file included that an aunt, Mrs. SADIE 
FITZSIMflONS , address unknown, visited SUZAN RYAN while 
under supervision. 

On 9/2/59 SUZAN RYAN had apparently run away 
from the supervision of the Catholic Children's Horne and 
was located in Alton, Illinois, with a Mrs. MARY MAHER. 

On 8/31/59 SUZAN RYAN v;as located with her mot’ner, 
1209 East Fourth Street, Alton, Illinois, Where the mother 
lived under the name of BERNES. Apparently at one time the 
mother had resided at a home in St. Louis that was condemned 
at v/hich time she had moved to Alton, date of the move or 
other information not shown. 

The file contained information that JAMES RYAN 
resided at 1913 Hickory Street, St. Louis, Missouri, or 
1727 South Eleventh Street, St. Louis, Missouri, where he 
lived with CA.ROL RYAN. The file did not -indicate whether 
this was the father or -son , JAMES RYAN. 

* 

The file contained a letter dated 3/30/60 that 
JACK was going to Chicago ^and -that he had been held '■ 

’*for those licenses”. \ . 

The file showed that MEL3A RYAN, CAROL RYAN, 
and FRANKLIN RYAI^ were born in St. Louis County, Missouri, 

. and SUZAN and ^ Quincy, Illinois. 


■FOIA.(b) (-6) • . 
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On 4/(22/6 8 HAZEL HMIILTON, Case Worker, 
Catholic Charities, 510 Jersey Street, Quincy, Illinois, 
v/as interviewed; and furnished the follov;ing information. 

She advised that sometime around 1948 the 
RYAN family or the RAY family of which EARL RAY, FBI 
#306443A, is a ihember, moved to Quincy, Illinois. 


moved to Quincy, 
that the family 
Missouri. She a 
names v;he never i 
had used names i 
RAYNES. 


HAZEL (HAMILTON advised that the RAY family 


Illinois, from Des Moines, Iowa, and 
had moved to Des Moines from Ewing, 
dvised that the family .apparently changed . 
t suited them and she knev; that the family 
ncluding RAY, RYAN, BERNES, RAYNS , and' 


... . She a.dyised that the mother and father, of JAMES.- 

EARL RAY and the (other children were absolutely no good' 
and that v;hen this family first moved to Quincy, Illinois, 
some member of the family was v/orking at the Hotel Lincoln 
Douglas. 


She advised that five of the children, MELBA 
mRIE RYAN. CAROL RYAN /’"RRMxI KLIN RYAN , SUZ IE . RYAN , and- 

I had at times been under the supervision 
or catholic Charities and ’'H-adbeen wards of the Adams County 
Court. “ i 


. • She advised that she had had very little contact 

with .the three older brothers , JAJIES EARL RAY, JERRY RAY or 
, • JERRY RYAN, and JOHN RAY or JACK RYAN. She stated that' the 

youngest daughter, SUZAM RYAN, graduated from Notre Dam.e 
High School, Quincy, Illinois, in approximately 1965, after 
which she moved t'o Chicago, Illinois, and the last knov/n 
. . address she had for SUZIE was Apartment 809,. 117 North 

— - . .rv>AT-hnrn. Chicago,, where she lived wrth a JANET VAIR-. ■ 
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In 1963 she had information that the father, 

■living under the name of JERRY RAYNE, was residing at 
.RED, Clarence, Missouri. 

In 1963 FRA?IKLIN D. RYAN had died in' VJest Quincy, 
Missouri, and was later buried. ' • ' 

She advised that she does not know v.’hat sxactlyear 
the family moved to Quincy, but thought it was around 1948 
■ and state d that definitely JAMES EARL RAY was the oldest 

child in this faraily. She listed the children as follov/s 

in order of age: 

Son JAMES EARL RAY 

Son JOHN RAY 

Son , , JERRY RAY 

Daughter MELBA RAY . . - 

Daughter CAROL RAY 

.Son , FRANKLIN D. RAY 

Daughter SUZAM RAY 

She advised that she knev; that the father of this 

.group of children had used the name of JAf'lES RAY, GERALD R^Y, 

JAMES RYAN and GERALD RYAN, as well as JERRY. She stated 
that the father RZVY had been, a ladies' man and it v/as her 
understanding that he had lived ..with many .women- but had 
probably never married any other than the mothei of the 
children. 

She advised that a Mrs. MAHER v/as the grandmother 
•of the children, and in the past had induced them. t6 .rlin 
av/ay from home and apparently had died in St. Louis While 
■■Mrs. M\HER was living Wltb LUCILE RYAN. 

She advised tha'd; when CAROL RAY v;as fourteen or 
fifteen years old that LUCiLE RAY, the mother,] ^ 


I / and that she believed that 

CAROL v.'ould^ be very difficult to manage v/hen it came to 
furnishing information concerning relatives. 

She felt that the entire family is close enough to 
, the criminal element that the fciraily has developed an 
attitude- of not cooperating- v/ith the law and she feels that 
it is possible that any member ‘of the family might harbor 
JAi^IES EARL RAY; however, she stated that this is merely a 
personal belief and--she had nd information that the family 
had ever harbored anyone. 
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The following investigation was (X>nducted by SA 
MJVCK W. OLIVER, Jr. 

At Quincy, Illinois 

On April 24, 1968, Miss Elizabeth Roth, Manager, 
Quincy Credit Bureau, advised that she had a file for JERRY 
WILLIAM RYAN, Jr. and that this individual had been in her 
files since 1950. Miss ROTH stated that RYAN’s address in 
1950 was 214 Spring Street; in 1954 the Tremont Hotel; and in 
1956, 3391 South 7th Street. Miss ROTH advised that according 
to her file, JERRY WILLIAM RYAN, Jr., along with JAMES A. 
ALDERTON, LONNIE RIFE, EUGENE BA RR I GAR, and FLOYD SIDENER, 
sought parole from the Menard State Penitentiary on August 29, 
1958. Miss ROTH stated that she had no information on 
JERRY WILLIAM RYAN, Jr., since the 1950’s. 

Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for LUCILLE 
RYAN and that she had had this file since 1954. Miss ROTH 
said that the only address she had for LUCILLE RYAN was 536 
York, Quincy, Illinois. Miss ROTH said that according to 
her information, LUCILLE RYAN v/as arrested on July 19, 1954, 
by local authorities, for assault and battery and again on 
August 24, 1957, for larceny, and that she was supposed, to 
have robbed JOHN B. THOMPSON of the Pacific House. Miss ROTH 
said that she had one collection on LUCILLE RYAN and that 
the collection was in 1961 \f or the Bringaze Grocery Store of 

Quincy. V 

tf \ * 

\ \ . 

Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for SUSAN RYAN 

and that she had been in file since September 15, 1965. Miss 
ROTH advised that she had two addresses for SUSAN RYAN, 129| 
North 9th Street and Fowler, Illinois. Miss ROTH advised that 
according to her information, SUSAN RYAN moved from Quincy, 
Illinois, bn June 23, 1966, to 1117 North Dearborn, Chicago. 

Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for MELBA 
RYAN who resides at the Virginia Hotel, and this name had been 
in file since February 27, 1966. Miss ROTH stated that she had 
no further information concerning teLBA RYAN. 
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Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for GERALD 
RAYNES since October 24, 1940, and that RAYNES was 38 years 
of age at that time. Miss ROTH stated that according to her 
information, RAYNES was living at R.R. #1, Ewing, Missouri, 
his wife was LUCILLE, and that he had four children (no 
names). Miss ROTH said that she had no information concerning 
•GSR/LD RAYNES since 1948. Miss ROTH stated that according to 
heriinCorraation, GERALD RAYl'fES came to Quincy, Illinois, from 
St. Louis, Missouri, and gave the following addresses and 
places of employment for GERALD RAYNES: 

Date 


September 28, 1944 


January 13, 1948 
November 12, 1961 


Employment 

Gardner- Denver 
Novelty salesman for 
BILL POPP. 

j * - • 

Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for RUBY 
CARPENTER since May 25, 1964,^ and that RUBY CARPENTER came to 
Quincy, Illinois, from Clarence, Missouri. Miss ROTH stated 
that RUBY CARPENTER worked f or^ the State of Illinois, Family 
and Children Service, and gave the following addresses that 
she had for RUBY CARPENTER: 

lYllg Broadway . 

Quincy, Illinois 

410 North 9th Street , 

Quincy, Illinois 

630 North 6th Street 

Quincy, Illinois. " - < 
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Addresses 

1507 North 4th 
Quincy, Illinois 

Adams, Illinois 

214 Spring Street 
Quincy, Illinois 

Da te 

October 24, 1940 
January 13, 1948 
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Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for JAMES RAY 
which she had crossref erenced with JOHN RAY and that she 
had had this file since Decern be i* of 1966. Miss ROTH stated 
that according to her information, JAMES RAY turned himself 
into the Adams County Sheriff’s Office on March 3, 1967, and 
'advised them that he was wanted in Ogden, Utah. Miss ROTH 
said that on June 15, 1967, RAY committed himself to the 
Veterans Alcoholic Hospital in Jacksonville, Illinois. Miss 
ROTH said she had four addresses for RAY which are as fdllows: 

324 York Street 

Quincy, Illinois 

• 221 South 5th Street 

, Quincy, Illinois. 

< 

I 

323 York Street 

J Quincy, Illinois 

i 

I 1201 South Main Street 

i Jacksonville, Illinois. 

Miss ROTH said that she had no further information 
concerning JAMES RA\Y. 


Miss ROTH stated that she a file f6r, : JOHNNY HARRY RAY 
since April 8, 1953, ancJ that he was 23 years of age at that 
time. Miss ROTH stated tkatJOHNOT LARRY RAY was sentenced to 
serve from three to four years, on June 2, 1953, at the 
Menard State Penitentiary, for au'to theft. Miss ROTH stated 
that according to her information that JOHNNY LARRY RAY* 
attempted to escape from tte Adams County Jail on May 24, i'953. 
Miss ROTH said the .only address she had for JOHNNY LARRY RAY 
was 214 Spring Street, Quincy, Illinois. 
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I 

! 








- 4B - 




HH 5233 Dodd: 59162492 Page 70 



SI 44-561 


tolA(.b') (6) 
FO'IA ( b ) ( 7 )' 



On 4-20-68, MELBA MARIE RYAN v/as interviewed at 
the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, Quincy, III. 

MELBA MARIE RYAN furnished the following information 
to SA ELYON H. DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T. S-ULLIVAN: 

MELBA MARIE RYAN advised that she is the sister 
of JAMES EARL RAY and identified a photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY, FBI f/306 443 A, mated to Missouri Department of 
Corrections on 3-17-60, as her brother. She advised that 
she had only seen her brother JAMES EARL RAY three or four 
times during her life timel ^ ~ H — 


'1 ^ _ RYAN advised that she has been living at the 

Hotel since^December , 1967, and has had no -contact 
t with JAMES EARL RAYsince his escape from the Missouri State 

Penitentiary. 

She advised that she last saw JAJIES EARL RAY around 
1959 when he was living in St. Louis, Missouri, at a boarding 
house operated by their mother, LUCILE RYAN. She ad.vised that 
. , She was staying with her mother, LUCILE RYAN at that time and 

• • that JAMES EARL RAY stayed with them for approximately six 

months. - 

1 ■■■ ■ - i ■ 

She advised that she has never received a letter 

• from JAMES EARL RAY in her life and had no idea as to his 

I present whereabouts . 

She advised that her mother is presently * deceased 
afid that her father is approximately 70 years of age. She 
^ that he was living in Missouri; however, she stated 

! had talked to him on the previous night on the 



I ■ ' ■ • ■ ’ . • 
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telephone and he did not want to furnish his present address 
to anyone. She stated for this reason she would not. give the 
FBI the address of hex* father. 

She advised that she has received letters in her 
life from her brother JOHN RAY or JOHN RYAN and also from . 

JERRY RAY, aka JERRY RYAN. She advised that the real name 
of the family is RAY and that when the family moved from 
_Ev/ing, Missouri, to Quincy, Illinois, the mother changed 
the name from RAY to RYAN inasmuch as they were going to 
St. Bonaface Catholic School in Quincy and the mothei* 
thought that RYAN sounded more Catholic than RAY. 

She advised that her fathei’ once had a brother 
named EARL RAY;, however, he is presently deceased. 

MELBA RYAN furnished the following list of her 
brothers and sisters: 

Brother . . JAMES EARL RAY 

Brother JOHN RAY, aka - 

. JOHN RYAN, . 

. JACK RYAN - . ’ . 

Brother JERRY RAY, aka 

■ . ■ ■ , ■ ' JERRY RYAN 

Sister CAROL PEPPER 

Sister SUSAN RYAN 

' V/hereabouts unknown • 

Brother - MAX RYAN 

\ Whereabouts unknown 

■ ■ it.-. ‘ . 

MELBA RYAN advised that she also had a bi'othei’ named 
FRANKLIN DElJ\NOR RYAN who hkd drowned in the Mississippi River 
around 1963. She stated also an older sister had died in a fire 
in Ewing, Missouri, before the birth of MELBA RYAN. . 

She- stated that when she knev/ her brother JAMES . EARL 
RAY around 1959 he had mentioned at -that time he might go back 
to Germany inasmuch as he liked Germany v/hen he was stationed 
there in the Army, She also was under the belief that JAMES 
EARL RAY had had a girlfriend in Germany; however, she had no 
...knowledge, of any con tact. RAY had with anyone in Germany. since.,,. . 
his discharge from the service-, She thought that he had been 
discharged sometime during the 1940s. 
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She advised that she had moved to Quincy, Illinois, 
with her mother and father approximately 1948 when she was 10 
years of age. 

She stated around 1953 her father had left the 

family and that her mother had, at that time, "put several 

members of the family out for adoption", and the family- had 

not been vei'y close since that period of time. 

• • * * 

-The follov/ing physical description of MELBA -MARIE - 
RYAN was obtained diu'ing the interview:' 

Race White 

Sex . Female 

Date of Birth 9-16-38 

Place of Birth Ewing, Missoiu’i 

Height ; 5’5|" 

Weight 165 pounds 

Build Stout 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Complexion Medium 

Occupation None 
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On 4-21-68, the files of the Quincy, Illinois, 
Police Department, were checked and revealed the following 
arrest record for MELBA MARIE RYAN, date of birth 9-16-38 
at Ewing, Missoiu'i: 


DATE 

CHARGE 

DISPOSITION 

3-12-63 

Mental Case 

Released v/ithout 
Charge 

2-13-66 

Drunk 

$10,00 and Costs 

4-24-66 

Intoxication 

$10.00 and Costs 

12-14-66 

Drunk 

Dismissed 

12-14-66 

Disorderly Conduct 

Dismissed 

12-30-67 

Drunk 

$10.00 and Costs 

8-22-67 • 

■Drunk 

$15.00 and Costs 

9-18-67 

P.runk 

Dismissed 

9-18-67 

»■- 

iriterfering with 
an. Of fi.ee r 

Dismissed 

9-18-67 

V 

Criminal damage 

20 days in County 

. 

to property 

Jail 


The following physical description of MELBA MARIE 
RYAN was obtained from the Quincy, Illinois, PD, as furnished 
by Captain HAROLD HUNSAKER of that Department: i 
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Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 
Occupation 
FBI rif 


Ewing, Missouri 
5 ' 5 -^-" 

165 pounds 

Stout 

Brown 

Blue 

Medium 

On v/slfare. subsistence 
33 271 C 


A revS.ev/ of the records of the Quincy Police Department 
also showed a record fox* JOHNNY RAY,. a,ka JOHN LARRY RAY and 
JOHN L. RAYNS and JACK RAYNS . This file showed JOHNNY RAY’s 
date of birth to be 2-11-31, home address 214 Spring Street, 
hair brown. 


The record showed he was 5 '10" and weighed 160 
pounds. The file contained the following arrests: 


DATE 

CHARGE 


DISPOSITION 

4-7-53 

Larcent of 
. Automobile 

an 

Illinois State 
Penitentiary, 5 - 10 
years 

2-18-60 

Fictitious 

license 

$10.00 and costs 


■ . y 

■A ■ 





|hH 5233 DDCId:59162492 Page 75 



5233 


SI 44-561 ■ 
. EHD : ras 

1 


The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: 

On April 23, 196 8 j SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, Desk 
Clerk, Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois, advised that 
MELBA MARIE RYAN, sister of JAMES EARL RAY, is still re- 
siding at that hotel. HARPER advised that very definitely 
KAY has not contacted anyone at the Virginia Hotel and that 
complete cooperation v.’ill be given the FBI in the matter 
concerning RAY by individuals connected with the Virginia 
Hotel. HARPER advised that he is certain ’WALTER TERRY 
RIFE has not had any contact with RAY anytime during the 
past several years. 
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On May 1, 19SS and May 3, 1968, MELBA MARIE RYAN, 
Virginia Hotel, 234 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois., 
was re-interviewed by SA ELYON H. DAVIS. On each occasion, 
MELBA RYAN advised that ,she had no further information 
concerning the activities and whereabouts of her brother 
JAMES EARL RAY. She also advised that she had no further 
information of value concerning any member of the family. 

She stated that she had been in contact with her father 
residing at Center, Missouri as well as her father’s 
ex-wife RUBY CARPENTER who lived in Quincy, Illinois. She 
stated she had also, contacted MABEL FULLER who resides in 
Quincy, Illinois and all of these individuals disclaim 
any knowledge of the v/hereabouts of activites of her brother 
JAMES EARL RAY. Stie stated that she felt that all members 
of the family that she had contacted would cooperate in 
attempting to locate RAY and that she v/ould furnish any 
information that came to her attention concerning any of 
his activities. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois. 

Daily surveilances v/ere conducted on a spot 
basis by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and SA riACK OLIVER at the 
Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois, where MELBA MARIE 
RYAN, sister of JAMES EARL RAY resides. 

On May 10, 1968, Detective DONALD CAPPS, 
Quincy, Illinois Police Department, advised that Detec- 
tives of that Police Department daily and nightly check 
the Virginia Hotel. He advised that all members of the 
Quincy Police Department and especially the Quincy, Ill- 
inois Detective Bureau carry photographs of JAMES EARL 
RAY and if any information is developed concerning MELBA 
MARIE RYAN having visitors at the Virginia Hotel, this 
information v/ill be immediately furnished to the FBI. 








- 50 - 







HW 5233 DocId:59162492 Page 78 




SI 44-561 



C. SUSAN DONIAN 

\ 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
WILLIAM ROBERTS, III; 


On April 20, 1968, Father JAMES BRINKS, St. Aloysius 
Church, Springfield, Illinois, telephonically contacted the 
Springfield Division and, advised he had known subject's 
sister, SUE since she was a child, and in an effort to help 
locate and intei'view her, he advisejd he was in possession of 
a newspaper article of April, 1967, in the Chicago "Tribune" 
regarding SUE, which shov/ed her to be going under the name 
LEE RILEY and to be working as a go-go dancer in the Bourbon 
Street Club at 936 Rush Street, Chicago, Illinois, 
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;FOIA(b) (6) 
iFOIA(b) (7 ) - (C 


The following' investigation was conducted by SA 
KWCK W. OLIVER, Jr. 

At Quincy, Illinois 

On April 22, 1968, Sister CATHERINE, Prihcipal, Notre 
Dame High School, advised that she had a SUSAN J. RYAN graduate 
from Notre Dame High School on. June 6, 1965. 

Sister CATHERINE stated that SUSAN J. RYAN entered 
Notre Dame High School on Sept ember 8, 1961, and that she came 
from the Children’s Home at Alton, Illinois. 


Sister CATHERINE .stated that while SUSAN 
was a student at Notre Dame HighOSchool, she lived 
and Mrs. ROMAN KLINNER' of Rural Route Number 3, Qui 


Sister CATHERINE said that a transcript 

were mailed to the Gem City College on June 2, 196_, 

it was her understanding that RYAN had received a scholarship 
from the National Secretary’s Association. 


J. RYAN 
with Mr. 
ncy, 111. 


of her grades 
15, and tha t 


Sister CATHERINE sa id 
did not accept the scholarship 
graduation, she moved fi’om the 
Illinois, where she was attend! 
CATHERINE gave the following, in 
SUSAN J. RYAN’S file: ^ V 


that she understood that RYAN 
and that immediately after 
KLINNER ’s residence 
ng a modeling schoo 
formation and descr 




to Chicago, 
1. Sister 
iption from 


Name ■ 

Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Father 
Mother 


SUSAN JANE RYAH 


Adams County, Illinois 
JERRY (no last name) 
LUCILLE liAHER 


Sister CATHERINE said that according to her information 
SUSAN RYAN had four older brothers, one younger brother, two 
older sisters, but that she gave the name of none of these 
brothers or sisters. 




- 53 - 


HH 5233 Dodd: 59162492 Page 81 




SI 44-561 
2 


Sister CATHERINE stated that her file contained a 
photograph of SUSAN JANE RYAN and that it would be available 
if needed in the future. 

Sister CATHERINE stated that she could give no further 
information concerning SUSAN J. RYAN. 







■\ 
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^ D. FRANK RYAN 
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On April 22, 1968, the following investigation was 
conducted by SA ROBERT BLUM RASCOE at St. James Trade School 
in Springfield, Illinois; 

Brother Aequiduis advised that he had a Franklin 
Ryan in attendance from. June, 14, 1958, until January , 

1959. He advised that he had no personal records available 
which might be of lead value, and that the above dates were all 
that indicated that FRANKLIN RYAN had e/er attended this school. 
He advised that he had no record of any FRANKLIN DELANO 
(BUZZ IE) RYAN, A check of the name RAY provided no infor- 
mation which might be of lead value. 

On April 20, 1968, MELBA MARIE RYAN, Sister of 
subject, advised that a brother, FRANKLIN DELANO RYAN 
had drowned in the Mississippi River in approximately 1963. 



•u/' r ■ J f 
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On 4/24/68> the . following investigation was conducted 


by SA ROBERT BLUM RASCOE at Springfield Illinois: 


■i 


Right Reverend Monsenioiir CASSIN, Director, of Catholic 
Charity of Springfield, 830 East Monroe Street, Springfield, 111- 
inois. advised tia t he would not disclose the adopting parents of 

CASSLN said that the boy hs-d been under the , . v 

Catholic Charity control ever since he was a young boy andwduld-iA: 
have . no knowledge of his brother JAjieS EARL RAy. He further ad- 
vised that it wa.s his opinion that to release the names of the 
adopting parents plus their whereabouts would only bring grief and 
-injury-. to a - family and-to the young boy , who he f elt should net be 
involved with the element being investigated in this matter. 

Miss AGNUS , GIBBONS, Clerk, Domestic Relations Branch 
of Sangamon County Circuit Court, advised, that she could not 


produce the records of the adoption of 
a court order being obtained from one of the judges. 


with out 




On this date. Judge DOUGLAS issued a court order on this 
date to have the records cheicked and the records were reviewed in 
: the office at the County<: Building . 


The records reflected the following information: 
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F. JOHN and JERRY RAY 
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Re : JOHN LARRY RAY ; 


Springfield indices reflect a closed Selective 
Service case for subject’s brother, JOHN LA.RRY 
RAYNS, also known as Jack Rayns, also known as John 
Larry Ray. A review of the file v/as made by SA WILLIAM 
ROBERTS, III and the only new information developed was 
the name of an aunt of the subject MILDRED MAHER, listed address 
.as 1118 East- 74th Street, Alton, Illinois, 
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■ ■ Warden M-fiX FRY, of the Her-ard State I^aitentiary, 

Ksnard, Illinois, made a';?ailsbie records at Menard 
Prison to SA lYkRMY Vo GRMEN for cs^amlnntloa: 


P c\r^ V -v^ -5 “ V / r / j - . t-t ^ •r:7<> i V j < r*3'/r^ r>-^ <j 

V<^ V '•-'«» A O •.'•Tk -8- ^ i\ Ci *3 V •:* \o^ r!# 0> ^ *'' fc <y - Ci># 

T *'» 't\ "?• /■'V'Y* *• -f-v^ ^ “T^ TT \ ^ r^c *■"! ’^' Y'* “'i* . VT ^ 

^ Ox ^Lx A ^ ^ l/ V-^ V*» 0 -** Yi- >.* 6 ^ *-*• ^ * ^li*- * 

•-'»<*■ ’-To >-. *1 v* 0 *2 .-a; ’?* “*• Trd^V'f5 "/^dl V 11*^1 f 1 *1 o. r» ry p 

V i!^‘fcyi;ivVi ^:0 . «.JO~ Vj. '♦>' M ® Jlb^^.v'lx't •r.'W-'j. ^ x- i'v^ A iY^'— **^^1 w «-l u. «.•» -C' sv— O^ 


IGth Street, St* liCnis, Missouri, 

It avas dlDcore-racl during e’iaralr.atlo 2 i of tlie above 

rt i- ’i n Tr;l T >T T P V V ^ 'r» X' r "C- T ' T? V a ?-T S “J O 

n *£* ^ f 1 '^* r O 5s N* :0 T? p *5 A' re •;'> *!' ■: f ’j ■; » ’.y sP U 

. \y t. ■*-•->■ '^‘ Oi o W 4b V ; i; A* »;#•>» wi Iv/ V'i’.- <» Vbf •■b^ ^ *bB ^ <**' V/ --►Crf ^ «/^ ® ^ an.. S A <• A 

IIYAN bad naiabar 23737| . f rca ^Decomber, SO, : 1954, to 
DecoLiber ;12, 1955, both MYA2IS v*ere in tbo Menard Btate I^lson 
■ tosetner. Also from /.ngnst, 1, 1S53., to- February 1^ 1930, 

b j*\*i*T^ *3 1*' Of* *'■**(■* ?b ^ ^ *i~ ’^'Vi.fi rr o o *1 Trtra 

. . • • . '*»*• ‘ . 

Both RYAMS listed their relatives the sane. 
Correspondsnee in the file bf 002X21 MBEY IIYAIT fhile at . 
l-Ienarcl Prison consisted •gonerally of ccrre-sponclence 
going cut to his notlier,. LIJCILMe’' RY/ iH,_ 1913 Hickory Street, . 

. St, Jrouis, Missouri, . other ccnniinica-tiGns were those . 

' to his sister, i-ISLBA KYAM, 1201 Sduth Main, Jacksonvillo, . 
.Illinois, 
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Other s;lBte?:s are CAROL RYA2I, 1727 South 11th, 
St, Louis, Missouri; and CAROL KCGSHS, 1701 I'/ashiugton, 
Quincy, IllinoiE. 



fils %7sre 


MRY 


Other relatives noted in the 

3R, 'ireinont Hotel, Quinsy, Illinois, \¥ho is the grandmother 
of JOIHT JAaSP.Y RYAi’I, Other outgoing coisinunicatioiis vexe 
to RALFil nOV/ARD, Indianapolis, Indiana, no ether address 
ehotm, and a co-meunication in 1980 uus directed, to JAliES 
E,' RAY, addressed to Leavein7ortli Prison,' Kansas, Again, it 
is not knovni or is it shov/n by the record that this 
JAJ,n33 E, RAY is identical v;ith sidoject. 

Correspondence noted in the file of JERRY RYAN 
v/ere outgoing ccinBraaications going to PAT HITl’, S971 Rest 
Minister, St, Louis, Missouri, and RREY POBTNS, 3971 Rest ' 
Minister, St, Louis, !,Iissoui‘i , Cne ccsiraunication v/as addressed 
to JSR.RY LA.NCASTSR, 4431 North 19th Street, St. J.^uis, . Missouri, 

•y '.*• *• 

As above stated, the relatives shcivn for both 
JERRY RYAN and JOHN LiRRY. RYAN T/ere identical in each . 

file. V 


No other information helpful to this investigation 
ttas noted in these files. 


•1 
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G . RUBY CARPENTER 
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fFOIA (b)(6) 
(FOIA(b) (7 ) - (C 


I 


_On_ 4/23/88, RUBY' CARPENTER , 630 North S±:<th Street, 
j Cui.ncy, Illinois, was interviev/ed a.t her honid’ by BK EL'!i'*0 
• H. DAYIS and SA ?/i>\CK V'. OLIVER. She furnishbd the' follow- 


ing infcr.nation . 


In 1952, she was working in Quincy j Illinois at 
the Lincolu-Douglas Hotel. Also v/orking at : the hotel pt 
that time was a JAMES GERALD RAY. • She and. RAY started 
going together and left Quincy, Illinois together and 
went to St. Louis, Missouri to live. 

She stated at the. time she left Oiiincy with RAY, 
he was married to LUCILLE RAY or LUCILLE RINE. RAY an'd 
his wii.e IjUCILLE had seven children by their marriage to 
her knowledge. These included JAMES EARL RAY, JOHirRAY, 
also knov/n as JACK RAY or JACK RINS; JERRY RAY.- -CAROL RAY 
FRANlCLlH D. RAY, SAiHDRA RAY, and' ' ’ 


. : She stated that before the RAY family moved ■ to ■ 

Quincy, Illinois from Ewing, Missouri, the fatlier, JA.MES 
GjiRALD RAY had obtained a job v/ith the Chidago, Burlington 
and Quincy Railroad and had moved from E-wing, Missouri, 
to Galesburg, Illinois where he v/orked for a short time 
as a sv/itchina.n. He obtained a Social Security cai’d befor 
starting to W'ork for the railroad under the name of KAYllE 
and he used the name of RAYNES during the time -that she 
•lived with RAY in St. Louis .\ She advised that she and 
RAY lived together. in St. Louis from 1952 until 1961 and 
on S/1/31, she married JAMES GERALD ;RAY at Palmyra, Mis- ' 
souri, tne mairiage vows and services being performed- by 

the Methociist minister in that town. They lived together’, 
s-tarting on that date on fainn,- Rural Route 1,. Clarence, -- 
Missouri. and this continued until RAY left her in Decem- 
ber of 1963. She then obtai.ued a divorce from RAY in 
Palniyia, Missouri in 1964 aiid returned to Quincy, Illinois. 
She stated that after he left her, JA.MES GERALD RAY, moved 

tp Qpiiter,. .-.lissouri where he has .^continued to reside on 
a farm. 
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She advised that she has been in frequent contact 
with JAMES GERALD RAY since their separation in 1963 and 
that MELBA MARIS RYAN, the daugiiter of JAMES GERALD RAY 
also lives in Quincy and she occasionally is in contact 
with MELBA. She advised however that slie has not been 
in -contact with MELBA since Christmas, 1937 until 4/13/88 
when MELBA called her to talk to her concerning JAMES 
EARL RAY and RAY' being charged concerning the. shootina 
of . .MARTIN- LUTHER KING. She advised also on that date'she 
had telephpnically conta.cted JA.MES GERALD RAY' and at 
that time the father had stated that he, hoped his son, 
JAMES EARL RAY was caught as soon as possible so that 
this thing would end. She advised that she is certain 
that JAMES GERAiLD RAY does not know' of the whereabouts 
of his son JAiMES EARL RAY. She stated that at the present 
time, JA.MES GERALD RAY^ was using the name of GSRR'Y RAYNS3 . 

She advised that of the entire RAY family, she 

JACK RINE to be closer to JAR.iES EARL 


considers JACK RAY 


or 


RAY than any of the remainder of the family. She stated 


that^the only time that JAMES -EARL RAY ever lived with 
JA.MES GERALD RAY' and herself was sometime around 19 59 
when he worked as a baker in St. Louis. She stated that 
during this period of time, he also resided with his 
mother and grandmother, Mrs. MAHER at 1913 Eickory Street, 
St. Louis, .Missouri. She a.dvised tha.t during this period 
of time, she and .JA.MSS GERALD HAY were living on 1727 
South 11th Street, St. Louis, Missouri. • ’ 

r 

She advised- that JAMES EARL RAY is supposed to 
have learned the trade o'f ' a, baker in prison and that- he . 
worked at one of the baker,.tes in St. Louis around 1959. 

She had no idea as to the n'aine of the bakery or th.e exact 
location. She stated that he also ’lad his own a.partment 
while in St. Louis as well as living with both his mother 
and his father. She stated that she had not seen him 
since he v/ent to pi'ison ai’ound 19G0 and has had no contact 
witn ^JA.Mno EARL RAY since she and the subject's father 
moved to Clarence, Missouri oh 8/1/61. 

• # 

♦ 

She advised that the subject's father JAMES. 

GERALD RAY was an excellent car salesman and did quite well 
car salesman for a used car lot in St. Louis. Since - 
1961, however, he has worked on a farm, first, the one 
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ov.’ned by her at Clarence, Missouri and afterv/ards on a 
fa.rm at Center, Missouri. 

She advised that he has never married and she 
does not know of any close girlfriends of JAMES EARL RAY. 
She advised that she did not knew of the identity of any 
girlfriends.. 
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The Harboring Statute was explained by SA DAVIS 
to RUBY CARPENTER. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON Ho DAVIS; 

On May 1, 1968, GARY SHELTON, 404 Oak Street, 
Quincy, Illinois, age 16, advised that RUBY CARPENTER is 
employed at his home as a babysitter and housekeeper 
during the daytime for the nine SHELTON minor childi’en. 
After viewing a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, SHELTON 
advised that this individual had never been to his house 
to his knowledge and he has never heard RUBY CARPENTER 
mention JAIMES EARL RAY. He advised that he v/ould 
immediately notify SA DAVIS of any information coming 
to his attention concerning any visitors to the home 
of RUBY CARPENTER and concerning JAMES EARL RAY. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS; 

On May 3, 1968, RUBY CARPENTER, 630 North Sixth 
Street, Quincy, Illinois, was re-interviewed at her home 
and furnished the follpv/ing information; 

She has had no contact with anyone who has any 
information concerning the whereabouts or activities of 
JAJ(!ES EARL RAY since last being contacted by the FBI. 

She advised that definitely JAMES EARL RAY had 
lived with RUBY CARPENTER and her former husband, JAMES 
GERALD RAYNES who v.'as commonly knov/n as JERRY RAYNES or 
JERRY RAYNS in St. Louis, Missouri, sometime around 1959 
or 1960. Also, during this period of time, JAMES EARL 
RAY had resided with his mother, LUCILE RYAN and grandmother, 
Mrs. MAHER, in St. Louis. This was shortly before he was 
sent to prison to the Missouri State penitentiary in either 
1959 or 1960. 

Sometime during the period of time while JAMES 
EARL RAY was in St. Louis, Missouri, around 1959 or 1960 
he definitely made a trip to Mexico. She had no idea as 
to the location of the town in Mexico that he visited; 
however, she remembered hearing him speak. of his trip into 
Mexico. • 

She advised that/ on the previous day, May 2, 1968, 
Mrs. FRANK FULLER, 601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illinois, had 
visited in RUBY CARPENTER’S home. Mrs. MABEL FULLER, at that 
time, had advised that she had heard nothing concerning JAMES 
EARL RAY'S whereabouts and she stated that Mrs. FULLER did 
not know anything concerning the activities of RAY. She 
stated that Mrs. FULLER has always been very defeiasive 
concerning her relatives and that Mrs. FULLER stated that 
she did not believe her nephew, JAMES EARL RAY, committed 
any crime or was involved in any way in the death of Dr. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
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RUBY CARPENTER advised that she had not recently 
talked to MELBA MARIE RYAN but that when last contacted by 
MELBA RYAN approximately one week before, MELBA had no 
information concerning the activities of JAMES EARL RAY, 
and had no information concerning his whereabouts. RUBY 
CARPENTER stated she doubted very much that JAMES EARL 
RAY would ever contact MELBA RYAN. 

RUBY CARPENTER advised that she felt that her 
former husband, JERRY RAYI^S, has had his phone disconnected 
inasmuch as she had tried several times during the past few 
days to call JERRY RAYNES at Center, Missouri. She stated 
I that he has been "very Jumpy" concerning JAMES EARL RAY and 

j that she feels this is the reason that RAYNES had his phone 

disconnected. She stated that she is tempted to call RAYNES 
1 and was told that the phone was disconnected; however, she 

I stated that a telephone strike v/as in existence and the 

I possibility was that the calls did not go through. 

V ' ■ 

I Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she had no idea as to 

j the present whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY's brother JERRY 

! RAY or JERRY RYAN v/ho iS supposed to have disappeared from 

the Chicago area. She advised that sometime around April 
25, 1968, JERRY RAY had called her from Chicago, Illinois, 
and asked her to speak to a Life magazine reporter. At 
i that time, JERRY RAY had indicated that he wished his brother 

would surrender to the FBI, 

1 , She advised thaVshe has not been contacted by 

CAROL PEPPER in any way and has -no idea as to CMlOL’s . present 
I address:. She also stated she had no information concerning 

I the present whereabouts or address of JAMES EARL RAY’s sister 

i SUSAN; however, she did think SUSAN was in Chicago, Illinois, 

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she personally has very 
few visitors and every Monday through Friday she leaves her 
home at approximately 6:30 a.m. and walks to 404 Oak Street 
in Quincy, Illinois, where she is employed by the Child Welfare 
j Department of the State of Illinois, as a babysitter and house- 

keeper in the daytime for the HOMER SHELTON family. She advised 
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that HOMER SHELTON has nine minor children and that HOMER 
Shelton's wife died in March, 1968, and she has been 
employed as a housekeeper for him since that time. She 
usually returns home in the afternoon sometime between 
4;00 and 5:00 p.m, after HOMER SHELTON I'eturns home from 
work. She stated that HOMER SHELTON is employed at 
Moorman's Manufacturing Company. 

RUBY CARPENTER advised that she did not feel 
that JAMES EARL RAY would have any information as to her 
present location. She again expressed the desire to aid 
the FBI in the apprehension of JAMES EARL RAY and stated 
that she would furnish any information that came to her 
attention concerning RAY's whereabouts or activities. 


RUBY carpenter advised that her son JEROME 
CARPENTER is still in the Missouri State Penitentiary 
at Jefferson City, Missouri, for the crime of murder 
and she does not feel that he would have any information 
concerning the whereabouts of activities of JAMES EARL 
RAY. 

On May 3, 1968, HOMER SHELTON, 404 Oak Street, 
Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed and advised that RUBY 
CARPENTER is employed on a daily basis as a babysitter 
and housekeeper for his children at that address while 
he is v/orking. SHELTON advised that he has nine minor 
children and three are not in school and that his v/ife 
died in March, 1968. He stated he has no information 
concerning any visitors who may .have visited RUBY 
CARPENTER during. the day tirae\at his home. He stated 
that she has never mentioned JAMES EARL RAY to him and 
after viewing photographs of RAY, advised that RAY has 
never been to his home and that he has never seen JAMES 
EARL RAY. SHELTON advised that he would notify the FBI 
of any information he learns concerning anyone contacting 
RUBY CARPENTER or any information concerning JAMES EARL 

ray. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois.. 


On May 1, 1963, Sergeant ROLAND HANSON, Quincy, 
Illinois Police Department, advised that he resides at 
606 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinois, He advised that 
RUBY CARPENTER who resides at 630 North Sixth Street is a 
neighbor of Sergeant H^ANSON . HANSON advised that he would 
notify . the FBI of any visitors to or from the CARPENTER 
residence. Sergeant MNSON advised that Miss CARPENTER 
does not have many visitors and only goes to and from work 
each day after v/hich time she seems to reside at her home 
by herself and she has. very little contact v/ith her neigh- 
bors , ■ 


On Maj'' 10, 1968 and May 13, 1963, Sergeant HANSON 
advised that he has not observed any visitors to theRUBY 
CARPENTER home since last being contacted by SA DAVIS. 

Spot surveilances on a daily basis v/ere conducted 
by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and SAMACK OLIVER at the residence of 
630 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinois, for the period of 
May 1968 through May 10, 1968. During this period of 
time, no visitors were observed entering or leaving the 
RUBY CARPENTER home at that address. 


\ 

\ 




-r - < 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

May 23,. gig 6 8 

■ RUBY SMITH CARPENTER v;as reinterviewed at her 
home, 630 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinois, after 
‘she telephonically contacted SA DAVIS and requested to 
be reinterviewed by him. 

Mrs. CARPENTER furnished to SA DAVIS the 
follov;ing Vi/ritten statement v/hich she stated she had 
written to give as exact account as possible of her 
knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY. The statement v;as on both ; 
sides of a white piece of paper and read as follovrs. 

"Mr. Elyon Davis - Since you V7ere here the last 
time I have thought of sorae things I v;ould like to make 
clear, things I did not think of at first. First I know 
nothing of the whereabouts of James Earl Ray. I have 
seen him perhaps 6 times, the last in 1958 I believe. 

2nd I know nothing about any unlav/ful acts of any of the 
Ray, Rayns, Ryan family. The only one of the family I 
have been closely associated v/ith is the father, James 
Gerald Ray, who was my husband for about 3 years. We- 
v;ere divorced the 9th of December 1963. 3rd I have 
alv/ays lived an honest and lav/abiding life. I have 
v/orked hard and supported myself entirely for 16 years 
and have helped others a great deal besides. Everything 
I have or ever had has been from honest and respectful 
work. No one has ever given my anything except my 
father, who left me some money at his death. 4th I would 
not accept anything obtained dishonestly if it were offered 
to me, which v/as not. 

"I have seen many errors printed about the family. 
The headlines of the Herald 'Whig stating Ray's father has 
long local criminal record. An article in Chicago Daily 
Nev/s by Drev/ Pearson and Jack Ahderson stating the children 
v;ere adopted by various persbns. None of the children were 
adopted unless perhaps Max, the youngest. They also stated 
James Earl Ray was the product of a broken home. How could 
he be when he was 24 years old when the, father left the 
home, and, had been living av/ay from home several years prior. 


On 5/20/68 ot Quincy, Illinois 


Fii«V SI •44-561 


*»y. 


SA ELYON H. DAVIS 




• ./smr 


Date dictated 


■ 5/22/68 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 
it and Its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogency. , « ■ 
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"This stateraent is v/ritten by me and is true and 

sincere. 

"/s/ Ruby -Smith Carpenter 
' "May 15, 1968" 


Mrs . CARPENTER advised that her former husband, 

JAMES GERALD RAY, is still residing in Center, Missouri, under 
the name of JERRY RAYNS, and that he had his phone changed to 
an unlisted phone in order that he would not be bothered by 
crank calls. She stated that she is in contact occasionally 
with MELBA MARIE RYAN, the sister of JAi'-iES EARL RAY, and with 
Mrs. FRANK FULLER, the aunt of JAMES EARL RAY. She stated tha.t 
all members of the family tell her that they have no 
information concerning JAMES EARL RAY ' s whereabouts and will 
cooperate in the location of RAY. 


Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she could not furnish 
any further information other than that previously furnished 
to the FBI . ^ 



f 
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H. EARL EVERETT RAY 
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On April 22, 1968, BILL I^AUFMAN, Illinois State Board of 
Probation and Parole, advised of the following re captioned individua 
subject's uncle: 

EARL RAY, also known as Earl Everett Ray, James Ryan, 

James Me Carthy, James Patrick Clancy, Joe Roe, White, 

•male, date of birth. May 5, 1904, place of birth, Quincy, Illinois, 
and as of 1949, 5* 9^" in height, 178 pounds, dark gray hair, 
light blue eyes, wife - AUDREY, divorced 1950, last known 
address, 1439 Cherry Street, Quincy, Illinois, criminal record 
dateing back to 1916, Menard, Illinois State Prison 
Numbers 6588 and 21025, Incarcerated at Menard 1925 to 
1933 (assault to kill) and 1948 to 1955 (assault to mayhem - 
threw acid in wife's face), no FBI number available. 
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On 4/22/68 Chief RAY WELSH, Quincy, Illinois 
Police Department, made available the records of the 
Quincy Police Department of EARL EVERETT RAY. 

The files shov/ed that- EARL EVERETT RAY is 
holder of Peoria, Illinois PD #14439 and that on 
8/23/43 EARL PvAY, 1401 Cherry Street, v/as arrested for 
throwing acid in the f^ce of his V7ife, Mrs. EARL RAY; 

This case was later closed and no prosecution v/as 
involved. 

The file shov;ed that EARL RAY was 4 3 years of 
age in 1943. On 8/25/47 EARL RAY was wanted by the 
Quincy PD on: an assault to kill charge. This apparently 
also involved his wife. On 9/10/48 the files contain 
information that EARL PJ^Y and his wife v/ere _ involved in 
a fight and that her sister, DORIS, v/as a witness. At 
that time Mrs. RAY moved to 1403 Cherry Street and her 
sister v/as DORIS GODMAN, 645 College Street. 

On 7/24/55 ExARL RAY was arrested for the _ assault 
of YVONNE HC GINEERG,.., 415 York Street, Quincy, Illinois. 

Oh 8/59 EARL. RAY was arrested for assault and 
battery and the victims were, AUDREY RAY, v/ife, and LEONA 
FERGUSON. This occurred at' 1403 Cherry Street, Quincy, 
Illinois, after he had hit AUDREY RAY in the mouth and 
LEONA FERGUSON in the stomach. At that time EARL RAY was 
living at 1415 Cherry Street, Quincy, Illinois. 
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AT GALESBUEG, ILLINOIS: 

♦ . • » ^ ' 

On April 26, 1968, Mr. C. D. IREY, Special Agent, 

C B & Q Railroad, stated that a review of the employment files 
listed a file on EARL EVERETT RAY, subject’s uncle, 164 South 
Academy Street, Galesburg, Illinois, He shov/ed a previous 
address of 128 North 5th Street, Quincy, Illinois and listed LOUISA 
RAY as his Mother. The file indicated that he -wbrlcl'd for the 
railroad for the period November 4, 1944, to November 17, 1944, 

13 days. He listed former employment of April, 1934 to 
June, 1944 with Sunset Amusement Company, Excellsior Springs, 
Missouri and C B & Q Railroad, Omaha, Nebraska, and W. A, COLE, 
a fellow employee, does not recall RAY^' 

Name checks at the Galesburg, Police Department, 

• Enox County Sheriff’s Office and the Credit Bureau failed 
to develop any information. The former residence 
area of 164 South Academy is now a cemetary. 
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I. WILLIAM and MILDRED MAHER 
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WILLIAM E, MAHER, Uncle of JARffiS EARL RAY, was located 

at 712 Brown Street, Alton, Illinois April 22, 1968. He 

stated prior to RAY’s entry into the Army, he worked at 

a shoe tannery, Hartford, Illinois, where he became 
associated with individual who had pro-Nazi leanings and 
RAY became anti-Negro and anti- Jewish as a result. In military 
service, RAY was in Germany where opinion crystalized. 

MAHER stated he last sav/ RAY 10 or 12 years ago and to 
his knowledge, RAY has not been in Alton since 1959 when he 
was involved in an armed robbery. He stated he could suggest 
no one in the Alton area acquainted with RAY or to whom RAY might 
turn for help. 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ROBERT C. HAINES: 

WILLIAM and MILDRED MAHER, 712 Brown Street, 

Alton, Illinois advised they are the uncle and aunt of 
JAMES EARL RAY, They have advised that RAY has not been in 
contact with them for 10 or 12 years; that they do not believe he 
will contact them since they had a falling out when they last 
were together and that if RAY does contact, them, or they think or 
anything that might be pertinent regarding him, they would get 
in touch with the FBI promptly. 

With regard to other relatives of RAY, Mr, and Mrs. 
MifflER advised as follows 

Mrs. MARY MAHER, , - 

Grandmother, \ 

deceased 

LUCILLE RYAN, 

Mother ■ 

Deceased. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA FRANK E. CORN, SR.^ and SA ROBERT C,‘ HAINES: 

AT ALTON, ILLINOIS: 


From May 2, through May 14, 1968, physical aurveil lance 
of the residence of WILLIAM MAHER, 712 Brown Street, 
was instituted on a daily basis at varying times of the day and 
evening hoiu’s. 

No unusual activity v/as noted during these surveillances. 
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J. Mrs. FRAm (MABLE) FULLER 
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On April 20, 1968, Mrs. MABLE FULLER, nee Ray,' 

Paternal Aunt of Subject, Quinty, Illinois, stated very 

little contact with any member of family. No information regarding 

subject’s whereabouts of or background. She last heard 

that SUSAN, subject’s sister, in Chicago and married. Uncle, 

WILLIAM MAHER, an advertising service man and paint contractor 

as of 1960, believed either deceased or in San Francisco, California. 

WILLIAM MAHER, was born September 20, 1916. and has FBI # 

'768642. 
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The following individuals in Quincy, Illinois, were 
recontacted by SA ELYON H, DAVIS on the dates indicated by 
each name, at which time they could not furnish any iaformation 
not already furnished/concerning this matter: 


WA LTER TERRY RIFS 
Virginia Hotel 
April 30, 19SS 



I 

1 



SAMUEL EDV/ARD ILARPER 
Virginia Hotel 
April 25, 1968 and 
April 30, 1968 

ART CONNORS . 

Virginia Hotel • 
Api'il 30, 1968 

EARL JACK HILAND 
Sky Ride Inn Tavern 
April 30, 1968 











On April 26, 1968, MARGxlRET ROTH, ..Assistant Manager , 
Credit Bui’eau of Quincy, Inc., 226 North 5th Street, Quincy, 
Illinois, advised SA ELYON H. DAVIS that FRANK’ FULLER and wife, 
.MABEL RAY FULLER, resided at 2601 Chestnut Stree.t, Quincy, 
Illinois, as of April' 1''1967. This was' the last entry in 
•. the file. In 1958, FRANK, FULLER v/as working for Heck Vending 
Machine Company, Quincy,’ Illinois. . The file showed he was 
68 years of age in 1967 and 'either retired or unemployed. 

The Credit Bureau did not cbntain any information as to ' 

relatives and the credi’t of the FULLER family was good. 

MABEL RAY FULLER, .2601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, 
Illinois, Was reintei’viewed on April 26, 1968, by SAVs 
ELYON H. DAVIS and FRANK J. HABERS HAW. . ' ; 

Mrs. FULLER furnished the following information: 


■ She has received no information 

EARL RAY since last being interviewed by 
not seen RAY since 1955 when her mother. 


concerning JAMES 


the 


i S'U-tCH,'; 




CHJO. J 


TT 


(';D?X£0_ 
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EOIA(b') (6) 
FOIA(b) (7 ) - 


JAMES EARL RAY, died. He apparently arrived at the funeral 
services by himself and left by himself. 

She advised that she is the sister of JAMES GERAIJl 
RAY, the father of JAMES EARL RAY. She has not been JAMES 
GERALD RAY for a number of years and has not had any close 
contact with her brother JAMES GERALD RAY. 


She stated that JAMES EARL RAY served in the United 
States Army in Germany, near the end of World |War, II, or after 
the war and this is the only overseas ti’avel concerning RAY 
of which she has any knowledge. She stated that she did not 


consider herself to be the favorite aunt of JAMES EARL RAY. 
She stated that before he entered the service in the middle 
1940 's, he had lived with the grandmother named MAHER, in 


Alton, Illinois, and apparently he had worked 


for some 


"leather making outfit" in Alton. 


ijj Mrs. FULLER advised that all of the children of 

i| the RAY family v/ere apparently put out for adoption some 

ji time around 1952 and that she perso nally did not know there 

i! had been a RAY child by the name of 

; ^ She advised that until the FBI contacted her con- 

cerning JAMES EARL RAY, she did not even know that his mother 
LUCILLE was dead. 

i , ; ■ ■ ■■ . . ^ 

She advised" that while JAMES EARL RAY was in prison 
, ■ at Jefferson City, Missouri,, she had sent him mail on a- number 

of occasions and had on ocpasion sent him small quantities of 
money. She stated that he had sent her two or three Christmas 
cards and this was the only contact she had with him. 

Mrs. FULLER advised that apparently she had not 
. • been on JAMES EARL RAY'S mailing list v/hile in the penitentiary 

. . and^he had smuggled out. .through other visitors and inmates 
Christmas cards to her on two or three occasions. These 
in turn v/ere mailed to her. ■ 

She advised that on each one of these cards, he 
had signed them "jimmY".- 
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She advised that EARL RAY was her brother and that 
he had died in Buffalo, New York, a number of years ago. 

She stated that JAMES EARL RAY probably had no knov/ledge 
of the death of EARL RAY or the whereabouts of EARL RAY 
at the time of death., 

Mrs. FULLER advised that she and her husband are 
retired and spend almost all of theii* time at home. She 
stated they have vez'y few visitors and she has practically 
no contact with other members of the RAY fami ly. 

She advised that she would cooperate with the 
FBI in this matter and furnish any information that comes 
to her attention. 

FRANK FULLER, 2601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illinois, 
advised that he is the husband of MABEL RAY FULLER and that 
she is the aunt of JAMES EARL RAY. 

FRANK FULLER advised he has no contact with members 
of the RAY family and he had no information concerning the 
whereabouts, activities or associates of JAMES EARL RAY,' 

FRANK FULLER advised he v/ill furnish any information 
concerning any membez* of this family to the FBI. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
S/i ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois. 

ELMER BECIdi'IAN, 2505 Chestnut Street, Quincy, 
Illinois, advised that the FRANK FULLER family resides at 
2601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illinois and that' the family 
solely consists of FRANK FULLER and his v/ife MABEL FULLER. 
EECICIvIAN advised that he^ after viewing photographs of JAMES 
EARL RAY, had never seen this individual at the FULLER'S 
house and he would immediately advise the FBI of any infor- 
mation concerning the activities of the FRANK FULLER fam- 
ily. He advised that FRANK FULLER is retired and that 
he and his wife spend. almost all of their time at their 
own home. Occasionally, FRANK FULLER might work at a 
tavern in Quincy, Illinois, if a bartender could not be 
found a tavern on some given date. 

ELMER BECKMAN was contacted concerning the activ- 
ities at the FRANK FULLER house on May 1, 1963, May 6, 196 
and May 9, 1968, and on each occasion, BECKMAN advised tha 
there had been no visitors to the FULLER house during that 
period of time. 

1 . 

Surveilances were conducted by SA ELYON H. DAVIS 
and SA MACK OLI'VER on the residence at 2601 Chestnut Street 
on a spot basis daily from May 1, 1963 to May 10, i963. 

In this period of time no activity was observed at the 
FULLER home and no visitors ,_v;ere observed at the FULLER 
home . - . ' t. 

'1 ^ - 

- ■ s . 

■ ■ V ' . ■ ■ , ■ ■ 
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IV, ASSOCIATES OF JAMES EARL RAY 
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A. WALTER TERRY RIFE 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA LARRY W. GREEN: 

The following correspondents were shown in WALTER 
T/ RIFE'S correspondence file #31326 at Menard Prison, 
Menard, Illinois: 

Frequent letters to his wife, JAN RIFE, 1508 
North Autumn, Peoria, Illinois; )prostitute) 

Mother-in-law, Mrs. FRANK (JULIA) 0\^N, 1508 
North Autumn Lane, Peoria, Illinois; 

Other Miscellaneous Correspondence : 

UgS. Disciplinary Barrack 
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas; : 

GEORGE GINOS 

Hillsboro, Illinois, June 19, 1964; 

LEON SUIHERLAND, 

First National Bank Building, 

Peoria, Illinois, 

July 7, 1964; 

HAROLD MASON, 

527 South Adams, • 

Peoria, Illinois' 

July 13, 1965 

Peoria County Bar Association, 

Box 209, \ 

Peoria, Illinois, 

July 17, 1964; 

CECIL MC CRACKEN, 

Greenville, Illinois 
Circuit Court Clerk, 

December 10, 1964; ’ 
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Bond County State’s Attorney 
December 15, 1964; 

JAIffiS BAILEY (rejob); 

Pekin, Illinois 
RR 2 , 

November 3, 1965; ^ 

JOHN F. GRADY, 

9 North County Street, 

Waukegan, Illinois • 

April 25, 19665 

LAST ADDRESS; (May 19, 1966) paroled to FRAJHC O^VENS, 

1508 Peoria 

(assumed 1508 North Autumn) 


PREVIOUS INCARCERATION; 


Joliet Prison 
April 16, 1959, 
No. 22-674 


BROTHER : 
SISTER: 

FRIEND: 


FRED RIFE, 

Lanark, Illinois; 

BETTY VOSS 
227 Truman 
Lanark, Illinois ; 

LINDA NIEDERS 
General Delivery 
Christopher, Illinois; 
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The following agencies at Harrisburg, Illinois, 
were checked with negative results concerning possible 
location of MONAN LEE CRAWORD and DARLENE CRAWFORD, 
sister and niece, respectively, of WALTER TERRY RIFE 
(associajte of subject ._JAJ!ES BARL RAY), ^ ^ , 

Postmaster 

BILL MELTON, 

, Harrisburg, Illinois; 

Sheriff CLIFTON JONES 

Saline County Sheriff’s Office; 

Officer PAT ATKINSON, 

Harrisburg, Illinois, Police Department; 

ROY LANE, 

Former trooper , 

Illinois State Police; 

RAY JCHINSON, 

Operator 

Little Ray’s Bar-B-Que 

Route 45; 

VERNA STINSON 

Saline Covmty Credit Bureau 

It is to be noted that all of the above persons 
remembered the CRA^TFORDs but ’ all -advised the CRA WORDS moved 
away during 1955 or 1956 and they have no knowledge of 
forwarding address or their present location. 
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• * ' On. 4-20-68, WALTER TERRY RIFE v/as re-interviewed 

at the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, by SA ELYON 
• H. DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T. SULLIVAN. 

RIFE furnished the following information: 

RIFE advised that he had had no contact with JAMES 
EARL RAY, FBI irSOG 443 A, since he last saw RAY in the 
'■ Federal Penitentiary in Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1957. 

I RIFE advised that the best he could remember 

concerning RAY that RAY had had close associates, or 
] relatives at one time in the Alton, Illinois, area. He 

stated that he felt that RAY had at one time hiing out 
If around taverns owned by TERRY T\7EET in the Alton area. 

i : • , . • . . ■ 

t; • 

RIFE advised that he knew that RAY had at one 
time close contact with some fence in Peoria j Illinois, - 
to whom RAY sold stolen items. By this he stated that 
he meant that RAY v/as a thief and would steal anything 

. .during the period of time he knew RAY front the late.. 1940s 

until 1955 and this included household items, groups of 
. burglaries of business establishments and such like and ... 

that RAY would get rid of hot items through a fence in 
Peoria. RIFE .advised that* he had .no idea as to the . 
identity of this fence, 

•» 

. ^ RIFE stated that he (RIFE) had lived in. the Peoria., 

Illinois, area until 1967 when RIFE moved to the home of his 
i brother LONNIE RIFE at Baylis, Illinois. RIFE then in 2-68 

had taken over the opei’ation of the restaurant at the Virginia 
’Hotel'and had been operating this restaurant since that time, 

RIFE again reiterated that any of the individuals 

• ' who -lived -or worked at the Virginia Hotel could verify~:thev 

fact that he had been at,, the Virginia Hotel for the period 
3-27-68 through 4-4-68. He stated also that since he and 
his wife operated the-.-.restaurant. together and.since hie - 

. ' " ■ T • ’■ .. . 
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had had, a baby. in 2-68, it had been necessary for him to work 
long hours and to also be at home on a regular basis to take 
care of the RIFE's three other children. 

■ He again stated that members of the Quincy Police 
Force could verify that RIFE had been in Quincy on a daily 
basis inasmuch as the police checked the Virginia Hotel 
every night. 

RIFE advised that he v/ould be available for inter- 
views by the FB,I at any time and that in the event that he 
was not working or at his home 214 Lynn Street, Quincy, 
Illinois, SAMUEL EDITA HA’RPER, a Clerk at the Virginia Hotel, 
v/ould know of his exact whereabouts, and RIFE could be 
reached in a short period of time. 

RIFE advised that he could not remember anyone in 
the Quincy area who was close to the subject and could not 
think of anyone who might have any information concerning 
RAY. 

RIFE advised that he did not feel that MELBA 
MARIE RYAN, the sister of the subject, has had any contact 
with RAY a nd ho certainly is aware of the fact that MELBA 
MARIE RYAI7 


FOIA(b) (6) , 

.FOIA'(b)- (7 ) - (C).'. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 'S 
ELYON H.' DAVIS AND THOMAS M, SCHOENHOFER on 4-19-6 8: 

Trooper EARL MC FEETERS, Illinois State Police, 

Hull, Illinois, advised that he has since 3-18-68 seen 
LONNIE RIFE and V/ALTER RIFE almost on a daily basis. He 
advised that until recently, V/ALTER RIFE had lived at the. 
home of LONNIE RIFE; however, V/ALTER RIFE is now working 
at the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois, operating the 
, j restaurant in that Hotel. MC FEETERS.' advised .that he does 

•! i not, believe either RIFE has made any long trips from the ; 

! Quincy, Illinois, area or has been gone from Quincy, 111., 

ji for any extended period of time during the past month., . 

,;J _ , On 4-19-68, Detectives DON CAPPS and HAROLD LAMB, 

\\ Quincy, 111., PD, advised that they are night detectives for 

|| ..that PD. Each advised that as a usual thing on their night 

r routines they pass the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second St., . 

* . Quincy, 111. They advised tha.t they cannot state for certain 

on any exact date that V/ALTER RIFE was at the Virginia Hotel; 
however, they have seen him there practically every night 
operating the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel. Each advised 
■ that RIFE certainly could not have been. gone for any extended 

... ._.period of ..time from ..Quincy without their knowing of this and 

that RIFE was certainly not gone foi' several days at any time. 

On 4-19-68, MARY' VAN RIFE, home address 214 Lind 
Street, Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed at her place of 
employment, the restaurant at the Virginia Hote"!, 534 North 
Second Street, Quincy, Illinois.. She advised that she is 
. . married to V/ALTER TERRY RIFE and . that her husband has been 
in -Quincy, Illinois, for every day since February, 1968. She 
stated that her husband certainly was not gone any day from 
3-27-68 through 4-4-68. She advised that he was working 
each day at the restaurant in, the Virginia Hotel operated, 
by her husband. She viewed a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, 
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• 'FOIA (Jd ) ( 6 ) 

F'OIA (b)(7) - ( C ) 


FBI rt 306 443 A, made on 3-17-60. She advised that she had 
never seen this individual in her life and had never heard 
her husband speak concerning this individual, MARY JAN RIFE 
advised that she has been married to V/ALTER TERRY RIFE since 
1961 and that during that period of time jAmES EARL RAY has 
never contacted him for any reason. She advised that MELBA 
MARIE RYAN resides at the Virginia Hotel and that shortly 
before being interviewed she had learned that MELBA MARIE 
RYAN v/as supposed to be the sister of the individual charged 
‘with the shooting of MARTIN , LUTHER KING,. She advised this 
was the first time she had ever heard of JAMES EARL RAY and 
did not know that RAY was a brother to MELBA MARIE RYAN. 



; I 
J 

i t 



K 


She also advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN 


On 4-19-68, SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, Desk Clerk, Virginia 
Hotel, 534 North Second Street, advised that WALTER TERRY RIFE 
operates the restaurant in the Hotel. HARPER advised that 
V^ALTER terry RIFE had been v/orking every day at -the restaurant 
since 2-68 when he took over the operation of the restaurant. 

He advised that RlFE's wife had given birth to a child in 
2-68 and that during the period of time that RIFE's wife v/as 
in the hospital, he had operated the restaurant practically 
without any help and had y/orked from 15 to 18 hours a day. 

HARPER advised that RIFE has not been gone, from Quincy, . 111. , 
for any one-day period since, taking over the operation of the 
restaurant. v , 


A photograph of ^jAMES- EARL RAY was exhibited to 
HARPER. HARPER advised that this individual was unknown to 
him and stated he had never seen RAY to his recollection 
during his life. 


HARPER advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN resides at 
the Virginia Hotel; however, he had nevei* heard her mention 
JAMES EARL RAY and did not know that this was the brother of 
MELBA MARIE RYAN until that date. HARPER advised that MELBA 
MARIE RYAN had resided at the Virginia Hotel since 12-67 and 
he is certain that RAY has not visited the Virginia Hotel 
during that period of time. 
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FOIA(b) (6) 
FOIA(b)(7) - (C) 


On 4-19-68, at tempts were made to intervi ew MELBA 
MARIE RYAN; howevei’, she and it 

was impossible to conduct an interview oh that date. She 
advised that she would be available for an interview on 
4-20-68 and that she was willing to consent to an interview 
with the FBI. She did stated during a short period of time 
an interview was attempted to be conducted that she had no' 
idea as to the whereabouts of her brother JAMES EARL RAY. 



V 


W 5233 Dodd: 59162492 Page 125 




SI 44-561 




fD-302 (Rev. 4-15-6')) 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


n.,. MAY.l. 1968 


On April 19, 1968, V/ALTER TERRY RIFE, home address 
214 Lind Street, Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed at his 
place of business, Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, 
Quincy, Illinois. Before the interview, RIFE was advised 
of his rights by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and a V/aiver of Rights 
Form v/as read , to RIFE. RIFE advised he would not sign the 
V/aiver of Rights Form but that he v/as willing to discuss 
anything with FBI Agents. 


RIFE furnished the following information: 

rife advised that he last saw JAMES EARL RAY, FBI 
/^306 443 A, in 1957 when V/ALTER TERRY RIFE was released from 
the United States Prison at Leavenworth, Kansas. 

RIFE advised that he had been arrested in 1955 
with JAMES EARL RAY at Hannibal, Missouri, and both had .been 
.charged with the possession of stolen money orders from- a 
Post Office. He advised that these had been taken from a 
Post Office at Kellerville, Illinois, in a burglary and that 
he and JAMES EARL RAY had then ' traveled throughout the United 
States cashing these postal money oi’ders ; He advised that 
they had traveled to New Orleans, Florida, Kansas City and 
California, cashing the stolen money orders before being 
arrested at Hannibal, Missouri. 

Both were then sentenced to the United States 
penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas. . . 

* ' f ■ ' * 

RIFE advised that he had seen JAMES EARL RAY almost 
on a daily basis at the penitentiary at Leavenworth from 1955 
until RIFE was released from the penitentiary in 1957. RIFE . 
later learned that RAY was hot released from the penitentiary 
at Leavenwoi’th until 1958. He stated that he had not been in 
contact with RAY since that date and had no knov/ledge of RAY's 
activities other than he had heard that RAY was sentenced to 
the Missouri .State Penitentiary in the early 1960’s. He had 
no idea as to the charge concerning RAY at that time; however, 

' he thought it was some type of armed robbery. 


On. 4-19-68 Quincy, Illinois' p,,,, SI 44-561 - _ 

' ~ ■■ I , n ^ I ‘ ‘ ^ ^ ■ I IMWII ■ I ■ ■ ^ . 

. , SA THOMAS M. SCHOENflOFER 

j by. SA ELYON H. DAVIS ! = /ras dicto.eJ 4-25-68 

This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond Is loaned to your ogency: 
It ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogr““*' >■ 
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money and he knew that during that time that RAY broke into 
houses and stole. money or goods he could sell, RAY also 
pulled stick-ups with a gun and that RAY committed burglaries 
in which safes were involved. RIFE advised that he does not 
want to talk about any particular job that he might have been 
involved in with RAY. He stated that RAY would also roll 
, .di'unks to obtain money and would obtain money any way that, 
a thief could obtain money. He stated that RAY was a roamer 
and a loaner and did not seem to have any close friends. 

RIFE felt that in the event that JAJIES EARL RAY 
ever returns to the Quincy, Illinois, area, RAY will contact 
RIFE. RIFE stated, hov/ever, that he has no knowledge that 
RAY has returned to Quincy since 1955 and does not believe 
RAY has returned to Quincy or he would have known something 
concerning the return of RAY. 

RIFE advised that he v/ould not hide JARIES EARL RAY 
and would immediately notify the FBI of any information he 
receives concerning ray's whereabouts. 

RIFE advised that he personally knew nothing con- 
cerning the shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING in Memphis, , 
Tennessee and that he most certainly himself v/as not in the 
Memphis area during the period of March 27, 1968 through 
April 4, 1968, He advised that this could be verified 
from all people connected with the Virginia. Hotel as well 
-as members of the Police .Department of Quincy, Illinois. 

He stated that night • policemen cruise by his restaurant 
at the Virginia Hotel prabticaTly every hour of each night 
and that the night detectives and also patrolman LARRY COLLINS 
could verify that he had no\ left the Quincy, Illinois, area, 

V 

RIFE advised that he knew that JAMES EARL RAY ’s uncle 
EARL RAY had moved to California from the Quincy, Illinois, area 
■ "'ten to fifteen years before and that he^ thought the uncle had 
died v/ith a heart attack. He knew that somewhere hd had under- 
stood that EARL RAY was dead. 

• ■ . f ' * 

RIFE advised that he could furnish no information 
concerning possible- contacts of JAMES EARL RAY. 

The Harboring Statute was explained to RIFE by SA 
ELYONH. DAVIS. 


M - 99 - 
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RIFE advised that he first met JAMES EA^L RAY around 
1942 when apparently RAY and his family moved to i^uincy, ; Illinois, 
from some small town in Missouri. He stated/ that HAY had close 
connections in Quincy and that , during the period (of iime tlmt 
he had knovm RAY, RAY had resided with his Uncle,; EarE RAY, in 
Quincy and at the time he and RAY were arrested in /Hanhibla, 
Missouri, RAY was living at the Victor Hotel on North Sixth 
Street in Quincy, Illinois. He advised that the Victor Hotel 
• has been closed for many years and that he-,understahds the 
operator of the Victor Hotel is now deC'edsed. 


RIFE advised that he had nevei’ heard RAY 
father. or talk very much concerning his relatives 


mention his 


and 


advised that he did- not know that MELBA RYAN, who res 
the Virginia Hotel was RAY 's sister until learning; on 
date that RAY was charged with the shooting of MARTIN 
KING . • 


RIFE \ 
ides at 
that 
LUTHER 


in Hannibal. Missouri, thev were accompanied bvl I 


He advised 
until the da; 

that he 

f o r\-F 4- V» c 

is certain .that RAY had never met 
fir arrest in Hannibal land /that he 


her to Hannibal o n a date . 
sently married to 


in a tavern in 
He ad vised that 
in Quincy, 


Quincy 


is pre- 


liiinois 


RIFE stated that he remembered distinctly that 
and RAy did not know ‘each other until he introduced' them on the 
date the three were arrested in Hannibal, He stated that 
was’ not actually arrested but was released and that she had nothing 
to do with the passing of ’the stolen postal money orders , 


RIFE advised, that he had never visited in the RAY 
home in Quincy, Illinois, and had no idea as to the address 
of ray’s people or the number of relatives that RAY had in 
Quincy, He stated that he and RAY as a normal thing, did not 
actually run around together but would meet each other in 
taverns at which time they would talk and decide to do some- 
thing together. b 

- RIFE advised that during the period, of time that he 
'had known JAMES EARL RAY, RAY 'had' been ”a thief”. He stated 
that RAY would do anything during that period of time to make 
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The follov/ing investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: 

- On April 23, 1968, MARY JAxN RIFE, 214 Lind Street, 
Quincy, Illinois, advised she is certain her husband, V/ALTER 
TERRY RIFE, has no knowledge of the present activities .or 
whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY. 

She stated also that MELBA MARIE RYAN, sister of 
RAY, still resides at the Virginia Hotel and eats almost 
all of her meals at RIFE 's restaurant in the hotel. She 
stated that f/IELBA MARIE RYAN has told her on several 
occasions during the last three or four days that she, has 
no information or knowledge of the whereabouts of JAMES 
EARL RAY. 

^ • She advised that MELBA MRIE RYAN has been highly' 

emotional during the past lew days and she felt that this 
was due to numerous reporters attempting to interview MELBA 
MARIE RYAN. 

She advised that MELBA MARIE RYAn/ 


FOIA(b) (6)''- 
FblA (b)(7) - (C) 
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The following investigation was conducted bv SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: ■ 

On April 23, 1968, V/ALTER TERRY RIFE' 214 Lind 
Street, was re interviewed at his place of business the 
Virginia Hotel Restaurant, Quincy, Illinois. ! ’ 

.J 

RIFE advised that once when he was f ingerpr j.nted 
after his arrest oh a possession of stolen postal money 
orders with JAMES EARL RAY in 1955,. he was booiced under 
the name of VERNON ELMO RIFE. He stated that VERNON ELMO 
RIFE has never been an associate of JAMES EARLJRAY and" has 
been in jail with RAY and this is the reason records 
in Missouri would show RAY v/as arrested with VERNON EI.HO 
RIFE instead of WALTER TERRY RIFE. 

rife advised that when he and JAMES EARL RAY were 
passing the stolen money orders throughout the .United States 
after their arises t in Hannibal, Missouri,- they. I claimed they 
had purchased these money orders from a wino named WILLARD 
J. MC BRIDE. He advised that this information fis not correct 
and they did not purchase the money orders from 'any V/TLLARD 
J, MC BRIDE. He advised that he has never known a WILLARD 
J, MC BRIDE and that he and RAY obtained the iiioney orders 
in Adams County, Illinois. He said that the Pbst Office 
at Kellerville, Illinois, is located in Adams County, Illinois 
and that he did not intend to admit to any ' burglary but* that ’ 

neither RAY nor RIFE obtained the money orders joutside of 
•Adams County. * •, 1. 

« .1 RIFS advised thaV: during the period of time that he 

were passing the money orders, they traveled, extensively 
throughout the United States to towns in Florida, New Orleans 

o + * Missouri, Kansas City, Missouri, across 

FaLibal the| Quincy, Illinois, 

Missouri, area, where they were arres^ted. He stated 
that there was no particular place that RAY seemed fond of 
curing that trip more than anywhere else and that they traveled 
from town to town on a spur of the moment deal and no plan 
or scheme was involved in their travels. 
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He advised that during these travels ihe and RAY did 
not contact anyone named COIN and did not contact anyone to 
his knowledge, in New Orleans, Louisiana, ' 

He advised that they did contact a COHEN in Kansas 
City, Missouri, and, sole, COHEN some of the monqy orders. 

•RIFE was not certain as to the description of COHEN but thought 
that he would now be an old man. RIFE personaijly did not know 
COHEN or anything concerning his whereabouts ori activities. 

He stated tnat COHEN was a man that they contacted in a tavern 
and sold him some of the stolen money orders. jHe stated that 
they contact COHEN by just asking questions in 'taverns as to 
v/ho would by money ordei's, 

RIFE advised that he knew that JAMES EARL RAY dis- 
liked Negroes immensely ; .however, he had no id^ea as to the 
reason^why. He advised that he had never knowh any incident 
involving RAY and Negroes. 



! 

I 


103 ^ 


i| 


1 mr 5233 Dodd : 59162492 Page 131 





SI 44-561 
EHD/jac 
1 , 



•i 

i 


\ 

I 

t 

I 

{ 

I 

i 

i 

} 




?i 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ELYON H.' DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois. 


■WALTER .TERRY RIFE, operator, Virginia Restaurant, 
Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, Quincy, illlinois. 
was recontacted on April 30, 1968, May 3, 1968, May 10, 

1968, and May 13, 1963, and on each date advised 'that he 
could furnish no additional information concerning JAMES 
EARL RAY. He also advised on those dates that definitely 
JAMES EARL RAY has not contacted MELEA MARIE RYAnI at the 
Virginia Hotel. , 

SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, desk clerk, Virgijnia Hotel, 
534 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois, was recontacted 
by SA ELYON H. DAVIS on April 25, 1968, April 30, i 1968, 

May 3, 1968, and May 9, 1968, and on each date adyised that 
he could furnish no additional information concerning 
JAMES EARL RAY. On each date, he advised that MELBA MARIE 
RYAN, RAY'S sister, still resides at the Virginia:! Hotel 
and that the restaurant of the Virginia Hotel is bperated 
by V/ALTER TERRY RIFE. 

On May 3, 1968 andiMay 9, 1968, ART CONNORS whose 
wife owns the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, 
Quincy, Illinois, was recontacted on each date and advised 
that he had no information concerning the whereabouts or 
activities of JAMES EARL RAY not previously furnished. 

it/ 

On May 9, 1968, Mt„,CONNORS, Virginia Hotel, 
Quincy, Illinois, advised that , to, his knov/ledge , no tele- 
phone calls have been charged ‘Jo the Virginia Hotel that 

v.'ere made by MELBA MARIE RYAN.' He advised that he remembers 

<1 

his wife placing a call or else accepting a telephone call 
in April, 1967 from his son Sergeant ARTirUR A. CONNORS, JR. 
v/ho is stationed in Nev/ Jersey and v/as coming homje to visit 
his parents before being transferred to Vietnam.- i CONNORS 
advised that his son Sergeant ARTHUR A. CONNORS, JR. was 
presently at the CONNORS home, Rura 1 Route 5, Quincy, 111- 
■ inois. , ■' i ' 

On May 9, 1968, Sergeant ARTHUR A. CONNORS, JR. 
Rural Route 5, Quincy, Illinois ,' advised SA ELYON: H. DAVIS 
that he placed a collect telephone' call to the Virginia 
Hotel from Long Bra nch'/.'.New Jersey on April 9, 1968. . He 

- . ■ , ■ :-io4- •. 

• • • . II 

• • . ' • I' • 
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a(3vis6d thst this v/as of s personal nature to his mother 
concerning his transfer to Vietnam. 

'l 

’Sergeant CONNORS advised that the name jjAMES 
EARL RAY is completely unfamiliar to him and that, he could 
.not recognize any photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as anyone 
he had, ever seen. 


I 
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The folldwing investigation was conducted by 
SA EDWARD A, CARPENTER, at the Menard Branch, Illinois 
State Penitentiary, on April 26, 1968; i 

I 

A record was located for JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN 
who has FBI #821733 v/hose date of birth is April 15, 1898, 
and who originally was received at the "Ward Branch, 
on December 21, 1.925, and he remained at the penitentiary 
imtil July 22, 1949, when he was released and was returned 
to the penitentiary on December 22, 1950, where he 
remained until April 8, 1954, when he was released on 
parole and again returned to the penitentiary on February 8, 
1955, where he remained until April 27, 1956, when he was 
i again released on parole and then returned to the penitentiary 

' on September 17, 1957, where he remained until May 7, 1959, 

when he was again released on parole until September 23, 

I . . 1959, when he was returned until his ultimate discharge 

I on February 23, 1965, 

1 • . i 

I According to penitentiary records, AUSTIN when 

j he was dismissed from Menard went to St, Leonard's House 

! located at 2100 West Warren Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 

' and he received a final parole on discharge on July 11, 

1967, .through the Parole Off ice located at 160 North LaSalle, 

, Chicago, Illinois. i 

1 

According to the records, AUSTIN at one time, 
was transferred to the state penitentiary at Joliet, 
from August 2, 1934, until August 15, 1936, when; he was 
returned from Menard, According to the records ,! AUSTIN 
used the names JAMES FREE LEY i SHARKEY AUSTIN andiBLACKEY. 

\ 

AUSTIN was originally received on a 25-year 
sentence for murder and a 10 to life sentence for armed 
robbery from Morgan County, Illinois, According to the 
records, AUSTIN has a nephew by the name of RALPH whose 
full name is RALPH TANNEHILL, 1432 - 4th Street-, |j Madison, 
Illinois, a niece, Mrs. JOE REESE, 316 North Hoosier, 

Brazil, Indiana; a brother, CHARLES, residing in-jWaverly, 
Illinois; a brother, BERT, residing in Springfield, Illinois, 
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AUSTIN is described as ; 

Race White 

- Sex Male 

DOB 4/5/98 

Height 5* lOl" 

W'eight . 129 pounds 

Eyes Blue 

Complexion Dark 
Hair Gray 

Occupation Farmer 

Has cut scar on 
center of forehead 

A review of his correspondence file reflects 
"Correspondence with Mrs . DOROTHY SEYMOUR, at Franklin, 
Illinois, a sister; i 

. ' ' '.I 

ROBERT REED, a case v/orker from St. lieenard 
House, 2100 V/arren Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 

; V Father DOUGLAS VraLFE, 

St, Leonards Hoiise, 

Attorney J. EDWARD JOJJES ‘ 

1432 West Harrison Street, • • 

Chicago, Illinois; j . • 

A, A, Farris. Company, Inc. 

122 West Lincoln,/Aven.ue 

Goshen, Indiana \ • i 





St. Anthony’s Inn ; Inc, 

29 South LaSalle Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Mr . GEARD LETTMAN 
Warren Clinic 

2449 West Washington Boulevard, 
Chicago, Illinois 
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Mr. and Mrs. MYRICK ■ , 

Caseyville Nursing Home 
Caseyville, Illinois; 

A. Bo ROBERTSON 

2011 Road Street, . • , 

Madison^ Illinois 

Ti'aukegan Rescue Mission • 

V/avikegan, Illinois ij 

Friend VfILLIE MAE MORGAN | , . 

\Yaverly, Illinois; ij 

MYRTBE COOK i 

Acme Hotel • r 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Cousin GERTRUDE WALLING 
904 Lind Street, 

Quincy, Illinois 

No other information of value noted in file 
for AUSTIN. 
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On May 9, 1968, AUSTIN’S brother, CHARlisS, was 
located and interviewed at Waver ly, Illinois and advised he 
was in receipt of a letter, dated May 7, 1968, from AUSTIN 
with a return address of 2023 Warren Boulevard, Chicago, 
Illinois. CHARLES AUSTIN was not sure if his brorther 
was employed or not, 

CHARLES AUSTIN was interviewed re subject RAY and 
shown photographs of RAY but advised he was not acquainted 
with the subject nor had he fever heard his brother mention 
the subject. • 
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The following investigation ^yas conducted by SA 
ELYON D. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois, on May 10, 1968: 

• GERTRUDE V/ALLING, 1120 College Street,} Quincy,' 

Illinois, advised that she formerly resided at 904 Lind 
Street, Quincy, Illinois. She advised that when she 
lived on Lind Stx’eet she occasionally rented rooms in 
her home and sometime around 1956 she rented a I’oom to 
JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN. She advised that she remembered 
AUSTIN'S date of birth to be 1898 inasmuch as her year 
of birth v/as the same and that was the only person 
she had evex' lived in a house with who was born the 
same year as hex’. She stated that AUSTIN when he came 
to Quincy, Illinois, came to Quincy through some 
contact with a Catholic priest in either Quincy ;or 
Chicago. She advised that AUSTIN had been in tile 
Illinois State Penitentiary and came to Quincy iin an 
effort to obtain a job and that apparently • this ilxinknowi 
Catholic priest had obtained AUSTIN a job in Quincy. 

However, AUSTIN lived at her home less than one Imonth 
v/hen he left and she heard shortly thereafter tHat he 
had been arrested and was returned to pi'ison. 4^e stated 
that she could not remember the name of the town in which 
-he was arrested and had not seen AUSTIN since 1956* She 
stated as far as she knew AUSTIN did not have any relatives, 
or associates in Quincy, "Illinois, and that AUS’klN v/as not 
related to hex*. He simply lived in her home fox' a period 
of less than one month and th^at v/as as a border. 

e *■ 

She advised that she did not know JAMES EARL RAY 
and had never known AUSTIN to speak concex'ning RAY under 

RAY'S true name or known aliases.* 

* ***** 

, ■ She stated that she is certain JOSEPH ffiLMER AUSTIN 

was not a Quincy resident and that he knev/ nothing concerning 
Quincy at the time he moved to Quincy. 

...... Photographs of UAMES EARL RAY' were ex H i h i teid— — — — 

GERTRUDE V/ALLING and she advise'd 'that she 

this individual before. : ' -- — 
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On May 10, 1968, ELIZABETH ROTH, Credit Bureau 
of Quincy, Inc., 523 North Fifth Street, advised that her 
file contains very little information concerning JOSEPH 
ELMER AUSTIN other than a newspaper clipping which sho’.ved 
that JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, age 59; had been arrested on 
August 4, 1957, in Robertson County, Tennessee, fwith 
JOHN GE WIN. SCROGGINS, age 38, and a DORRIS CALVIN MEACHAM 
of Elkton, Kentucky. The three had been arrested for the 
alleged kidnapping of a Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk 
and had allegedly taken him across the state line into 
Robertson County, Tennessee, where they robbed him of 
$139.00 and set him. free. The trio v/as stopped for 
speeding near Ashland City, Tennessee, and the $139.00 
believed stolen from the Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk 
was found scattered along the highway near the scene of 
arrest. ] 

I ■ * i 

I 

AUSTIN was then co.nmiitted to the Central State 
Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee, after Go vei'niitent 
attorneys said they believed he might not be mentally 
capable of advising with council. 

The article showed that AUSTIN came to Quincy, 
Illinois, in April, 1956, and previous to that lie had 
been sent back to prison three times for violation of 
parole and had spent three months in a tuberculosis 
sanitarium in Jacksonville, Illinois. 

■ ^ 
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C, MILTON DEAN ’’BUCKY" BATCHELDER 
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On April 25, 1968, investigation at Springfield, 
Illinois, revealed MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, also known 
as Bucky, FBI n^548 312 B, white male, dob April ^ 5 , 1932, 
at Quincy, Illinois, was the individual to whom a* Hannibal, 
Missouri, policeman sold, a car from RAY and forwarded the 
proceeds to. Checks at Menard State Prison, Men^jrd, 
Illinois revealed BATCHELDER was transferred to Joliet 
Brancy, Illinois State Penitentiary on September ij?, 1966. 
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PAUL ALVIN LAIL/ JR, 
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A review of the Springfield files regarding PAUL 
ALVIN LAIL, JR. reflected him as subject of a 1963 Unlawful 
Flight to Avoid Confinement case, in which he was! described 
as follows; 


Name 


FBI # 

Race 

Sex 

Nationality 

DOB 

POB 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Blue 

Ocdut}Ation 


Social Security # 

Teeth 

Scars 


PAUL ARTHUR LAIL, JR., 
Paul Alvin Lail, Jrj. 
Paul Lail, Jr. 

Paul Arthur Carter 

754 483 A 

White 

Male 

American 


6/30/30 

Marion, North Carolina 
6* 5" 


170 pounds 

Red 

Eyes 

Sign painter 
electrician 
truck driver 

viannTT* p an 


No upper 

Scar on left knee 


Aka 




FOIA(b) (6) 
FOl A ( b ) ( 7 ) 


■j 



(C) 
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■ On '.'5-1-68," SA ’s FRANK E , CORN,” SR./, a 
HAII'fSS, interviewed HILLIARD ALLEN SAN’DERS, at 137 East 
•Acton Sti'eet, Vi ood River, Illinois, 

SANDERS stated that he was incarcerated in the 
Missouri State penitentiary, . Jefferson City, Missouri, 
on 1-20-52, upon conviction of an armed robbery charge 
at St. Joseph, Miss'ouri, He said he was released on 
parole on 9-1-64. 

SAt-lDERS advised that he nevei’ became acquainted 
v/ith oi’ had Knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY during the time he 
v/as incarcerated in the Missouri State Penitentiary, He 
said that while he was in the penitentiary, he v/orked at 
several trades and that the last two jobs he had in the 
penitentiax'y had to do with the sewing machine mechanical 
section and that the last job ho had was a halltender from 
1963 to 1964. 

SANDERS said that upon parole he went to Gadsden, 
Alabama, v/hcre he lived and woi’ked for approximately 18 months j 
that he then, went to, Camden, South Carolina, v/here. he 'whs 
employed by the firm of E . I, DUPONT for 9 months. SANDERS 
said that he then came to, V/ood River, Illinois, where he 
has been working on ' construction at the Shell jOil Company 
Plant in 'Wood River, He s’^id that he arrived 'in V/'ood River 
in 7-67 and has resided in Vood River since that time. 

. ■ . ■ ■ 'j 

. .SANDERS concluded by starting that when na-tional 
publicity v/as released concerning the identification of ' 

JAMES EARL RAY, he viewed photographs appearing on tele- 
•vision and. in the nev/s media and determined that he had 
never known RAY while both were at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary. 
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F. WILBUR CONNORS 
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/FOIA(b) (6) 
FOIA(b) (7 ) ^ '(C) 


I . ; 

i > 




On 4/20/68 WILBUR CONNORS, aka MAMNY CONNORS, 
825 South Fifth Street, Quincy, Illinois, wasj interviev/ed 
by .ASAC DONALD T. SULLIVAN and SA ELYON H. DAyiS and 
furnished the following information: 


On f-h -b ^ ' i~h P 


v;ife, _ 

WALTER RIFE and JAMES EARL RAY 
1955. He advised that he had never heard his 
JAMES EARL. RAY and is quite certain that she 


first he had l|earned of his 
had been arresjted v/ith 
in Hannibal, Missouri, in 

v;ife mention 
did 


Pie 


not knov; 
pointed out in 
and that she 


RAY or have much of any contact with him. 

1955 his v;ife was only seventeen years of age 
did not have a criminal record and for this reason he did 
not believe she had been involved with RAY and RIFE in any 
crime . ! 

WILBUR CONNORS advised that his sister-in-law, 
LAURA CONNORS, owns the Virginia Hotel, 534 liprth Second 
Street, Quincy, Illinois. CONNORS advised that he is in 
this hotel on almost a daily basis and can state that 
WALTER RIFE was certainly working each day ati the restaurant 
and the Virginia Hotel from the period. 3/27/68 through. 
4/4/68. : 

J ’ I 

, ■ -■ j ’ * . ‘ . 

CONNORS advised that he. personally does not- know 
JAf-lES EARL RAY and does hot h-ave any information concerning 
ray's activities or where albouts . li 

.f 

‘if 

On 4/20/68 LAURA CONNORS, owner, Virginia Hotel, 
534 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed; 
by SA ELYON. H. DAVIS and AS.AC DONALD T. SULLIVAN and 1 

furnished the following informatioij. j ' , 
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Around 2/6/68 she had leased, the restaurant in 
the Virginia Hotel to WALTER TERRY RIFE. She; advised 
.since that date the restaurant has been operated by RIFE 
and that RIFE has been .working in the restaurant every day. 
She advised that RIFE's v/ife, JAN RIFE, gave birth to a 
baby in late 2/68 and for this reason WALTER RIFE had Worked 
from approximately 7:00 each morning until lljtOO at night 
operating the restaurant. She stated that certainly W/iLTER 
RIFE v/as working during the period 3/27/6 8 until 4/4/6 8. 

She advised that she does not .know JAI4ES EARL I^Y , 
FBI No. 306443A, and after viewing five different photographs 
of RAY’ advised that this is not an individual:! v;ho she has 
ever known. She stated that MELBA MARIE RYAN does live at 
the Virginia Hotel and that , she h.ad learned, oh the previous 
'night that MELBA MARIE RYAN was a sister to JAMES EARL RAY. 
She stated, hov;ever, in her conversations v;ith MELBA MARIE 
RYAN, MELBA MARIE RYAN had denied any knov/ledge of the 
whereabouts of RAY and she does not believe that RAY has 
contacted the sister since his escape from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary. 

;l 

On 4/20/68 ARTHUR CONNORS advised that he is the 
husband of LAURA CONNORS, ov/ner of the Virginiia Hotel, 

534 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois. ARTHUR CONNORS 
advised- that he can verify - that WALTER RIFE was v;orking 
at the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel during the period 
of 3/27/68 through 4/4/68. 'i 

ARTHUR CONNORS also viewed photographs of 
JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #306443A. CONNORS . advised • that this 
individual was completely unknown to him and he has never 
seen him at the Virginia Hotel. 

V ■ i; • 




* » • 
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'F05A(b) (6) 
F0fA(b)''(7 )' 


C 


On 4/2Q/68 

married to WILBUR CONUUKB ana residing 
Street, Quincy,. Illinois, was interviev/ed by ASAC 
DONALD T. SULLIVAi'I and SA DAVIS. 


presently 
south Fifth 


She advised that she had never met JAMES EARL 
RAY, FBI #306443A, until one night during IS’SS when V7ALTER 
RIFE, an acquaintance of her, approached her jin a tavern 
in Quincy, Illinois, and asked her if she wanted to go v/ith 
RIFE to 'Kannibal, Missouri. While in the automobile, she 
v/as introduced to JAMES EARL RAY and after arrival in 
Hannibal, Missouri, WALTER RIFE and JAMES e;|rl RAY were 
arrested concerning some postal money orders that had been 
stolen. She advised that she had never seen RAY before 
that date and has never seen him since. She stated that she 
had no information concerning the whereabouts of R.AY or 
any information concerning the background of RAY. . 


■ She advised that her husband did riot knov/ RAY 
had never heard of her being arrested with RAY and RIFE 
Hannibal, Missouri. I • 


and 

in 


She. advi.sed that she is acquainted v/ith MEL3.A marie 
RYA l since ?-ffiL3A flARIEKRYAN resides at the Virginia Hotel 
but that she did not know that this v/as a sister of JA'LES 
EARL RAY. 


V 

V 


of 


She advised that she v/ould furnish any inforraation 
value that she might learn to the FBI concerning BAY or 
the RAY and RYAN family; however, she had none to furnish 
at the present time.' v 
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The following investigation was conducted bv SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: 


FOIA(b)1( 6 
E"OIA(b)‘'(7 


- (C 


On April 24, 1968, ART CONNORS, 
CONNORS, oy;ns the Virginia Hotel in Quincy 
that he had received no information concer 
He advised that he intends to cooperate in 


v/hose 


FBI in this matter and will 


imme 


anything concerning RAY's whereabouts 

He advised that RAY's sister, MELBA MARIE RYAN, has 


stated numerous times sh e , ha.g; no i n-Fr.-rr, -.a 
abouts. He advised that 


v/if e 


LAURA 

Illinois, advised 
hing pAMElS EARL RAY. 
every way with the 
diately advise ?the FBI of 


on as 
nov/ 


to RAY's where 
married to 


COIRTORS ' brother, WILBUR CONNORS, known as' MANNY CONt-IORS, 
has told him, that she knew nothing concerning rAy othei^ 
than she was arrested with RAY and WALTER RIFE At Hannibal, 
.Missouri, in 1955. Inasmuch as she was not involved and 
knew nothing concerning the passing of the stolen money 
orders, she was released on the same day of the arrest 
and no charges pressed against her. j 

.. . . .CONNORS advised he is certain in his own mind 
that_ neither MELBA MARIE RYAN or WALTER TERRY RIFE has 
any information concerning the whereabouts of RAY. " -- 

lr 
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H, JOSEPH ADAMS 
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The following investigation was conducted at 
the Menard Branch, Illinois State Penitentiary, on 
April 26, 1968: j 

On April 26, 1968, MAX FRYE, Warden, Menard 
Branch, Illinois State Penitentiary, advised tha4 one 
of the inmates by the name of JOSEPH ADAMS, who works 
in the Office rs Mess at the Penitentiary, indicated 
to him recently that he was acquainted with JAMES EARL 
RAY having been with him at the Missouri State Penitentiary 
in Jefferson City, Missouri, 

• 'I 

:! 

Warden FRYE stated that he did not question 
him concerning his contacts or knowledge of RAY but 

thought it might be of value to interview him, 

i ■ ■ j 

1 On April 26, 1968, JOSEPH ADAMS, also known as 

Shorty, who has Menard #11745 was interviewed at ithe 

I penitentiary and advised after viewing a photograph of RAY 

that he was acquainted with RAY when RAY was at ihe Missouri 

j State Penitentiary, 

1 • ■ ' 

! ' . ■ . ; 

j ADAMS advised that he left the penitentiary 

j for Menard last October, 1967, and that when he got. there, . 

RAY was already there, ] 

■I 

ADAMS advised that his only knowledge of RAY 
was that RAY brought food over to the hospital wliere 
ADAMS was working and he assumed that RAY apparently worked 
in the prison kitchen, - '■ 

* • >' i 

\ V. 

ADAMS advised that' he never talked directly to RAY 
at any time nor did he ever 'observe him with any i other inmates. 
He described RAY as a very quiet individual and this is 
all the information he had concerning him. 
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1 

The f ollcnvln-;; lKvost;l.T;nt:loii viis corsduct-sei £it 
Menard, Illrnoi:^, on May 1, 1S8S“ by RA dAEOLD Wj DOMALPEOH: 




mim 


V J. .1 4 A; (,» *1^: i,V i ^ 4 1 » i Xi. 

ALIASES 


JOilN GAkKOH ; ! ' 

• Y <' tv:0 f [ 




B/iCL 


■White i -■ 

C* T 

" 

kale ■ 1 . 


JETH • 

July 12, ISG9 j 

T'iT /\ r* r.* -ni 

BBlTIi- 

Chica.go, Illinois 

tV'L** 'Tr}r\’rj% 

ili l A vrSe A i 


K 1 o‘* ■ !l 

, 41 0 i . 

i» A'-ii- A 


170 T 3 CUJ^dS 1 

« Jk- A 


tx^ '1 - 

Xi i iL»i5> 

. 

EaS'Ol 1 • . ■ 

pTf-T Vr'^Tr>.hy' 


■-■ 'Catholic - . 'I' ' ;■ 



Sth Grade, Chicago 

If /I ? T 

TY ■ 

i-'olxSit 1 

^ < TT 

,^k M-»-J JL ^ -^4^ V ^ 


II. S, Marine Go 2 M>s from May Q 
1916, to May 24 j 1917. Harin 


f 

Corps Ssriai Moi 73393 

PAlfflkTS 


Deceased, father died 1931, 

^ II 


\ FBI ITUMBSR '.134B34 i 

,OCClE?ATXGN \ Cook and baker 

GHAnACTEPtSBTIGS ’ Casokos, ciiews tobacco, and 

, . drinks heavily » 

The file revealed ;tliat GAbkOH was originally received 
at Joliet , ' Illinois, Penitentiary on ITove'nber 2, ' 1B34, under 
sentence of one to life for burglary, - GA\AiGH received H-onard 
Branch, Illinois State Ponitentiary on July 25, .1250, iron 
Adacs County, Illinois, as a parole violator., GAVXAO'i paroled 
frea ?.'enard on 'larch- 21, 1559, to Veterans AdTainistratioa Hospital, 

.k-. - 'j ■' ■ ' i ‘ 
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^.^'■-v Vi 


to thG oolciiors n,nd SaJ.Xoi'3 noiao, Quancy, j-iiAtioxs, but v/as r;svsr 
rccoivotJ at thlB houto, GA^TtlCH’s addrosa aa of .April, IfGS, vas 
showi'- as ISO? South 11th, St. Louis, Missouri , 

Tho £ollov;iu5 inc!:ly5ui;unlD v;ere listed, as 
corrccspondonts in GAV/K02^'s file: 

IT-:#-*.-* r>^r Tv"**!! *^:Y O < r*. ^ r» *1 A 

St. Louis, Missouri 

. Miss CAaOL liVKER, later shovm ns ik-s. ■ CALOL liSPPEii, 
a fr5.end, 1913 Hickory Street, St. Louis, Missouri, 
and AI3SKT FSPPHH, 1713 Lafayette Avenue, St. iLouis, 
Missouri. 

Questionnaires yere filled out byrthe] following 
individuals: 

, V , 

Date . of quest3.onrsa.ir not shoyn on file. LUC ILLS 
MARY IIYAH- (f .riend) , vAjo lists an atldross of ’«'OlJ 
Washington (date not shown) and 527 Yorl:, Quincy^ 

Illinois, in July, 1967. 

CAEOI, AiTII JL'drslt 'CSecoBd cous.ia), latei* shown as ■ 

CAROL /ddN PBPPany\ ISIS. Henry, St. Louis, Mi3Sou.ri.. 

A .... ■ ‘ \ . ■ ■ \ . . . ■■ ■ 

ALBERT BRNHY PEPPER (friend), 1015 Allen, St. Louis, 

, Missouri ' 

.JOHN LAHllY RAY. (friend), 1015 lUckoryj, St. Louis, :Mis3ouri 

•. Also included in the file wore 3 ra-cLa-ssification 

repox'ts dated June. 10, 1040; Doceiriher 2, ICSl; and Soptcuber 2, 1055, 
which would bo of pertinent baekground value*'. ? 
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On May 9, 1968, BERNICE DUCK^N and ELIZABETH ZIMMERMAN, 
owners of the Jewel Lounge, 106 (real*) - 5th ^Stredt^ Peoria, 
Illinois, advised that they have owhed that tavern for 
approximately one year. Both ar§ f rom the St:ate of California 
and they advised that the Jewel^^^^^^^E^^^^ was formerly known as the 
m & n Tavern and that the tavern is still cbmmonly referred to 
as the "Old M & N". They ad vised that the former ; taVern 
owner (1959) called jv^as unknown to thbm and they could 


furnish no information concerning her identity or whereabouts* 


On May 10, 1968, LARRY ENNIGER^ 1800 North 
Knox yi no — laporia, Illinois, former tavefn operator, addsed 

was widely known in the Pepria, Illinois^ area 
during the 1950s shehad;tended bar at two 6r three 


that 


inasmuch as 
different establishments. 

On May 13, 1968, BETTY MEYERS, Owner of < the 
Beer Barrel TaVern, suggested 


whose name she did 

in 


know may be employed at the Piere Marquette Hotel 
Peoria, Illinois. 


not 


On the same date, PHIL BIISSMAI^, S yle5=s Rer>reaf^ ntat-ivp>j 


Piere Marquette Hote l , identif ied 
I also known as 




as 
Bryto 


o tree t , 

II ^ 


Peoria, Illinois and 213 Franklin Street, Bartonvjlle, Illinois. 
He advised she has been employed as waitress in the lounge 
of the hotel for the past 6 years, ‘ 




* • 


\ ■ 
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f 0^ A.( b.). ( 6 
toiAfferi-t, 


FEDEPj5.L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote. 


av 16. 1968 


• also known as , and 

\ I 213 Franklin Street, Bartonviile, Illinois, V/fl-S 
interviewed at her residence regarding her know;ledge or any 
pi'ior association with JAI\iES EAEL RAY, FBI n 40'5 942 G. She 
viewed photographs of RAY and advised that this individual is 
unknown to her and that she could furnish absolutely no in- 
formationi regarding this man. 

She advised that she was the owner on record, and 
operated the M & N Tavern, 106 (rear) -5th Street, Peoria, 
Illinois, \during 1958 and 1959. She sdid she purchased the 
tavern from MILLIE and MAC BURDIN who now operate the. "Galley" 
a basement^ night club at the Hotel Jefferson, Peoria, Illinois. 
She said prior to 1958, she had operated bars at the Beer 
Barrel, 1034 Northeast Adams Street, Peoria, Illinois, and 
also the Pour House, 800 North Main Street, Peoria, Illinois. 
She advised; she was born in Norfolk, Virginia, [and came to 
Peoria, I].linois, at- the age of 16. She advised that she 
married SAIvI; ALLEN in eai'ly 1950 and she and ALLEN had had 
business interests in the above taverns between 1953 and 
1959. 

She ^ tated she divorced ALLEN in 1958 a'nd married, . . 
a brick layer by trade, in 1960. ' She advised 
She is the mother of two children, ages 7 and 81. She stated 
she has been steadily employed as a waitress at! the Piere 

Marquette Hotel, Peoria, Illinois, for the past! .six yeai's. 

, ■ . |i 

She was advised "that it had been report|ed that she 
.may have associated socially v/ith RAY and that [she had been 
termed "a girl friend of rAy" about 1959. She 'stated that 
due to her association with: the -general public 'for the past 
several years as a waitress,’- she had become widely known in 
the Peoria, Illinois area due to her natural rejd hair, how- 
ever, she advised that in many instances she wo^uld not know 
or recall customers who may have remembered her| by name. She 
advised she is positive thati.she has never knowiU RAY socially 
and has never corresponded v;ith him. She advisjed that she 
would immediately notify the FBI should any infprmation con- 


SA ELIAS WILLIA.MS, JRv & 


lote Jlctof.d! 5/15/68 


This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. I! ts the proonrty of the FBI ond Is looned to your ogency* 
II and Its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ocu*'''”'' ! 
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cerning this individual eonie to her attention.-, 

: The following physical descript ion • was: obtained 

from obs e r va t i on and inter view and comments made b y i ( s 


F01'A(b)(7) - (C 


Name: 

Aliases : 

Address : 

Sex ; 

Race : 

Age ; 

Height : 

Weight: 

Hair : 

Complexion: 

Marital Status: 
Husband: 
Occupation: 
Previous addresses: 

Telephone numbejc: 

• * 

Occupation: , V"'v. 



Bartonville, |I 
Female I 
White j 
40 I 
5'5" ' ’ 

130 Ibsl • ‘I 
Red (shoulder; 
Fair, freckled 
Married; (1960j) 


o Lreet 
Illinois 


length) 


Brick layer 
408 Bryan Street 
Peoria, ; Illinois 
Unlisted . 
697-0122 
Waitress . 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ROY LEE WILKERSON, JR. at Springfield, Illinois: 

On May 15, 1968, WILLIAM KOmiAN, Division of 
■ Supervision of Paroles, 103 National Guard Armory Building, 
Springfield, Illinois, advised that his office has a file 
concerning JAMES LAOMA OWENS and OV/ENS has been ■ incarcera ted 
at the State Prison in Menard, Illinois, and the Missouri 
State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri. KNIFEMAN 
advised that JA?.S S OWENS has a prison registox'y ' number 
for the State Prison of Menard, Illinois, being 20208. 

OWENS’ registory number for Missouri State Penitentiary 
at Jefferson City, Missouri, is 69846. kAI^MAN ' advised 
that the only description .that he has in his file is as 
follows: i 

I 

NAME: JAMES LAOMA OWEN$ 

RACE: White 

. SEX: Male 

FBI NUMBER: 1-397-707 

AGE: 27 on March 12, 1947 

HEIGHT: 5 '2^'" I 

WEIGHT: 129 

HAIR: Charcoal medium r 

' EYES: ,v Dark Black ‘ i . * 

COMPLEXION: . Fair i 

OCCUPATION: • Clerk ; 

CHARACTERISTICS: Top of head bald.- - 

.V ■ ■ • . , i ■ • 

OWENS was incarcerated at the Illinois State 
Penitentiary, Menard , Branch , Menard, Illinois, Having 
number 20208, received from St. Clair County, lilinoi-s, 

March 12, 1947, on the crime of robbery. 

KfiUFFMAN advised that the most current address 
that his files reveal is an address of 3904 Folsom Avenue, 

St. Louis, Missouri, and this address was current as of 
August 15, 1965, as. a communication sent to OWENS on this 
date was not returned, lA.tFFMAN stated that -on August 15, 

1965, OWENS was issued a Certificate of Restoration of the 

Rights of Citizenship.^ KAFFMAN stated that .TAM£S-_Q WFN8 

was discharged on Juno 27, 1965, at the expira t^^Sfhfc'of-hi^i.OEXEO 

sentence from the StHte Prison, Menard Bra 
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Illinois. K/21^FMAN advised that he has not had any further 
communication or correspondence with OWENS since :j August 15, 
1965. 

# ' I 

KVU'FMAN. stated that any additional information 
needed concerning OV/ENS could be obtained from tAe Missouri 
State Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, or the 
State Penitentiary of Menard, Illinois, and this i information 
at the penitentiaries would be more current then ■ the 
information that he has, especially information concerning 
description and background information. 
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L. ANDREW WILSON "BLACKIE" DE CORE 
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Menard Prison records reflect on May I 7 , 1968, 
ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, also known as De Cora and iBlackie 
De core, Menard #23415 received Menard Prison, June 15, 1953, 
on a transfer from Joliet, Illinois prison to serve a 
sentence of 1 to 20 years for robbery, 

] . 

DE CORE ^vas paroled June 15, 1959 to Rev, JAMES 
WINENEGAR, St, Louis Rescue Mission, St, Louis, Missouri, 
and was returned as a parole violator to ‘Menard, Ijiily 19, 
1960, He was paroled January 15, 1965 to Baptist Rescue 
Mission, Collinsville, Avenue, East St. Louis, Illi^inois. 

He was returned to Menard as parole violator. May 28,1965. 

He ^vas discharged upon expiration of sentence, 

December 20, 1966, Upon discharge, he expressed .intention 
of going to his sister’s residence, Mrs. YALANDA [dI CASOLA 
and her husband, VINCENT, 37555 Glenmore Drive, Freemont, 
California, Other friends and relatives contained in 
prison records are as follows: 

Brother 

ANTHONY DE CORE 
713 South Claremont, 

Chicago, Illinois or 
1938 North 70th 
Melrose Park, Illinois 

Sister * .. 

BIrs. MARTHA BUTTITTO, ' 
husband - BENNIE 
9241 North Maple Court, 

Morton Grove, Illinois; 

* I ^ 

Sister ' ; 

NANCY COSENTINO 
502 East Memorial 
Bensonville, Illinois; 
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Niece 

Mrs. GEORGE ROGERS 
2020 North Le Clare 
Chicago, Illinois; 

Cous in 

PAT COLLEGE 

1641 North Latrobe, 

Chicago, Illinois 

Fiance 

Miss HELEN HARE 
3020 West Madison, 

Chicago, Illinois; 

Brothel’S 

HARRY DE CORE and NICK DE CORE 
addresses unknown 

Friend 

Miss MARY SAWYER 
City Hospital Number 1 
1515 Lafayette Street 
St. Leu is, Missouri, 

\ 'y/. 

V- 

X 

’v ■ ■ 




\ 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
EDWARD A. CARPENTER: 

At East St. Louis, Illinois 

On May 22, 1968, Reverend DAVID BLISS, Pastor of the 
Baptist Rescue Mission, located in East St. Louisi, Illinois, 
was contacted and advised that ANDREW.' WILSON DE CORE is unknown 
to him, and according to his records, he could nojt identify 
him in the East St. Louis, Illinois area and coul'd not identify 
him as having given any service at the Rescue Mission. 

Reverend BLISS advised that in the event that DE CORE 
should contact the mission, that She would make this fact known 
to the FBI . 



- 14 0 - 
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V. INVESTIGATION AT ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY 
PONTIAC BRANCH I 



t ’ Jl 

* ■ 

- 141- - . . ' ' 1 



mr 5233 Dodd: 59162492 Page 169 



•SI 44-561 


A. RECORDS RE JAJffiS EARL RAY 



I 
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STOW E, SYMON, Supervising Sociologist,’ Illinois 
State Penitentiary, Pontiac, Illinois on April 25, 1968, advised 
his file contains little information concerning RAY who was 
a model prisoner while incarcerated Pontiac, Julyjj 7, 1952 
until discharged March 12, 1954, He stated RAY \vas confined 
on a charge of robbery under Criminal Court, Cook' County, Illinois 
case 52-1155 which sets forth in statement of facts subject at 
time of arrest, in Chicago, Illinois was v/ounded in both 
arms by police bullets. No information was located at 
Pontiac describing wounds or location of scars. [Subject 
RAY at Pontiac assigned Honor Farm, August 12, 19;52 until 
discharge. This is dormitory type housing rather; than 
cell type. Subject was assigned to the kitchen as a cook and 
also on officers quarters detail. 

The following inmates were identified am are set 
forth with their last known addresses furnished tjhe p' ison 
at their time of release : j 

LEE MILLER 

Pontiac Number 19200 . . 

6538 North Talraan Street and 
3542 SouthPort 
Chicago, Illinois; 

EDWARD PAUL RIVERA, ;; 

Pontiac Number 19294 

515 West 63rd Street, : 

Chicago, Illinois; V I 

' * ^ ' i ^ ■ 

GUS MARZAHN \ 

Pontiac Number . .19095 

1620 West Nelson Street, 

Chicago, Illinois; 

.Vi.*' •* ' . 

CHARLES REED • ; 

Pontiac Number 18492 ■ I 

2286 Street f 

Madison, Illinois ! 


- 
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FRED M. PETRAKIS 
Pontiac Number 18516 
Route 1 

Peoria, Illinois 
518 Sanford Street, 
Peoria, Illinois; 

KENNEIH D. FOSDYCK, 
Pontiac Number 19218 
Route 1 

Bushnell, Illinois; 

DWIGHT ROWE 
Pontiac Number 19086 
432| South Vine, 
Kewanee, Illinois* 
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B. INTERVIEWS WITH POSSIBLE INMATES 
OF JAMES EARL RAY 


i 

1 

i 

i ■ 

i 



{ 
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Cn 4/23/67, FRED PETBAKIS, 2904 North Avaloa 
Place, Psoria, Illinois, a forever inmate at Pontiac Pen- 
itentiary, v/as shov/n a 1955 photograph of JAMES EARL RAY 
without effecting an identif ication, 

PSTRAKiS achrised that foi’ about one and one-half 
months in late 1953, he sei.’ved as a barber at the Pontiac 
Honor Farm in the penitentiary, ho^evei*, he dees not recall 
RAY. Prior to this, he cut inmates V hair at the main 
prirsoa and served thirty- three imOn ths at Ponfiac' from' 1 950 
to early 1953 before being pai’cled. PSTRAIHS adviced that 
he took inmate v HCR^iAN 'DSAN's place as a barber and that. 
DEAN may recall RAY. 

On 5/1/33, NCRMAN DEAN, barber, 927 Court Street, 
Pekin, Illinois, a former inmate at Pontiac Penitentiary, 
■eas shovm a 1955 photogi-aph of JAMES EARL RAY 'ti'ithout 
effecting an identif icat'ion, DEAN advised that, he T/as 
discharged from Pontiac during the pointer of 1952 and never 
cut hair on the Honox* Fa.ratV Re' possessed no in'forina.tion 
regarding RAY and was not aware that RAY was confined at 
Pontiac during the tiia-e of his iacai'ceration. 
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2» xio^yOCi ^liSi ^.no 2!*€^x 
E af V‘'n?7>. f?o, o/jsx _ ^.>-:^ .c?^-...,.rL"-'. ■.•,T,V;T 


ths Edilress of SUED, as £23 ~ litn 


This address should'fce'co^rectertS *Il£S^3''addJS 


contains 
Illj.nois * 


as 2023 ~ 6th Street, Madison, Xllinols, 


_ ■ E i,a i^ed tna t/ he vas at tiie Pontiac State I'a-r’a, 

Porio.(.ac, illinoao, in 3.S52, He stated that he entered 
Menard State Peniltentiarj^ at Chester, Illinois, in late 
l*.>49^and ^'assubsoqiiently transported to Pontiac Pi^is on,- 
. ^n;.iac, l^l 2 .no,.s, ^.n 'late 1950, Ee stated he renained ■ 

he t/as relnsed Av.t*nst 29, 19S2, 

^ at one cme he Y;as. on the prison farra,' there 

Move anout 150 porscns v/orking thei’e. 


T* J f ^ C* o *>♦ iCs 


h3.o JOO v,^,s -CO cel aver the mail to each doriaatcry daily, 
and tnac he j;as fro^iiliar generally, v/ith every person 


located on the tarm at that time. 


•f-jio-- ^’-i-ssticned .about the su’ojeat, HSSD stated 

t*iwc-he^aocs noc I'scall .the ‘-name nor does ha remembex’ . ■ ■ 
^socaating s person noosed jyd:IES EAHI. EAY. He stated 

tlie\narae since it had bean in 
recent days, bi’t i'c had never come 
uncil noT/ that HAY may have been at 
Scame x-armmvhile he v.-as there. He farther stated 

rxot^rscall any particulai’ person vho V : 

Si ^ It is noted from 

teletype that subject entered the 

1S52, RSSD recalls that he was 
IQ ■'3‘* August 29, 1S52, He stated that 

on tho farm. He furthe 


I 
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related that he has not kept in contact •\vith anyone 
he net while at the&i*in and Imown nothin:; of the T/hsreahouts 
of any of the innatos who were incar cerca ted at the faina 
while he was there, 

REED is described as: 

Age . 


Height 5» 6” 


Appro::liiiately SS 
5 

V/eight 140 

Hair Blonde, crev/ cut 

Eyes Blue , 

CoEiplejiipn Rudd ash 

Linps due to a cripoled right leg 
llarital ' 

status Single, lives v/itli his luother 
at the above noted address 
Ssiitaticn worker ^ 

riding on sanitation trucks 
in the Kadis on -Granite City, Illinois ax'ea 


Eraploye: 


REED' has 5 brothers living in the Madison“Granite 
City area, and 1 sister. It is noted frcri a crij;iinal check 
at -the - Madison- city PD that -CHARLES S. REED has had’ sczxS 
credit probleiis as W'all as being arrested for speeding 
and disorderly conduct since his release from Pontiac, 
(also fron Granite City PD I'ecords) 


• ■ V. 


-■ 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: 

On May 2, 1968, Deputy Sheriff, JOHN BLIVEN, 

Me Donough County, Macomb, Illinois, advised that KENNETH 
D, FOSDYCK no longer resides in Bushnell, Illinois, but 
resides in Macomb, Illinois. He stated that FOSDYCK has 
a criminal record and is holder of FBI fr442 181 A. He 
advised that FCSDYCK ^is presently employed by Burell 
Florists in Macomb, Illinois, and resides at 321 College 
Street, Macomb, Illinois, He advised that the record 
of FOSDYCK shows he was first arrested on October 14, 

1948, for tampering with a motor vehicle and has later 
arrests for robbery,- petty larceny, auto larceny, 
probation violation; however, Deputy BLIVEN advised 
that the last known arrest for FOSDYCK was on December 
3, 1954 when he was returned to the Illinois State 
Penitentiary at Joliet, Illinois, for parole violation. 

He furnished the following physical description of 

FOSDYCK: 

Race White 

Sex Male 

Date of Birth November 12, 1928 

Height 5 ’10” 

Weight 155 pounds 

Hair - ' Black . 

Eyes ^ Brown 

Build ! Slender 

Education ^ \ Sth Grade 

On May 2, 1968, ELMER BURELL, Owner, Burell *s Florists, 
Ma'Comb, Illinois, advised that KENNETH D. FCSDYCK is employed by’ 
him and has been for a number of years. He stated that FOSDYCK 
resides at the Florist at 321 College Street, Macomb, Illinois, 
and that during the past several years FC6DYCK has been working 
•regularly. He advised that FOSDYCK was working during the 
period of March 27, 1968, through April 4, 1968.’ 


-HI 
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A number of photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were 
exhibited to ELMER BURELL. He advised that he has never, 
seen anyone with FOSDYCK remotely resembling RAY, He 
also advised that he had never heard FOSDYCK mention RAY 
and felt certain that this individual had not been in 
Macomb in the recent past. 


On May 2, 1968, KENNETH D. FOSDYCK was interviewed 
at 321 College Street, Macomb, Illinois, A number of photo- 
graphs of JAMES EARL RAY were exhibited to FOSDYCK. FOSDYCK 
furnished the following information; 

The photograpKs of JAMES EARL RAY are vaguely 
familiar to him as someone he has seen in the past. 

FCSDYCK advised that he (FOSDYCK) was assigned to 
the Illinois State I^nitentiary Honor* Farm at Pontiac, 
Illinois, from September 15, 1952 until February 5, 1954. 

He advised that there was. not a large number of individuals 
residing at this Honor Farm and it is quiet possible that 
he knew JAMES EARL RAY vaguely during this period of time. 
FOSDYCK advised that he certainly has not seen RAY since 
February, 1954, and has had no information concerning RAY’s 
whereabouts. 
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, On 5/7/68 Chief of Police DEAN ’WATSON, Kev/anee, 

advised that he knew of a DWIGHT ROWE having formerly 
lived in Kewanee, but advised that he had not seen him 
in years. He further advised that both of ROVi'E's parents 
;i . were deceased, but that he. believed ROSE V. JACABSON, 111 

“1 Hollis Street, Kewanee, was related in some v/ay to ROWE. 

ll . On 5/7/68 Mrs., ROSE y. JACABSON, 111, Hollis, 

li Kewanee, advised that bWIGHT ROWE was her first husband's 

Ij brother. She further advised that ROV/E quite often visits 

her children, but has not done so since the assassination 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. She has never heard him mention 
JAMES EARL RAY. Mrs. JACABSON advised that ROV/E presently 
resides at 905 Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois. 

On 5/7/68 attempts were made to contact ROWE, 905 
Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois, but were unsuccessful. 

On 5/8/68 DWIGHT PIERSON ROWE, 905 Third Street, 
Green Rock, Illinois, advised that he had served time at 
Pontiac, Illinois, but , stated he did not remember JAMES 
EARL RAY. He stated that to the best of his knowledge 
the first he had ever heard of ^Y was v/hen his picture 
appeared in the newspapers in regard to KING. ROV/E advised 
that he met so many other men while in Pontiac using so 
many different names that he could have met RAY and not 
realized it. ' . . . 

■ V . • ■■ ■ 1-... 
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VI . PRIOR THREATS AGAINST MARTIN LOTHER KING, JR . 
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DAVID V.' LANSDEN, Attorney, Cairo, Illinois, 
advised on April 27, 1968, that he has had BENNY K,' PINKSTON, 
FBI #314 7431 as a client on 2 or- 3 occasions, LANSDEN 
states that PINKSTON is a heartless individual who professes to 
be a separationist and usually acquires small amounts of money 
from businessmen in the white community by soliciting 
donations in $1 and $2 amounts to promote his separation of the 
• races program, 

LANSDEN stated that PINKSTON usually carries a 
quantity of JOHN BIRCH literature and distributes same 
and generally operates in the Sikeston, Missouri, or 
Forrest City, Arkansas area, 

LANSDEN was xmable to recall any conversation wherein 
PINKSTON threatened the life of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
nor does he recall PINKSTON ever consulting him as to what 
might happen if he killed KING,* LANSDEN states to the 
best of his knowledge, PINKSTON is probably in Forrest City, 
Arkasas where he has a mother and other relatives, LANSDEN 
stated to the best of his recollection, he last saw PINKSTON 
3 or 4 years ago. 
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A. VINCENT DE PALMA 


\ 
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On April 6, 1968, RONALD LORENZEN, Managing 
Editor, Times Democrat, Davenport, Iowa, advised he received a 
telephone call from EDWARD BUMGARDNER of 917 - 6th Avenue, 

Erie, Illinois, on AP^il 5, .1968, BULIGARDNER advised him that, 
thie photograph displayed on television of the assassination suspect 
appears to be that of one VINCENT DE PALMA BUMGARDNER also 
advised that he is a former Minuteman and the assassination 
may have been committed by a member of the Minutemen, 
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B. CARL RICE 
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JUDITO LOTT, 1103 West North Crest, Peoria, 
Illinois, telephonically advised on April 5, 1968, 
she viewed a composite drawing of suspect in slaying 
of captioned individual on Channel 25 WEEK television, 
Peoria, Illinois, which individual resembles CARL RICE, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. LOTT was described as: 


Race 

Sex 

Height 

Age 

Hair 

Eyes 

Weight 


White 
Male 
5’ 11" 

32 

Blonde 

Blue 

155 pounds 


LOTT continued by saying. RICE was previously 
involved in narcotics and racial matters. He attended 
Blake School, Minneapolis, resided with father. Doctor 
CAHL RICE, suburb of Edina, Minneapolis, approximately 10 
years ago. HARDEN BARRD, WEEK TV, Peoria, Illinois, advised 
the composite drawing of suspected slayer of captioned 
individual was shown on television April 5, 1968, which 
draw'ing was from UPI Wire Photo Service, 
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I C. WILLIAM RAY KING 

I 
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On April 7, 1968, Detective Sergeants JOHN COLEMAN 
and ROY V/EST, Rock Island Police Department, advised an 
anonymous telephone call was received at the Police Department that 
a white male wearing gold colored clothing was at the Ft, 

Armstrong Hotel in Rock Islant} Illinois, either had a gxin 
or guns or made statements that he had killed someone 
or that he had been in Memphis, Tennessee, when MARTIN 
LUTHER KIl^G, JR,’ was killed. The voice was very muffled and 
the exact comments could not be distinguished. 

Both proceeded to the Hotel where they immediately 
located BILLY RAY KING whom they checked for a gun. In 
subsequent conversation, they determined that KING came 
from Louisiana and spoke very bitterly of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING,’ He stated he got what he deserved and when asked 
if he had killed him, this person responded that even if 
he had he wouldn't tell them. They decided to take him 
to the Police Department for further investigation. 


j.f 
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rO-302 (Rov. 4-15-6^) 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF IHVESTlGATiOH 


n„.. April 11. I960 


BILLY Ri\Y KING v/as interviav/Gcl at the Rock Icland, 
Illinois, Police Departniont, by ROBERT A. WICIG/IRB and CilARK.'IS 
E. SMITH v/ho identitied themselves as Special Agents of the 
FBI. KING v/as v/arnod of his rights and he waived them as 
shown on an executed warning and waiver form. 




\ 

I 


BILLY RAY KING advised he has resided for ten years 
at 102 Arlington Street, Lake Pi’ovidence Louisiana , Ke has 
been employed as a deck hand on different boats in the Mississippi 
River’ since he was IS years of age. He stated for tlie last 
three months he has been employed as a deck hand on a towboat 
foi' the K.G.V/, Tov/ing Company out of Greenville, Mississippi. 


He added that he had been injured on his boat 
approximately twenty days ago and had been treated at the 
Greenville, Mississippi, General Hospital, but had been 
recuperating at his horae in Lake Providence, Louisiana 


a 


He had recovered and arranged to catch his boat, which 


IS 


the George Weathers, at Quincy, Illinois. His Personnel 
Dii'ectoi', JERRY V/ILSON, v/ith the .K.G.Vf. Tov/ing Company in 
Greenville, Mississippi, had given him an airplane ticket 
from Greenville, Mississippi, to St, Louis, Missouri, to 
Quincy, Illinois, foi’ Api’i! 5, 1938; however, he determined 
that all . planes v/ere full and v/as instructed to' take a bus 
to Memphis - . Tennessee to catch a plane to ’ S t. Louis t ^ He ' 
left his home by Trailway Bus around noon on April 4, 1938 
and proceeded to Memphis, Tennessee, v/hich is about 175 
miles. He ai'rived in Memphis sometime in the afternoon . 
probably around 4;00, p.mf V/hile at the Trailv/ay Bus Depot, 
the riots broke out due Vo the ^shooting of MARTIN LUTHER ■. 
KING. He advised that the Mus depot was closed. There 
was no busses allowed to iVave 'or enter and the people in 
the bus depot were forced to- remain in the depot all night 
long. He advised that the depot v/as only tv/o or three 
blocks from the Lorraine Motel' in Memphis, Tennessee, Where 
KING was shot. He advised that he knov/s where this motel 
is located as. he had stayed' tliere on previous . occasions , 

He added that it was general knov/ledge in all the papers 
that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was in Memphis and , staying at 
the T.nrraine Motel . • ‘ : 


o„ 4-7-68 


at 


Rock Island Illinois 


SA CHARLES E, SMITH : 
h, S A ROBERT A. VaCianEfe 


/ras 
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KING stated that he did not shoot MARTIN LUTIffiR 
KING but hastily added even if he had done so, he would not 
tell. He also stated that M/iRTIN LUTHER KING got Just what 
he deserved and that tiie people in the Noi'th are getting 
just v/hat they deserved on this ra,cial problem as they 
caused the whole thing, \lhen asked if he was a membei’ of 
toe KKK, KING stated that he v/as not a member but also 
added even if he v/as, he would not tell, 

KING then stated during the early hours before 
daybreak, the busses started to move and he was able to 
take a taxi to the airport. He' recalled that the fare 
was somewhere around $4,65, V/hen he arrived at the air- 
port, he detei'inined that there was only one plane that he 
could catch to Quincy, Illinois; however, this plane v/as . 
full and he was placed on stand by, Y/hen the plane left 
and he could not get on, he then made a long distance 
telephone call to his boss JERRY V/ILSON v/Iio then told him 
to catch a bus to St. Louis and a bus to Quincy where he 
could catch the boat. He advised that he took a cab back 
to the bus depot where he boarded a Tx*ailv/ay Bus for St, 
Louis, Missouri, He advised this was early in the morning 
and arrived in St, Louis sometinie around hobn. He then 
caught a bus from St, Louis to Quincy; hojwever, this bus 
made many different stops and he arrived too late in Quincy 
to catch the boat. He then took another bus ,to Rock Island, 
Illinois , . where he now uv/ai ting for the boat v/hich is due to 
arrive' at 12:00 midnight#,, ■ . 

. KING stated that’ he Owns a 1967 bright blue Mustang 

which is at his home at Lake Providence, Louisiana. Ke 
explained that the papers for this cai' are in the name of 
his friend TRAVIS SHEFEIELiD, who lives approi'imately three 
blocks away on Foster Street, He stated he bought this car 
from SHEFFIELD and is making the payments but he has not 
had the papers changed over ! to his name. The car is at his 
home, KING also admitted that he owned a ,38 pistol and a 
shotgun which are both at his 'home. 

The following description was obtained from 
observation and interview: 
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Name 

Sex 

Race 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height ; 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Address 

Occupation 
Education 
Marital Status 
Employment 

Mother 

Arrests 



• ^ . 

■ V i-',: 


BILLY RAY KING 

Male 

White 

April 23, 1925 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 
6 * 1 " 

185. pounds 

Dark Bi’ov/n, Curly 

Blue 

Medium to ruddy 
102 Arlington 

Lake Providence, Louisiana 
De ck Ha.i! d , Tov/boa t 
Seventh Grade 
Single 

K.G.V/. Tov/ing Company 
Greenville, Mississippi 
GERTRUDE K^ITH 
Admits juvenile arises t 
before the age of 18 for 
assaulting a Negro police 
officer in Lake Providence, 
Louisiana, explaining he beat 
this officer with a pipe, served 
nine months in a reform school 
at Monroe, Louisiana; , 

Admits ai'rest at the age of 18 
for carrying a pistpl’ at Lake 
Providence, Louisiana, fined 
$200.00 and $37.00 costs and 
, two years probation. 
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TOM MOSS, Chief of Police, Kankakee, Illinois, advised 
on April 5, 1968, he received an anonymous telephone call 
stating that a young white man staying at the West Lane Motel, 
Marion, Arkansas, had told a female employee of this motel that 
he was a Chicago police officer and that he was on his way 
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,‘ No further information 
was obtained from the anonymous telephone call. 
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E. ALLEN RICHARD THAYER 
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The Springfield, Illinois Police. Department, on 
April 8, 1968, advised ALLEN RICHARD THAYER v/as in custody 
and that he fits the general description of the individual 
who shot MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. THAYER interviewed 
this date by Bureau Agents and he advised he could 
not account for his whereabouts on the pertinent dates 
as pertained to this case. He did advise, however, 
that he had been traveling across the United States for 
sevei*al weeks and that to the best of his knowledge he was in 
Denver, Colorado on the day that he heard that KING had been 
assassinated. THAYER advised at no time was in in Alabama 
or Tennessee this year. THAYER and companion were traveling 
in a 1959 gold Chevrolet. 

THAYER is described as : 

Height 5* 11” 

Weight 155 pounds 

Hair Dark brown 

combed straight back 
Eyes Blue 

Complexion Dark 

Tattoo Skull and crossbones 

left forearm 

Previous arrests Armed robbery 

Ontario Canda 
breaking and entering 
Hartford, Connecticut • 

DOB •> 10/23/33 

Bristol, Connecticul 

THAYER advised he knows nothing concerning the murder 
of KING nor has he any animosities- toward KING. The Springfield 
Police Department filed charges . against THAYER for defrauding 
an innkeeper. 




) 
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On April 9, 1968, discreet investigation was 
conducted re WILLIAM LCSli'IEYER, Route 1, Strawn, Illinois. 
Information was developed LOHMEYER has been in the Strawn 
Illinois area, during the pertinent period re captioned 
matter, 

LOHMEYER is described as : 

Race 
Sex 
Age 

Height 
Weight 
Complexion 

j Hair 

j 

Build 

I 

Occupation 

i 

'I 

? 

? 

f 

I 


White 

Male 

43 

5» '9" 

165 

Ruddy 

Brown 

Burr cut 

Medium - stocky 

round facial features 

Farmer 

Well reispected in community 


• > / . 



I. . •• ^ -■ 
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I G, J, J, TRARES, 
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JEROIiIE J,. TRARES, 

Race 

Sex 

DOB 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 


Employer 

I . • ■ 

> 


i 

i 


is described as : 

White 

Male 

6/9/11 

6’l|” 

230 pounds 
Bro\m, graying 
bald, front and top 
4 Sheryl Drive, 

East St, Louis (Caseyville) 

Illinois 

U.S, Gypsum 

salesman of building materials 
to wholesalers 

Was in Memphis, April 2-4, 1968 
to contact BILL WOOD at 
lumber yard owned by 
JOHNSONS , owners , 

Holiday Inn Motel Chain 
Driving 1968 Green Ford 
4 door registered to 
U,S. Gypsum 


TRARES departed Memphis at 4:00 P.M, April 4, 1968, 
arriving at residence 10:30 P.M, the same date after 
stop at Cairo, Illinois. 

Due to varience ‘in physical and car description and 
departure time, he does not appear identical to the 
unknown subject . ' V ' 

v * 
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•I 

j 


J t . ^ 

*.• 



v 



i 



- 174 - 





1 . 






' Hff 5233 Docid: 59162492 

I 


Page 202 




SI 44-561 



ROBERT L.^ PLUNK, white male, age 34, born 
November 28, 1933, 5' 10" tall, 160 pounds, dark brov/n hair, 
receding, brown eyes, was a passenger on train number 6 IC Railroad 
to St. Louis, Missouri, at 5:00 A.M, this date, April 11, 1968. 

PLUNK briefly interviewed at Carbondale, Illinois, in view of 
information furnished.:’ by train personnel indicating PLUNK resembled 
artist’s sketch of assassin of Dr. KING,' PLUNK boarded 
IC passenger train #10 out of Jacksonville, Florida, at Corinth 
. Mississippi with a round trip ticket to St. Louis. He was with 
his mother, EULlA PLUNK and resides at RR 2, Michie, Tennessee. 

PLUNK produced a letter from "Veteran’s Administration Hospital 
(Vah) St. Louis, Missouri, addressed to ROBERT L, PLUNK, 

RR 2, Michie, Tennessee, requesting him to report for 
physical re disability claim. PLUNK has TB was a Korean 
war veteran and had prior chest operation for TB at Murphyreesboro, 
Tennessee, VAH. The letter directed PLUNK to report VAH 
A 139, out patient service, 915 North Grand, St. Louis, 

Missouri, April 11, 1968. PLUNK claims he does 
not work due to physical condition, PLUNK obviously in 
poor physical condition and had difficulty in moving and 
breathing. 
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T- LEONARD KORMORNY, Manager 

Lipsett Steel Products Company,^ 2520 East 23rd Street ’ 

Granite City, Illinois, advised that D. L, PETERSON i4 

^ Leasing Company, Baltimore, 

Marylano, and the automobiles for Lipsett Steel Products 

Sm^an^ leased through the D. L. Peterson Leasing 

roinmnT o that the Lipsett Steel Products 

Company and the Luna Bi'others and Company are the same 

cm pa ny operating out of 2520 East 23rd Street, Granite 

T^r.o/^+■^ CONSTANTINO was an employee of th 

Company and that CONSTANTINO was 
residing at the Executive Apartments at 10038 Executive 

hsiv Missouri, and would not be return 

back to the company until April 15, 1968. • He further 
vised that CONSTANTINO was the only employee of the 

travelling assignments. He advised that 
. t have any infoi'matdon concerning the 1968 
Illinois license 411809 at the present time. 


ing 
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K. UNKNOWN SUSPSCT, AKA RICHARD GALT 





- 178 - 



iW 5233 Dodd: 59162492 Page 206 



SI 44-561 









tiiis 


ihclividual ati 


f dT 5 n'i’c • 

^ »•» 1 f iC? • 


Ago 

Apisr 


this 

Heiglit ■ 

61 

T/eight 

165 

Build ■ 

Thin 


\:2jae 


Casual ^di'‘Gss3r, had e^^cellent hnov/led-je 
Oi ii?.ncl guns and had e;-:cei.lent kuov.’lGd're 


----- ._.9.?...?J:^l^opean c 


/ 


/ U- 




IHH 5233 Dodd: 59162492 Page 207 

f . 









179 






SI 44 - 5 S 1 








•DIv/Bi.-S r;cly':lssd that this individual had related 

>, IT! „ 

^ O On 


that 

he 

had 

. Studi 

.ed for 

the 

ciuri 


o ; 

4.J^ .0 W 

early 

- a "s'* c.' 
y w i -d. o 

T-T.o 


priesthood in Chicago, 111,, 


e '‘r ‘O T* T ^ ^ X/ '/■’ ‘"'-i T’ >^'i r* O Th- ri <1 


irSWBitd: v?as coirhaotecl in parson Toy SAs ELIAS 
17 ILL I AMS, Jro, ahcl the v/i’iter, arad he could add no 
additional iincoraaation to the abcveo 



j . , . ' % »■ . 

NW 5233 Dodd: 59162492 Page 208 




180 - 








SI 44-561 


KENNETH NEV/BLE, 1817 North North Street, Peoria, 

Illinois, viewed on April 18, 1988, a composite photograph 
of ERIC STARVO GALT, He advised this individual is definitely 
not the cre^vInan which he had reference to aboard the SS Hudson 
in December, 1961, to February, 1962. He advised there is distinct 
differences in the hair and facial features. NETOLE is of the 
opinion he knew the crewman as RICHARD GALT and cannot offer 
explanations or suggestions as to which crewman he may have made 
reference to. He advised he recalls RICHARD SANTAMOUR, also a 
crewman, who is definitely not identical with the individual 
he had reference to. Based on NEWBEL’s statements, after viewing 
a composite photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT arid in the absence of 
any recorded crewman named GALT, no further investigation to 
locate this individual will be conducted. 
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Information v/as received from the Jackson 
Division, on April 19, 1968, that Pascagoula, 

Mississippi Police Department stopped an individual driving a white 
Corvair bearing 1968 Illinois license DG 3109. The driver 
identified himself as JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE, MONTAGNE 
was accompanied by another white male whose identity v/as not 
determined. MONTAGNE indicated he was a musician and 
the other person indicated he was a seaman and they were 
both heading for New Orleans. 

The officer who stopped the above individuals said 
that MONTAGNE resembled the photo of GALT and that after hearing 
a description of JAMES EARL RAY having a scar in the middle of 
his forehead he believed that MONTAGNE might be RAY as he 
recalled MONTAGNE having such a scar. No further description 
was available on MONTAGNE or the other person. 

Auto Registration Section records, Springfield, 

Illinois, revealed 1968 Illinois license DG 3109 is registered 
to RAYJIOND HILLBURN, 6039 North Ridge, Chicago, Illinois for 
a 1956 Dodge, Four door, VIN 32233139, Auto registration 
and drivers license checks re MONTAGNE negative. 


Drivers License Section records re HILLBURN 
describe him as: 


Name 

Address 

Chicago, 

DOB 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Drivers 


Illinois 


license it 


RAYMOND .MITCHEL HILLBURN 
1254 Leland, 


V b' -10" 

\160 pounds 
Brown 
Blue 

H41673340187 


* Suspended since 3/10/68 

'•V . 

I ' 



FOIA(b) (6) 
FOIA'(b) (7 )■ - (C) 










HW 5233 Dodd: 59162492 Page 213 





! 


1 

1 

SI 44-561 



\ 


I 

j 


f ■ M. 

I , 

I 

I N. PAUL STANLEY BOOTHBY 


i 

I 

» 

f 





I 


|Hff5i233 DocId:59162492 Page 214 




r i 


SI 44 - 5 S 1 






iw 


A ' 4 ’^' 


F.’';-';?:-:? “■'.v' T\C,<r?yy\ 

4 ^ ►-•' •• U .’-. * «.-t« «. •« w.i 4 ^' 'W' 4 . 

rrT'.o/'^ 'J- 

; V* «.'• V . • ■--*' u 

Cliiiton 


•- 't -1 « 

^ » ) t 








r* • ^ .*v 

'V *1 '^s » * 

.?. .v« *— • 




Cn 4/10/00, Eh^sriff ■'CI-.AHDB 

in c 


^ -.‘l-'V<^- 


.1 ^ 


VN, 

A-’" 




County 


f'il Anois, 

1 


ILv * >-4 4 -S W ''4 * ■* ^ 4'** *4,* C** *«*•». V 4*4 *-* 


T' '■ ■ ’'/‘ r ' 


ill 


f-» •,» 

.V 0* 




•5 


♦*, -J* 


^4 4':5 ’ 

<i„* 


<i:^ .W'\.--‘ -tJ/ 


,.., ^ 4 V r t r^rr.sy: -; 1 ^ 

l.i U ^-"<4 i ^ ) U i.» -4 i - i •.' .^- 5 . 4 .- j. 


\* ..*. - 5 . - 


^..1 

y.. A . 


• y ^ 

riding; a 


iCi ci. >' 4 ^: yiiV ...* * 4 ' < > 4 -, * 4 / v 


^ n't f*-^ 

^ ‘ / ^ ^ 

•r> *•. n <- **'i v* 4 <--5 0 ' • T -1 4 "'; ‘."rj^** 

■ 4 .* <•■* »,■» *i» ’_• »■•* < 1-4 t.> *t.* 4 E 4 io «-* 1 Wi 44 «'...j J 4 4 •C-. -.4 - •> - 4 ^ •«» 4 - 4 * 4 


r *; 


.2^ J 


' 44^ 


^ ^ ^ V ^ ^ ^ t»« »'.. V «r* ^ «t A b • ** ***• **^ 

V 1 T ••tv’ -in o ‘ill »'''''"r; 1 1 '<'7' n '‘1 *.■.•. r-’/l r 

» _ , __ *7'^ .•’< *? 

C.*..,-. y 4 l.i.,'- 44 Vl 1 . w. r -'jJ > 4 .* W W .i* * 4 ^ i..-..; .»/ V-» C-.- 4 - .'—■«:•■> ■-> ‘ 2 :- 

•**' »•: V r^l r‘ 

’« («■* 4 ^, «I 1 >*. V *r/ Vv ^ x*^ o 


V 4 - V f. .-. i i/ i - 4 .' -i 

• •"':* :.* 'j .-n ^!7^ o 'h j T .♦' f { '< A*' j j 

!.., s > r V ^ ’wi w w . 4 — •i-. ‘•1 » 4 ^ 'V*'-.* i* 

T115,uOi3 to cii/.toa, 


• / 

T .*, 'I'i '• ’;7 1 C! o ^ '■’‘•oV'r'i ='•', 

, 4 ^, i.i 4 ^ ./ 4.1 


1 r-, a-i •-> 1 / ‘ h •'1 V n ^ 

J. 4 . .k. 'w- i ; - ^4 J. [ ‘j V p-i ♦ 


v*> A :> 




Subject ? AUIiv BTAATLS? EOOTHDY f iusarprintcu_ by 

De7/itt County £i-oriff *g Qiilce ana T/as iutorvlovvou by lOX • 
/A sc at 3 in Clintcii, IllindiG., at DoV/itt C 


r 5*^ \ • 

' V V .b 4 ^i»' 


'i '"t M 


1 . 


r^v 




'I o>. 
i> jJ v; 


ti’v'i.Gocl that, bo mi3 in !,.‘e-3~ 
/lE/oO. He stated that ho 



u ^ ciiia •*=*vnvi 

ho had no infornvation re tbn doatla cf .I.IfilcTlir LU'I'HSH KIHG, JR. 
nor did ho knoT/ of aayoao ^vho tnl'ght have particj^patc d in the 

hillmz. "■ a -i..,..--.^-: -•' ■ " "“ 


- 187 - 


5233 Dodd: 59162492 Page 215 








SI 44-561 


0. UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA 


•' t 





' 1 189 - 






NH 5233 IlDCId:591624&2 Page 217 


. CARNAHAN 




SI 44-561 


On April 29, - 1968, Motor Vehicle Bureau, Springfield, 
Illinois, advised 1968 Illinois license B291617 was issued to 
JAMES J. MC GOVERN, 10023 West Devon, Rosemont, Illinois 
for 1966 Chevrolet Fleetside Panel Truck, VIN C2546F163402 
Drivers license listed as M216 450 3056, Social Security 
number 361 072397. 

1967 Illinois license B291617 issued to GEORGE WARD, 
Route 2, D Street, Murphysboro, Illinois, for a 1956 Ford picl^p 
truck, VIN F10V6G25421, drivers license listed as W15662349765258. 
This license originally issued for 1954 Ford Pickup in which 
driver’s license listed as W156623497652585, These 
are not Illinois drivers license, , 

Drivers license section, Springfield, advised 
drivers license ntimber M216 4502 3056 issued February 14, 

1968, to JAI-ES J, MC GOVERN,' This chauffeurs license expires 
March 7, 1969 and described him as 5' 10”, 190 pounds, 
brown hair, blue eyes, DOB 2/25/23; application reflects 
he is self employed and dba J, J, Me Govern Motor Service, 
Rosemont, Illinois, 

Drivers license number W632 3n'/L13 5234 issued 
December 8, 1967 to GEORGE L.‘ WARD, 103 Third Street, 

Murphysboro, Illinois, and license expires December 8, 1968 
and describes him as 5’ 11”, 190 pounds, brown hair, hazel 
^ eyes, DOB August 17, 1935^, 



• / 
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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued 
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E,’ BODiCER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton, 
Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him 
as male, born January 30, 1933, 5’ 10”, 175 pounds, 
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer. 
Records reflect license was suspended December 12, 1967 for . 
an accident. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three 
moving violations but is presently clear and valid. 
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On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Parts 
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc., 
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor, 
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, 

Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been 
a WILLIAM A, MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL 
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois, 

He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in 
the Bloomington, Illinois area, THOMPSON further advised that 
the closest representative for the International Harvester 
Company is L,- C. BARNETT, District Manager, International 
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois^ 

Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department 
Bloomington, Illinois; Me Lean County Sheriff’s Office, 

Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone 
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A, MARSHALL 
or similarity. 

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L.- C. BARNETT, 

District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island 
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the 
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes 
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name 
WILLIAM A, MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being 
a frandiise dealer in his district, BARNETT further advised 
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district 
to the State of California, BARNETT stated that any further 
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H 
Home Offices, 401 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 
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Illinoas, . telephone 

oij..i.C 2 concorniB" th-ip v-.-.-;.^..,,, ?*•>.,-" contactoc! t’le 

considerably upset e^otion-^l?;: ^vlio soundea 

fcuscand to return iirr-^ enpecteu her 

* -.-i \...nutu CO Icno^7 u'iiGtlier o*.' ro-> v— , 1 -^'”^ c..^;.v ai'ccrncon 

ieoncity 'I'/ou'Sri b.o »vt>r. -~ ^ ‘••- -c/Uxu assure shat Ms 

proi^j.aoci to us co^'icom*^ >r''* t’’'^ " ^^‘^-^orr.a'cicn 

asked \7hr,-f- T,. ■!.,,■? 7"^..— ■- -■'•'••■•'••--I-u v^ase, Mrs. STMADL'R also 


^tskeci ^7hat •^ind or^Xo^XXt'^n ^ 

v/ho felt his life ^vas S-ive to her husband 


tenished t^thifi^Sif infor.mtlon ' 
protected but that certainly bo 

liar husband and* ‘if he fXi? pliyslcally guard 

a natter he should takS u,; tliis%7as 

v/e were desirous of int^rv-’ ^"*i"vir 5 - ^-i^-Iiora rres, hov/ovor, 

inforaation ho night hr>v^ any valuable 

so at his convenience ^'Ould do 

she would have her husband cSnt-^ct ‘"-Msed 

Vvt Lexington, Illinois, .gh.-. v-pon his arrival 

Sr.A at Bloomington and of ■ the name of the 

. . yA,vno .-^^xeaboius of cur office; there. 

Ij^rS C?^^T> A ^^TT*T% Ji- • * 

through Memphis at the liusband v/ere passing 

hsband a.llegedly ove'?'*hra's’d*'"D *"**'’ icIhG v/a.s sla.in. Her 

one of v/hom ho claims *ros,r.,„Xi five individuals 

tne subject, in this casX''^^^ vh^?? photograph of P.AY, 

Subsequently, last Sunday 'p-; r«ht talked about the. kiHin 

on .;onday he claims he we - r .:f i broken into and . 

Chevrolet, the v^o-iovVji'X'^ J-?‘Oin Lo;:ington to Detroit 
unable to obtain. This he wa; 

■ '••‘'‘;^-i.n-^-d tv^o individuals whom 


s 
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I I . .1- reco-’njze and at a , rest stop these men took a shot 

''l.f';:; uit Hd Sot Wt him bocause he "hit the grouna". he 

he' ie in crave danger for his personal safety because 
jiS'''''haS infomatlon Lout the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KINO. 

Mrs. STRADER v/as advised immediately upon her husband's 
return she' should contact this office and we would set up a 
rautually' agreeable time and place during' which we could inteiview 
her husband concerning this matter. 
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i r 

I ? 

I < 

t * 

i i 

f- ^ 


V >i7 ^ V V." M V l>< I i ~ >'W n-M ^->1 i ^ J r.-^ - --.‘ ^ ^ • a .» 4 ■a.-'*-— ^ 1.J— !j A X J. ^'.J i. J ^ V ^ I •— ‘ •— al * • ^ 

vr'ic; • o »'■> 7* Tr ■‘' *i''r> o t'> .'.*» r.'» ”1 /7 ,c> 'rv.o O"?* It O’;'* 'pn '‘-T t .rr^*:'* "P 73 T* A r?;-7 '37 

on' 4/20/6Ba Mrs. STrADI::i aoviaec! 
the CA4HICRh2L rooidonce the reehcnd 
that on the nia'ht of .:t/2l/SS or 
ceirly noi-nir-'^ ox C/22/60 hex* Imebancl x?ae aT/V-kdaod by 


O U X ^ ' ^ ' '*’ ^ • - ■ ‘C '”3 VI T 1 7 T' O 3 '7 „ 

<■; 1 ”> r> r^ :'l Vi i'a: "S'* 7 ■;■ i v c; 7'« n v i y7 ’/:> 7"^ ^ri 


an /h -i- 

V- • ta» V 


n " oo /O,o, ^ -l-:7-i <-an--7 

x/ .fc^ 1./-“ Or^ * kJliCJ ci'-AVXoUU 


j. 

L il 


i' ' •> 


berhiny oiitside the faixa residerice which 
or.o-halx riila froiii the Jiiaiii x’'iU'’£iI. road, 

n -! * ! P 1* ■• n < fl *0 7' T? 

•■■1- • i ’>..1 - i i. v*. i »*, <j. i L- i , xa -f_ j J.l) 4 

C » : i' C"‘ 1 ,'l O T: 'P 7^ n T O' 7 n --7 4- % o ~I' 

x_* b--^»->.wva^ tad. j A.vJiAii'^ oiJi*-t(.f 


n .. .> . 


CiO 

is located uj 3 n far::-. 
yiTf^ nr'yiaad her i;v.:'. ad 


Wv** A .1 *■>« 1*3. V 

^ « 


P. CAIa.IICHAEL, apoii inahing a sonroii 

,t. 7 ^ rj ,^, p.t? V7 ? -j O q 'v r 71 ^ ' -• r •, '> '^. 7 "l 


U JL i. / • w: 
7> . 7 V* 

id_* J. L 3- 


Ci-ee:.-'. colored v/ith black vi'cyl top, ha-d been broken into. kr.'. 
STkAL'dlv ad'/ioad nothin" veac nioisiv';" fro;-'! tiro car and no ciro v.';::.; 
located c.r soon in tho area. Mi*.s. STRAIGS advisod ■ ho?.’ 'insbeed 


1 ,^ .,c ^ n 

L a.i 


lOll 


m 


from tho CARMICHAEL residence on the n'orniu" of -4/"b/di 


en r-oiito Doti'oit, Mich iy an,. 


of 


T. > ^ 

O i ^ ^ ^ 


7 V 

-a-X •■ 


* ■ iirs, STP.AD3R acIvisocT/ that ' in a short period 
STilADER returned to the CAAtlXCIIASL residence. Upon his rctvi 


». V 
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C.> 1 . S ;>tl'C 0 C‘ — 0 ^ C? 'i ' '~;17 7 >.rj T^r' 5 %‘Oi *^1 p *’■ -s 

spoi:Do::! 0 i: 2 r of hio C”r. A'}’??’ 7 .p-^irA rM.-J- •>T-,f.^ ?. -^ '•-'■- 

h'i 3 - 1 'ivrv.-> 7 :v •, -^:;...=.-v 


substance, ''if you r^o to .the 

1 ! r ^ t r ■ — . ^ ' ' 


t T,. 

; \J ^ 

a 

pc 

1 V;'^,'* y"t 

9 


'—~~f Cl iff »C.i 



the 

Pi' 

I -J^V^ 


i 5 A 

v*.r^A 

i" 1 1 



%> Vi 

* , .1. 

!h V fl 

O ‘U 

j 5 **\ ■ 


: r. 


Tf t V r] -1- 

ed 

: ■> 
Jk.f ‘ 


■» » , ^ r. -I. Irfii ivAl'-i ' 7 j • »1» 

ppocDsaea en route i^Dtroit, IIfc}:ij::pn. and p-rto-r> ^ s'-,r.-t r-T>UrV ., 
naa. e-voeGOj ho tej.epuonically centnoted her, stavi^a- .. 
tile Hoaxday Inn, -Blocnin^toUp Illinois. . r;'"OA?-;aCO^O-U O'" ; ■ 

Xiiu.oj.'...su ner -cuas upon reacblnp tho- Tenv--- .--ot 

CAni:TC‘T-r.AnT, ^..-.r,-.-: ^.....■< -r-.^i.c -a.-: B;:v 1 o.-. tae 


; ■ tan 

in colory no 

-h .n w Cl- .'. c o 'll * « 

J) T O y"* . ■■) ^ •*" 4 

a Ion 

;'; the road. 

T.U>c: rvvu ^ 

V < ’“ T^ C’ "f * i"’ ‘^■* 

...-V . ,j e w# 0 <;.‘, i.» 

M . ■ 

xclj.ouexi n:i!;i 

’i.ri i Jt C'v i w 

Bloocilng 

i ; into 

the , Holiday. 

luu c-hen 

7 v .-X .7 4 .,■» 

• ' .' -' ! f i ■ 

«■». -..» •.l».. V*. ^ 

i then 

told her he 

VAft ?r* -Av <"•^ .-, ^ 

p r. v.. w w 

oding on 


'oitp 

• iuXChl 

: '} 'i ri^ 

ri T'a ^ r.\ 



'.n U 

had no 

rr- »;*r 

in rur 


. • , , Ju’s. STH.:lI>n;ll advised •thani on tl^e c-” A/yn/p.c^ 

*1 . . t/O a liCj. o OlIl Tin'* o r>^ io 4 ^ 

j.o^n.ti.Oii c;o he s cased u.-r -* * - 

p ^ r c i.: o . oa i 9 r 0 1 a. s 9 d il 0 :r Ii u s b on ri t o 1 1 t ]■> ^ ^ ^ - *- -,-^^ri ^4- ” .' ' 

*stoo ^ j-e 3 i^ui-UAioa v-X .a ress 

o az wU ciJL oOi. JL G n V" TnS “ 7 o'‘-v--vT 4 ^ • ' '-irr i. . 

nv.-’ j (jpon ioavm.p his eai- 

O Vi Che cl:.a-ect;*.oa-oi the Ksr-s r'^-sA-.-o-'- ^ %C’V 

4 .- hy b;,o v'eui ciriv^ing veuv slc-vr ot-t--- - 

txn ^0 7*4 .''o'.'* ~ -n - .s v^ O' ^ .. 7 , jr,.^ a-u cilj -3 

1 ,- T ~'^ ""■'* taj.o c;.u ‘^.oriooiXo i'rm- 0 Q.:p ju^-i , 

. A-t. si.ot jUisu .’tj.Gssd his ear and he s-re A'OTi’U v,-5+ 
ground y-hero ho laid as he o'ilCn: V^U 

tax’! car dT3onr^r.-,»-.i oOi %" • « heon hxt. S^x-iLBii stated that the 

^d he nas not seen it since. 

tlue to action Avas ' ' 

planriins to hill D.t lViP?IN ibrUnnU-b ^lO'UU 

husband told hG-*’ that oU of It'Ct -rs. .^-ThivDhP. stated her 

he reco.-ni-.-d'-b-bbJ-'bC b P rostrcom v/as PAy, tdion 

furthorbnPrn;dbipU;et Shejtnted he 

ha sa-?/ in the restroon ' ■ mv,Z ‘C^.p »U5 V'^'"':' recvpnaso i.ae ocner inon 
Gulf 'hrue^-' S-^-'n r~r* aavaseo she recalls bein^ s-t tli^ 

S/^SA-S.- Si>e st.tofupon”-^- 

Of hoar in- of the piartrh?ittt>.t^"Uf- ^J^iVot mention to her anythi 
o L«e pxc.n tO: hill .Ux.u. xShe stated she doss recall her 
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husoanci re:via:i:‘I^ccl ^ If back to ?.l3:n'0h:is ^ ^ 

krs/' STkcDkk cch^isad her husbacid did ^ay. bo" \vant^-^c in - ^- ' 

QIC CC*w* j j i.k i./ P V/ilCijl £ 13 * iC£i 3 V/ lJUt cl ■ ' • "r;*- ? 


ii O CiV-'^ X 'oi” ct !• vJ ic? o t.j/. '^it ^ 


v;ouid raaka an apponn'inant to nest STRnBSB 


told h5 
ho MC.S 
her hu;i 


STiL'tOSH advised o:c so:;’.3 of her husband’s activit 
v/hich are not concerning; the rrarder of Dr. KIHG. She advised 
she does not knov; all of her hni3ba,nd*s business and that sac i 
he has not told her all he Iniows. 


^th’s. SlDiidfR adv’lsed her husband is acquainted y/itii hAVi'O.’-P 


^ ^ ^ V-* > W X 4 w W 4 »V •-rW ^ ^ ^ w - 

in vhe oaton Rouge and Danhara Springs, -Louisiana, as’ea. S]:c oLr.r.- ' 
he %7r.3, zn the sunnar of 19S7, cpnnacted, p'ith the E.C. Donnell 
Constructioji Cor.pany of Baiih.ar;! Sibrings, La., v/hicli v/as doinq conntr.a.- 
vork for the telephcne ccEipany. She related E. C. rOh.'iELL lives in . 
Dallas, Teras. She related DOirrsLL had In equipment rental bnsincs;.; 
and^vkilo SfP.iipDR and DCinbSLL v-rr.e atter.ptinp’ to; rent the err: i vaunt 

Liioy iv G V 0 1 1 '’ y i n g t o q,* d. i n f i n. c i iC O''"* x* t i 03 . n 1 p n, i* k i n bo i x i> 1 .* t 


they v/sre trvin; 

^ ^ M % 


ijis ranp. v/nicn could '/re used as a norse rnciivq pax... /. 
also obtained sanction of the sheriff, (FluJ) . IREIN and SAd EGShO, both 
or olidell, La; however,' tttiiing-s got out of hand” and an artio.lo 
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appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of Lousiana 
placed a stop to the entire operation. 

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic 
contact v/ith her daily but declines to furnish information, 
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid. 

Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her htisband if he has any 
• information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact 
any’FBI Field Office who will then arrange fpi* an interview 
with him. 

f 

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised 
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that, 
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while 
j co®ring a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned 

^ him from someplace aroiind Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him 

he was en route to the home of his v/ife's parents in Lexington, 

I Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him, 

' STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in 

Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the Rilling of MRTIN LUTHER KING, 

I Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved 

in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they 
I had taken his license number. STRADER believed there 

had been at least one shot fired at him since that time. 

STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning 
KING’S murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should 
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of 
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet 
him at his convenience in their territory. According to Mr. 

STERN, BISHOP stated that\STRADER is afraid to approach any 
• office and may desire to havfe comeone meet him at a location 

other than an office. 

I . ■ . . \ ' 

The files of the Springfield Office contain the 
I following references to ROBERT STRADER , however , it cannot be 

. determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT 
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois. 

On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6’1" -2", 175 lbs., 
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in 
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards- 
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of 
the Hamel State Bank, Bufiie 91-20560, SI file 91-2642. 
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Mrs . ■ was contacted at her home on 4/29/63. 

# 

She advised that her ex-son-in-law, CSCIL RAY, forivierly 
oi Vandalia, .Illinois, has been to her residence on api^roxiiaately 
two occasioias with,i.ri the. last five years, adconroariied by an 
individual v.d\o rcscnnbled JAMES EARL' RAY. It is" her belief that 
CfCiL RAY referred _ to this person as JJiESRAY. Mrs. FREMCH 
wa5j unaole to furvii.sn any ixiore specific inf orinat ion as to the 
times or V7lien the visits v.^oi'c made. 

Sne stcii.cd tnat C'-.o.LL RAY was separated fro!'"! her steo- 
danghter, JUpITH _ EARLIME RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street, 
Highland, Illinois. They have been separated about four years. 
CwGIL R.AY is believed to be employed in JOLIET, ILL., as a truck 
driver for an unidentified Gas and Oil Corpnany and ivas last seen 
by Mrs. FREhCJ in 1966. CECIL RAY ' s parents arc deceased but 'he 
IS believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Ill.inois, 
'^nrp.e uii;v.no'wn. ^ CaCi.lj RA.Y wa-s CR'plo^’ed- as a bartender at one time 
uniilent L;tied. bar on the main str-eet in Vandalia. MRS. 

FREMGH had no photograph and could furnish no descrintinn of 
CECIL RAY. ' 


backl^round ,_con^ MRS. FRENCH, ' her hu.sband 

V’o'-' ' be?i,t to death vin Effingham, Illinois, in early 
too/ and the case has not been -splved. •• .Mrs .FR.EHCH reside.s alone, 
witn her dog and accordin'-^- to SheriFf A. n. piTTER ( I 


, , / Shedid rcfei’ to the death of heT' 

nusoan- on severiil occasions and mentioned that she knev; 'hov/ 

'» f T-v— ■n . 


Fol 
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c» *.* 


p r-j ♦?" n v <-^*- ^1 V rv v* ■ f': ’■■"•'tVi''* •* 7* r> '''f'-A "I 'ft- 7 1 vv 

t->,.x'-' ►--? ^ •-^'*■.■*^-‘.£ .■.■ 1 ;, A .f. ^-Z O'l-'v .:. ♦ 3 ^ O y 

'r;:y;/:\ V' " **4 "1 ^ **i ;'l •— "*4 ‘J ?'' f” --^T" ..'Nt:---,-^ r-, T.'^. -- 

.‘.A v-» C«^Xx <4 I . 1 . •..■ t;.> ^ i . ^*. 1 .:; Ci ^^.r. -^Z' iV » 1 i ;' Z. X ^Z/ ij ^ ^4 V^ 

A T ^ - VV'.'^iV'”^ p, T' '■'? '^Vi .<'■> v;.' V'ZZj c; •* r> .r; ■’’I •4- '"j o ‘•‘' '/vr'i'.-i;- .*- “J 

Lr ^r,..^ y y j VI V-VV ‘-'>'^ 7 /*' ^ 4 - V- O .L J 

^ c? -r o V r:^ r't v^^''^^r «.-»'* r'lr^ C^-^^^vr *1 A ., 

^ .'? • ,. » .* r , . . - . 


hi-^band broiTj^ht nuinsrons friOi^z 


hoHO v;Atb hia to dri-u: 

In tho apartaont or play 'oards and b© j^sror idantified 
any. of these parsozio nd.th- bin. She state d that she never 
i,i:^iv.ix-od a-s to tloetr • idont.tty and v’onld not be fa-ailtar ■ 

«*•>• -‘- 1 ^ .^r*. 1 ... -V -.-■i A vr 


x/ith the na.;ie JAIies' EARL HAY 


' X. <« a « t- ... \ ; j. .1 V •, V j 2 

pl'Pt] *5 v> 


She stated that she As axmioxis to learn the 


.'rill 

-P! '' 1 Vh O *r ' p V I't* 


t # 

has 1 

o.car.ion. 

^ ♦ 


5 ariG 




y iJi 


P-Oosoiit \7iisreabonts , xt \?;IJ.1 be a ns-ribs-r on h'^s -rp-.rri'fy f-ii 
Vau^silXa, 

It Is her belief that his relat:b/ 9 s there izav 
be protecting his present acldres.©. 


to kne-v/ 
Street, 

husband 

1 # 

"i <.■» A ' '■ •: ' 


icrjt 1 :u:o'3a 


Illinois , an 


Vandalia, Illinois. -„ She .state.! that- a brother of 
j L.iHRY RAY, also resides in Vandalia, Illineis, bz 

Ztli VJ').lzirOt/U ^ ^ I ■•• * _ *' '* 

, brother , STANLEY RAY resides in Vira, 
3, and botii parents of her husband are deceased. 


stateePthat .IE02IARD B'Ol'IE is a close 
irxend or her' lu:sband and nay possibly kno^y his present ■ v/here- 

fLOOTW.P? .* r:* A- *r> 4* /r\ r1 -•'i. ‘ _ ^ _, 


, " ^ > - w » ^ V... .. . i VI y p wO o U y U \/ li :tj ]JX 'o’ .'i. o' i 1 L \n:^ J. 

aooucs. SciQ stated tliat he is the- omsr ef lietsgers Ta.vem, 

\..'.naal 2 .a, Ill.\nois, and the eo:act addres.s is unhnovni to 

her. 


'T 'i'? 
i.r-.a 

is a 

cl 

is 

pre.se 

nt 

ot 


X C^ # 

un 

T ' v-v 

X>.S..4 a7il 

to 
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1 


ROBIi 


The following' investigation was conducted by SA 
EKT C. KAIRES: 


At Edw ar d s v i 1 !L e , Illinois 

States Attorney LEON D. .SCROGGINS, Madison County 
Court House, reviewed files maiiitevLned in his office and 
stated tliat a warrant for neglect and refusal v/ns issued 
for CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison 
County Court at Edwardsville . He stated that the infor- 
mation olLcained a.t tlie time the coniplaint a.nd warrant wore 
issued disclosed tha.t CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet, 
Illinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant 
^yere forwarded to authorities at Joliet. 

He indica,ted tliat he had no linowl.edge of the current 
wn ei ea,bout s of CEClo RAY and that nothing in file itidicated 
anything except that he was in Joliet. 
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On 5~13-’-68/ Sheriff LEOMARD KELLY, Fayette County,, ' 
Vandalla, advised there' arc several raatabers of the RAY faraily 
in the vicinity and he was Geriously doubtful of rmy connect- 
ion with the Bucpact in this case. According to investiga.tion 
conducted to locate CECIL RAY, ' aJJ. vnerabers of the family arc 
not too smart and prone to using alcohol to excess 

In this respect 5 LARRY PuIY, a City 'of Vandalia 
employee . 5 was jailed over the weekend of 5/11-12/63 for 
threatening his v/ife, but re^-eased on $25o00 bond,. 

MARIOd KimiPATRIGK, an employee -of the US PC), advised 
CECIL R.-iY lived in the 'same naiehborhood , but has not bc'.en in 
Vandalia for at least two years, unless very briefly. Mo re.-- 
inoval could be located at USPO, and no rn-ail "reedYved during 
recent pvcst. Tax and voter’s records also negative. 


GILBERT RAY, City of Vand alia.; employee in^the.str 
and garbage v/ork, acK'-ised 5-14-68, he is an uncle of CECJIL 
and, to b.is knowledge , -he has not heaz'd of JA.- IES EACL RAY, 
possibly CECIL could have *lai own him, since at one time, he ^ 
at Edwardsville and Alton.!.’ There’ is a brother STANLEY RA'f 
GILTuERT believes is in Vira, 111., vrbere he works at Crane. 
Packing GO. There is a half brother, RICHARD RISLEY, v;ho 
lives in Joliet, address -unknown. GILBERT R-AY advised he 
had not seen, or heard froio CECIL RAY in several raonths and 

at a 
b’rand 


net 
RAY 
bu t 
a.s 
V7h o 


the last he knew he v;as in Peox'ia^ 
Shite (phoenetic) Sex'vicc Station, 
of independent stations, 


1 1-1 in o i s , v; o rk i. n g 
p-rcbably the Site 


■ LEONARD ^BOWLES fomer associate of CECIL RAY advise.d 
he had heard nothing from him for two or three ^ycars . BOw'LES 
no longei” operates- a tavern but helps hivS son-in-law in the 
tire rccappiiig business, PRS-oXON PRIOR f o’iCRicui-asar c-M 
had no- recent inf orijiation of, CECIL’ s 
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SI 44-561 


During contact v/ith Sheriff laSLLY and Chief 
DALE SLATER, May 14, 19(38, both advised that the entire; family 
of this group "were a little on the stupid side.” 
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FBI JKSN MISS 


FBI LOS AW6 

347 AM URGENT 5/30/68 DPK/VLB 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861i) , MEMPHIS (44=1987) , ATLANTA (44=2386), 

SAN DIEGO (44=387), BIRMINGHAM (44=1740), SPRINGFIELD (44=561),' 
LAS VEGAS, LOUISVILLE, NEW ORLEANS ,( 157= 10653) , JACKSON 
FROM LOS ANGELES (44=1574) (12P) 

' t . • ' 

MURKIN 

r . 

RE JAMES C. HARDIN 

AN AGGRESSIVE, PENETRATING, LENGTHY INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED' 

THIS DATE' WITH ALLAN 0. THOMPSON, MANAGER, ST. FRANCIS HOTEL. 
THOMPSON ADVISED HE KNOWS THE INDIVIDUAL, WHOM HE PREVIOUSLY 

1 ■ . N ■ 

REFUSED TO IDENTIFY, BY THE NAME OF "FITZ". HE ADVISED HE WAS 
APPROACHED BY THIS INDIVIDUAL AT THE RABBIT’S FOOT BAR A FEW DAYS 
AGO BUT COULD NOT RECALL SPECIFIC DATE. HE SAID THIS INDIVIDUAL 
SAID, "YOUR MR. THOMPSON, AREN'T YOU?" AND THEN 

PROCEEDED TO ASK IF THOMPSON WAS INTERESTED IN SPLITTING THE 

! 

REWARD MONEY OFFERED IN THE DR. MARTIN KING, JR« MURDER. ' 

THOMPSON SAID HE TOLD THIS INDIVIDUAL HE WAS NOT INTERESTED. DURING 
' THE COURSE OF SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION, THOMPSON SAID "FITZ" . 

. ' I 

TOLD HIM HE HAD OBSERVED JAMES EARL RAY, AKA ERIC GALT, AND 
ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL SITTING TOGETHER, ENGAGED IN CONVERSATION AT 




PAGE TWO 


. LA 44*»1574 ^ ' 

A 

SAID IWAT "FITZ" TOLD HIM RAY CALLED THIS INDIVIDUAL "J. Co” 
THOMPSON SAID THE NAME ”Jo Co" PROMPTED HIS RECOLLECTION OF 

EVENTS AS SET OUT IN LA TEL OF FIVE TWENTY EIGHT SIXTY EIGHT, 

» V * 

THAT IS, RAY BEING CALLED TWICE, POSSIBLE THREE TIMES, BY JAMES 

\ 

Co HARDIN FROM NEW ORLEANS AND ATLANTA. / 

THOMPSON SAID THAT HE HAS SEEN "FITZ” ON AN INFREQUENT 

BASIS VICINITY OF THE HOLLYWOOD AND WESTERN AREA, LOS ANGELES, 
DURING THE PAST SIX MONTHS. HE' ADVISED HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF 

ASSOCIATES OF "FITZ", HIS RESIDENCE, PAST OR PRIOR, HIS AUTOMOBILE 

OR HIS EMPLOYMENT, IF ANY. THOMPSON SAID AT SOME TIME AFTER THE 

FIRST OF THE YEAR, HE BELIEVES HE EXPELLED "FITZ" AND ANOTHER 

CAUCASIAN MALE FROM THE PARKING LOT OF THE ST, FRANCIS WHERE 

THEY WERE SLEEPING IN AN AUTOMOBILE. THOMPSON SAID IT WAS ON • 

THIS OCCASION THAT HE LEARNED OF THIS INDIVIDUALS NAME IN 

THAT THE PERSON, WITH WHOM HE WAS SLEEPING CALLED HIM "FITZ". 

THOMPSON ADVISED HE BELIEVED THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS THE SUBJECT OF 

A WARRANT FOR HIS ARREST BECAUSE WHEN THOMPSON TOLD HIM TO CONTACT 

THE FBI, "FITZ" TOLD HIM THAT HE COULDN’T. HE DESCRIBED "FITZ" 

AS CAUCASIAN MALE, THIRTY SEVEN “ FORTY TWO, FIVE FEET EIGHT 

INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY FIVE POUNDS, BROWN HAIR WORN SHORT' 

AS IN CREW CUT, HABITUALLY WEARS SPORT SHIRT WITH CHEAP SLACKS. 

END PAGE TWO 
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fAGE THREE 
U 44-1574 

THOMPSON SAID WHENEVER AND WHEREVER HE OBSERVES "FITZ", 

HE WILL IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY'^' THE FBI«' 

THOMPSON REITERATED THE INFORMATION AS SET OUT IN LA 

• ^ r 

TELETYPE. HE ADDED ONLY THAT HE BELIEVES THE VOICE OF THE PERSON 

/ 

CALLING ON THE TELEPHONE WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS JAMES C. HARDINp 
AND THE VOICE OF THE PERSON WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS MR. HARDIN 
AT THE ST. FRANCIS HOTEL AFTER THE TELEPHONE CALLS, TO' BE IDENTICAL 
HE’SAID THAT ON ONE OCCASION HE HEARD THE OPERATOR AND A PERSON 
WHOM SHE CALLED "MR. HARDIN" CONVERSE AS TO WHETHER OR NOT 

I » 

HE WOULD LEAVE A MESSAGE FOR GALT. 

THOMPSON VIEWED THE FBI FACIAL IDENTIFICATION CATALOG IN 
flj EFFORT TO OBATIN AN ARTIST’S CONCEPTION OF HARDIN. 

THOMPSON, DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS CAUCASIAN MALE, BORN TWELVE 
TWENTY FIVE THIRTEEN AT ARIZONA , FIVE FOOT ELEVEN INCHES, 

ONE SIXTY POUNDS, BROWN 6REYI NG HAIR,' PARTIALLY BALD, HAZEL EYES, 
USMC NINETEEN FORTY TWO - NI NETEEN, FORTY SIX. 

THOMPSON CLAIMS HE HAS FURNISHED ALL INFORMATION IN THIS 

, ' ■ ' V- ^ 

MATTER CONCERNING BOTH "FITZ" AND JAMES C. HARDIN. HE STATES 

/ 

THAT HE BELIEVES THAT HE COULD IDENTIFY A PHOTOGRAPH OF JAMES 
C. HARDIN. EFFORTS TO LOCATE” " FI TZ" ARE CONTINUING. 

' -y 

END PAGE THREE 

/ 

( 
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PAGE FOUR 

I 

LA 44=1574 

RESULTS OF IDENTIFICATION CATALOG REGARDING JAMES C« HARDIN 

i I ' 

' ARE AS . FOLLOWS, ‘ , 

A. K A FOI^R = TWELVE 

B. KB ONE = ONE ' " 

i 

C. K C ONE “ FIVE .1 

D. K D ONE “TWO . ^ 

' / ‘ * . / 

» . ^ \ 

E. K E THREE » FOURTEEN 

F. K F ONE = ONE ' 

Go K G ONE “ SEVEN . 

H . K H TWO “ ONE 

Jp K J FIVE - THREE - 
k. K K FOUR » SEVEN 
L. ZERO 
Mo ZERO . 

f f » 

No ON ONE “ TEN ' 

GENERAL DESRIPTION IS SEX" MALEj'^AGE THIRTY FIVE- FORTY 
RACE CAUCASIANS, COMPLEXION“ COARSE SKIN 9 DARK, HEIGHT FIVE FT, 

SEVEN INCHES - FIVE FT. EIGHT INCHES, WEIGHT ONE FORTY - ONE FIFTY, 
SLENDER' BUILD, COLOR QF EYES DARK, COLOR OF, HAIR DARK, 

FURNISH RESULT TO LOS ANGELS AND I NTERESTED , OFFICES, 

r . • ' N 

END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 
LA A4».i574 

✓ 

RE MAIL FORWARDING SERVICE (FEBRUARY ONE TO MARCH ONE LAST*) 

" '\ 

LETTER ADDRESSED TO ERIC S. GALT RECEIVED MAY TWENTY EIGHT LASTj 
BY Co MoHEDGPETH AT FOUR ZERO SIX SOUTH SECOND, ALHAMBRA, 

/ j " . w 

% 

CALIFORNIA, OPERATOR OF CONFIDENTIAL MAIL FORWARDING SERVICE CON- 
TRACTED FOR, DURING FEBRUARY, SIXTY EIGHT, BY JAMES EARL RAY, 

/ 

LETTER READ QUOTE SHOW ME FIRST YOU MEAN BUSINESS UNQUOTE. 

LETTER SIGNED TONI, INITIAL C, INITIAL A, RETURN ADDRESS POST 
OFFICE' BOX SIX FOUR THREE, BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA. , (APPARENTLY 
IN RESPONSE. TO GALT AD IN FREE PRESS.) 

• I 

KEN,T ABRAMS INTERVIEWED MAY TWENTY NINE INSTANT, AND ADVISED 
HE RENTED POST OFFICE BOX ON OR ABOUT APRIL ONE LAST FOR FRIEND 
PLANNING TO OPERATE BUSINESS UTILIZING COMPUTER ANALYSIS TO 

t 

' » 

LOCATE COMPATIBLE MARRIAGE PARTNERS. ABRAMS CLAIMS BUSINESS 

NEVER ACTIVATED' AND NO MAIL RECEIVED AT POST OFFICE BOX, 

/ 

OR SENT WITH THAT RETURN ADDRESS. ABRAMS ADVISED HE DOES NOT KNOW 
RAY AND DOES NOT BELIEVE ANYONE CONNECTED WITH THE COMPUTER BUSINESS 
HAS ANY KNOWLEDGE .CONCERNING HIM. COMPUTER BUSINESS ORGANIZED BY 

I . ' . V ' 

BOU A, GLENN AND THREE OF HIS FELLOW EMPLOYEES, ALL EMPLOYED 
AT THE ROGKETDYNE DIVISION OF NORTH AMERICAN AVIATION, CANOGA 
PARK, CALIFORNIA. GLENN AND ASSOCIATES IN COMPUTER BUSINESS 
BEING INTERVIEWED. 

END PAGE FIVE 


1 

i 
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/FOIA(b) (6) 
/FOIA(b)(7) - (C) 

PAGE SIX ' / 

U 44=1574 

RE SPRINGFIELD TEL TO LOS ANGELES, MAY TWENTY NINE, 

CAPTIONED FRANCES Eo RAYo 

ON MAY TWENTY EIGHT L'AST, FEMALE, USING NAME FRANCES E® 

RAY,, ADDRESS SIX ONE FOUR NINE RUGBY, HUNTINGON PARK, CALIFORNIA, 

TELEPHONICALLY' CONTACTED LOS ANGELES FBI AND QUINCY, ILLINOIS, 

PDo CONCERNING WHERABOUTS OF JERRY RAY® 

FRANCES E® RAY WHO CLAIMS SHE IS A SECOND COUSIN TO JAMES 
EARL RAY INTERVIEWED THIS DATE® STATED RELATED TO JAMES EARL 

i ■ . 

RAY BUT DISCLAIMED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF SUBJECT’S WHEREABOUTS OR 

ACTIVITIES OR THAT SHE HAS EVER MET HIM® 

SHE IS A , AND ADVISED 

TELEPHONIC CONTACT MADE WITH FBI, LOS ANGELES, AND POLICE OF 

■ I ' ■ ■ 

QUINCY, ILLINOIS, BECAUSE SHE FELT VERY DEPRESSED FOR SUBJECT RAY® 
FRANCES RAY ADVISED SHE IS DIVORCED AND HAS RESIDED IN LOS 
ANGELES SINCE NINETEEN THIRTY THREE AND IS PRESENTLY RECEIVING 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE FROM LOS ANGELES COUNTY® 

/■ . - 

NORMA JEAN DOUGLAS, SIX THREE ONE NINE RUGBY, HUNTINGTON PARK, 

DAUGHTER OF FRANCES E® RAY, INTERVIEWED THIS DATE, DISCLAIMED ANY 

\ 


KNOWLEDGE OF RAY’S WHEREABOUTS OR ACTIVITIES AND ADVISES FRANCES E® 



END PAGE SIX 


FOIA(b) ( 6) • 
FOIA(b) (7 ) -_(C) 




r 
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PAGE SEVEN 

LA 44=1574 ' 

REs WILLIAM A« MARSHALL (CONSIDER AS ARMED AND DANGEROUS) 

COVINA PD FURNISHED FIVE CARDS BEARING PARTIAL LATENT PRINTS 

^ ' . 

TAKEN FROM SIXTY SEVEN GOLD COLOR BLACK TOP PLYMOUT+1 BEARING 

CALIFORNIA LICENSE U T W ZERO ONE TWO RECOVERED AT COVINA. ALSO 

♦ 

FURNISHED CHECK IN AMOUNT OF FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS SIGNED W. L. DE 

• 1 

LUCAp WHICH WAS GIVEN TO ALLEN A, KRAUSE. ' KRAUSE HAD ACCEPTED 
THIS CHECK TO COMPENSATE HIM FOR COLLISION DAMAGES AFTER ACCIDENT 
IN COVINAp MAY FIFTEEN LAST. PRINTS AND CHECK BEING FORWARDED FOR 

LABORATORY EXAMINATION. ALSO .FURNISHED GULF OIL COMPANY GASOLINE 

\ * 

INVOICE DATES MAY FIFTEEN LAST FOUND IN PLYMOUTH RECOVERED AT 

COVINA REFLECTING PURCHASE AT HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIFORNIA, UNDER 

NAME OF WILLIAM L. DE LUCA, CALIFORNIA LICENSE UT W ONE ZERO 

TWO ALSO FORWARDED FOR EXAMINATION. 

ALLEN KRAUSE DESCRIBED DRIVER OF PLYMOUTH AS WMA, AGE THIRTY 

‘ ■ ' 

FIVE TO FORTY, FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES OR SIX FEET, ONE HUNDRED 

SEVENTY TO SEVENTY FIVE POUNDS, STOCKY BUILD, BLACK STRAIGHT HAIR, 

WELL SHAVEN, BUT EVIDENCE OF HEAVY BEARD AND AT TIME OF ACCIDENT 

WAS ACCOMPANIED BY YOUTH DESCRIBED AS WHITE, AGE FOURTEEN TO 

SIXTEEN YEARS, TALL, BLOND CURLY HAIR, ALLEGEDLY HIS NEPHEW, NO 

- * ' « 

NAME GIVEN. "DE LUCA" CLAIMED ON WAY TO LAS VEGAS. KRAUSE REPORTED 

ACCIDENT AND FACT THAT CHECK WAS FRAUDULENT AFTER CHECK RETURNED 

• . ‘ 

TO HIM BY BANK. 

END PAGE SEVEN 
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PAGE EIGHT . , ' 

r 

U 44=1574 

MARSHALL WHEN OBTAINING CAR AT CHULA VISTA WAS DESCRIBED 

.1 

AS WMA, AGE FORTY TO FORTY FIVEp FIVE FEET NINE INCHES, ONE 
HUNDRED SIXTY FIVE TO EIGHTY POUNDS, DARK HAIR, FAIR TO MEDIUM 
COMP.LEXION, 

ACCORDING TO COVINA PD, CHULA VISTA PD SUSPECTS THAT 
WILLIAM H. MARSHALL IS RESPONSIBLE FOR FIVE ARMED ROBBERIES 
OF REAL ESTATE AGENTS IN CHULA VISTA AREA, PERSON OF MARSHALL’S 
DESCRIPTION HAD CONTACTED REAL ESTATE AGENTS ABOUT HOME PURCHASE 
AS PRETEXT BEFORE ROBBING THEM, ALSO FOUND IN CAR WAS KEY OF 
S, S. WHEELER APTS, BALBOA, CALIFORNIA WITH NUMBER FOUR ON IT, 

ON MAY TWENTY NINE LAST, DARLENE E, DE LUCA, MRS, 

WILLIAM LAWRENCE DE. LUCA, EIGHT FOUR TWO TWO ALVARDO DRIVE, 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIFORNIA , ADVISED THAT AT TWO PM ON ' 

MAY FIFTEEN LAST, A MAN SHE DESCRIBED AS WHM, EARLY THIRTIES, 
FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, BLACK 
HAIR, DRIVING- A GOLD AND BLACK GAR CAME TO HER HOME IN 
RESPONSE TO A SIGN IN FRONT INDICATING IT , WAS FOR SALE BY . 
OWNER, THE MAN INDICATED HE WAS I NTERESTED I N BUYING THE 
HOME AND MRS. DE LUCA LEFT HIM IN HER LIVING ROOM AND WENT 

I 

TO MAKE TELEPHONE CALL TO ARRANGE FOR A LATER APPOINTMENT. 

END PAGE EIGHT ' 
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PAGE NINE ^ 

' / 

\ 

TO HANDLE DETAILS OF SALE. WAS GONE FOR APPROXIMATELY 

• I . 

TEN MINUTES AND WHEN RETURNED MAN INDICATED HE WOULD OBTAIN 

^ ... 

FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS IN CASH AND RETURN FOLLOWING DAY TO 
HANDLE DETAILS. AFTER MAN LEFT, MRS. DE LUCA DISCOVERED 
HER CHECK BOOK AND NUMEROUS CREDIT AND IDENTIFICATION 

\ 

CARDS AND HER DRIVERS LICENSE HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM HER PURSE 
WHICH HAD BEEN IN THE LIVING ROOM. 

MRS. DE LUCA REPORTED THEFT TO HUNTINGTON BEACH PD. 

MRS, DE LUCA CONTACTED BY DETECTIVE WOODRUM, VICTORVILLE, 
CALIFORNIA, PD, ON MAY TWENTY LAST, INDICATING A MAN ATTEMPTED 
TO PASS A CHECK FOR TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS AT SECURITY FIRST 

V • V 

/NATIONAL BANK, VICTORVILLE, AND WHILE TELLER VERIFYING 
ACCOUNT MAN LEFT THE BANK. DETECTIVE WOODRUM HAS CHECK ^ 

DRAWN ON ACCOUNT OF W. L. DE LUCA AT SECURITY FIRST NATIONAL 

r 

BANK, LAKEWOOD PLAZA BRANCH, LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA. , 

ON MAY TWENTY NINE, MRS. DE LUCA RECEIVED LETTER FROM 
PERRY'S COUNTRY STORE AND RESTAURANT, P. 0. BOX FORTY FIVE 

I 

BONSALL (SAN DIEGO COUNTY), CALIFORNIA, WHICH LETTER 
ENCLOSED ALL HER SUPERMARKET IDENTIFICATION CARDS AND 
PERSONAL PHOTOGRAPHS, WHICH HAD BEEN AMONG ITEMS STOLEN. 

END PAGE NINE . ' " ' 
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LA 44-1574 

PAGE TEW / ' 

SHE STATED SHE CALLED MRe PERRY THIS DATE WHO ADVISED 

, HER THE IDENTIFICATION CARD AND PHOTOGRAPHS WERE LEFT 

, ^ 

ON A TABLE IN HIS RESTAURANT BY A LONE WOMAN CUSTOMERo 

MRS* DE LUCA ADVISED HER MONTGOMERY WARD, ,J. C, PENNEY’S, 

' ' 

ATLANTIC DASH RICHFIELD, SHELL, MOBIL, AND GULF CREDIT 

I 

CARDS STILL MISSING* 

MRS* DE LUCA EXAMINED PHOTO OF JAMES EARL^ RAY AND 
INDICATED PHOTO SOMEWHAT' RESEMBLED MAN WHO STOLE HER IDENTIFICATION 
BUT COULD NOT MAKE ANY IDENTIFICATION* 

INQUIRY AT VICTORVILLE PD ASCERTAINED THAT WOODRUM HAS 

, I ' ‘ 

TAKEN LEAVE UNTIL MONDAY NEXT AND IS UNAVAILABLE* EFFORTS TO 
LOCATE CHECK IN PD RECORDS NEGATIVE* BANK PERSONNEL NOT 
AVAILABLE AT VICTORVILLE UNTIL FRIDAY NEXT* 

WALTER DE PRIEST MAINTENANCE MAN, SS WHEELER APARTMENTS, 

ONE ONE ONE FIVE EAST BALBOA BOULEVARD, BALBOA, CALIFORNIA, 

ADVISED MAY TWENTY NINE LAST THAT A REVIEW OF RECORDS OF ABOVE APART- 

/ 

MENTS REVEAlS THAT ONE J. (A * WARREN ATTEMPTED TO RENT APARTMENT 
FOUR,. WHEELER APARTMENTS APPROXIMATELY FIVE TWENTY LAST AT ABOUT 

I . ' . 

TEN AM TO ELEVEN AM, ACCOMPAINED BY INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFIED' AS 
. HIS NEPHEW. WARREN STAYED ONLY APPROXIMATELY TWO HOURS WITHOUT 
END PAGE TEN 
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PAGE ELEVEN 

J 

PAYING RENT AND THEN DEPARTED MAK.ING EXCUSES HE WAS GOING TO 

BANK TO SECURE FUNDS FOR RENT. HE TOOK KEY TO APARTMENT FOUR 

AND DID NOT RETURN IT. AT TIME OF REGISTRATION WARREN INDICATED RESID 

ENCE OF ONE TWO ONE EAST "G” STREET, CHULA VISTA, CALIFORNIA, AND WAS 

' \ 

DRIVING LATE MODEL PLYMOUTH FURY, BEARING CALIFORNIA LICENSE UTW 
ONE ZERO TWO. DE PRIEST HAS RECOLLECTION VEHICLE WAS TWO 
TONED GOLD IN COLOR. WAR'rEN ADVISED IN CONVERSATION HE 

s. 

WAS EMPLOYED BY INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY AND WAS 

BEING SENT TO AFRICA BY THAT COMPANY. 

' ' ' . ' ^ 

WARREN DESCRIBED AS WMA, FORTY FIVE TO FIFTY, ONE ^ 

HUNDRED SEVENTY' FIVE POUNDS, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES', TO NINE 
INCHES, DARK BROWN GRAYING HAIR, RUDDY COMPLEXION, WORE 
TROUSERS AND SHIRT, HAD NO LUGGAGE IN POSSESSION. 

. INDIVIDUAL ACCOMPANYING WARREN, NAME NOT GIVEN, DESCRIBED 
AS WMA , APPROXIMATELY TWENTY, SIX FEET, ONE HUNDRED SIXTY 
POUNDS, LIGHT COMPLEXION,. WORE SPORT CLOTHES. 

PHOTO OF RAY EXHIBITED TO DE PRIEST AND STATES NOT. 

INDENTICAL WITH WARREN, PHOTO OF RAY ALSO EXHIBITED MRS. LAVERNE 
WHEELER, OWNER ABOVE APARTMENTS, WHO STATED THIS INDIVIDUAL 
NOT RECOGNIZED BY HER AS RESIDING WHEELER APARTMENTS. 

LOS ANiSELES WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS' TO LOCATE INDIVIDUAL 
END PAGE ELEVEN , , 
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U 1574 
, PAGE TWELVE 

WHO STOLE ONE NINE SIX SEVEN PLYMOUTH ANDy WILL SECURE 

. ‘ I 

AND FORWARD CHECK FROM VICTORVILLE TO LABORATORY, 

SAN DIEGO AT BONSALL ASCERTAIN FULL FACTS CONCERNING 

I " . . . . 

RETURN OF MRS, DE LUCA * S IDENTIFICATION MATERIAL FROM PERRY'S 
COUNTRY STORE ALSO NOTE ADDRESS AT CHULA VISTA AS GIVEN'AT 
BALBOA WHEN INDIVIDUAL UTILIZED NAME WARREN, 

I ‘ . 

SPRINGFIELD THROUGH JERRY RAY ASCERTAIN HOW WELL KNOWN A 
Relative FRANCES RAY OF HUNTINGTON PARK, CALIFORNIA MIGHT BE, 

' ALSO NOTE SAME USE OF NAME OF INTERNATIONAL HARVESTOR COMPANY AT 
BALBOA BY THE WM, MARSHALL INDIVIDUAL UTILIZING NAME WARREN 
AS WAS USED FIVE FOURTEEN LAST AT CHULA VISTA IN SAN DIEGO 
TEL FIVE SIXTEEN SIXTYEIGHT, COPY YOUR OFFICE, , 

LAS VEGAS CONTACT SO AND LAS VEGAS PD CONCERNING 

< ■ ' 

WILLIAM A, MARSHALL WITH ALIASES TO DETERMINE IF SIMILAR M,0. 

■ ' ^ - I 

AS DESCRIBED BY CHULA VISTA P D IS BEING NOW. USEp AT LAS VEGAS. 
SAN DIEGO TEL FIVE SIXTEEN SIXTY EIGHT FURNISHED LAS VEGAS. 

COPIES OF THIS TEL FURNISHED OTHER OFFICES IN VIEW OF INFO 

) , 

RE JAMES C. HARDIN. . . 

INVESTIGATION ALL PHASES CONTINUING AT LOS ANGELES, 

i ‘ • 

END ' 

A 

^ ‘ ^ \ ' 

BLH 

FBI' JKSN MISS 
TUP 
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F B I 

Date: 


5I19I6B 


Transmit the following in 

Via TELETYPE 

TO: 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


URGENT 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR (44-38861) 


FROM: JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 


MURKIN 


RE NEW ORLEANS TELETYPE TO BUREAU, MAY TWENTY NINE, 
INSTANT. 

RE JAMES C . HARDIN 

A REVIEW OF FILES OF THE JACIS ON OFFICE REVEAL NAME 
JAMES HARDIN MENTIONED IN REPORT OF SA JOHN T. REYNOLDS, 

AT NEW ORLEANS, DATED OCTOBER TWENTY SIX, SIXTY TWO, CAPTION! 
’’DESEGREGATION OF UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIffi.” A LARGE 
NUMBER OF AUTO LICENSES WERE RECORDED DURING RIOT AT 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI ON OCTOBER ONE, SIXTY TWO. SIXTY 
TWO MISSISSIPPI LICENSE C/TWO NINE DASH TWO THREE EIGHT SIX. 
WAS OBSERVED AND DETERMINED LATER TO BE REGISTERED TO JAMES 
HARDIN, FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, FOR A FIFTY SEVEN CHEVROLET. 
INDICES OF NEW ORLEANS AND MEMPHIS OFFICES NOT KNOWN TO 


REVEAL ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION CONCEFN ING THIS^.JAMES HARDIlj^ 
Jackson 

Memphis (^M) Searched 

prl - NetjK Or leans (157-10673) (AM) 1 - At%t ,9 



ING THIS JAMES HARDI 


HH 5233 







\ : 1 <■ ■' y r* 

Special Agerit in C^harge 
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Sent 









Transmit the following in .! 

Via ' 

PAGE TWO 

AND JACKSON INDICES REVEAL NO OTHER RECORD FOR HIM. 

JACKSON FILES ALSO REVEAL ONE J. HARDIN, THREE ONE 
ONE, ZERO OLD CANTON ROAD, JACKSON, MISS., INTERVIEWED 
DURING NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION, NOVEMBER TWENTY TWO, 

SIXTY SEVEN, SUBSEQUENT TO BOMBING OF RESIDENCE OF 
RABBI PERRY E. NUSSBAUM, THREE FOUR ONE ZERO OLD CANTON ROAD, 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. INQUIRY ON MAY TWENTY NINE, SIXTY 
EIGHT, REVEALS ABOVE INDIVIDUAL'S NAME IS JABUS L. HARDIN, 
WHO HAS OPERATED A BEAUTY SHOP AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS FOR THE' 
PAST TEN YEARS AND HAS NOT BEEN IN CALIFORNIA DURING THE 
PAST FIVE YEARS. 

^ CURRENT CITY AND TELEPHONE. DIRECTORIES, JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI, DO NOT REVEAL ANYONE NAMED JAMES HARDIN, 

JAMES C, HARDIN OR J. C. H^DIN. NO FURTHER EFFORT BEING 
MADE TO LOCATE HRDIN IN THE ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC LEAD. 

AIRMAIL COPIES FURNISHED MEMPHIS, NEW. ORIFANSj AND 
ATLANTA . END . ' 

Approved; Sent M • Per 

Special Agent in Charge 
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?FBI JKSN MISS 

\ 

> ■ ■ . 

FBI NEW ORLS 

200PM 5»29-68 URGENT LWH 
TO DIRECTOR (MAIL), JACKSON AND LOUISVILLE 
FROM NEW ORLEANS L57» 10673 
MURKIN 

RE LOS ANGELES TELETYPE DIRECTOR MAY TWENTYEIGHT, 

SIXTYEIGHT, AND NEW ORLEANS TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR MAY TWENTYNINE, 
SIXTYEIGHT, H 

RE JAMESjC^ARDIN» ' 

FOR IN^MATIG N JACKSON AND LOUISVILLE, WHO HAVE NOT 
previously/received COPIES OF RE TELETYPES, THE FOLLOWING 
BACKGROUND SET FORTH: 

REFERENCED LOS ANGELES TELETYPE ADVISED ACCORDING TO 
ALLAN G» THOMPSON, MANAGER, ST. FRANCIS HOTEL, LOS ANGELES, 

HE HAD CONVERSATION WITH CAUCASIAN MALE, WHOM HE REFUSES 


TO ipENTIFY, WHICH PROMPTED HIS RECOLLECTION OF CERTAIN EVENTS 


AS CONCERNS JAMES EARL RAY NOT EARLIER RECALLED. THOMPSON 




" t . 9 

NO 157=10673 

# ■ ^ / 

PAGE TWO 

SAID THIS UNNiftMED INDIVIDUAL INQUIRED ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN JAMES EARL RAY,, AKA ERIC STARVO GALT, AND A CAUCASIAN 

MALE BY THE NAME OF JAMES HARDIN, THOMPSON SAID THIS UNNAMED 

1 . : 

INDIVIDUAL APPROACHED HIM IN EFFORT TO QUOTE GET A PIECE OF 
THE ACTION UNQUOTE CONCERNING THE REWARD. MONEY, THOMPSON SAID 
THAT AS RESULT THIS CONVERSATION, HE NOW RECALLS DURING PERIOD 
MARCH ONE LAST TO MARCH SEVENTEEN LAST HE RECEIVED CALL FOR 
ERIC GAULT WHILE OPERATING HOTEL SWITCHBOARD, THOMPSON SAID 
WHEN HE ADVISED THE CALLER ERIC GALT HAD NO TELEPHONE IN HIS 
ROOM, THE MAN REQUESTED HIM TO LEAVE MESSAGE FOR ERIC GALT 
TO CALL JAMES C, HARDIN COLLECT. THIS CALLER PROVIDED THE CITY 
AND OPERATOR NUMBER, AS WELL AS NAME JAMES C, HARDIN, THOMPSON 
SAID HE relayed THIS INFORMATION TO GALT, THOMPSON ADVISED 
HE WAS QUITE SURE AS TO SPELLING OF NAME. 

THOMPSON ADVISED THAT SUBSEQUENT TO INITIAL TELEPHONE GALL 
THERE WAS ONE OTHER , POSSIBLY TWO, CALLS BY THIS SAME INDIVIDUAL, 
HE ADVISED THIS CALLS CAME FROM BOTH ATLANTA AND NEW ORLEANS. 
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PAGE THREE 

\ . 

HE SAID SUBSEQUENT TO THESE TELEPHONE CALLS A PERSON WHO 
IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS JAMES C, HARDIN CAME TO ST, FRANCIS HOTEL 
SOMETIME DURING PERIOD OF MARCH ONE TO SEVENTEEN, SIXTYEI6HT, 

I 

HE ADVISED THIS INDIVIDUAL DID NOT RESIDE AT ST, FRANCIS HOTEL. 
THOMPSON DESCRIBED THIS INDIVIDUAL AS MALE CAUCASIAN, THIRTY 
FIVE TO FORTY, FIVE SEVEN TO FIVE EIGHT IN HEIGHT, ONE FORTY 
TO ON|: FIFTY POUNDS, DARK HAIR COMBED BACK, NEAT, EYES 
POSSIBLY DARK, SLENDER BUILD, DARK COMPLEXION, SLIGHTLY ACNE 

I ' ' ' ■ ' " 

' SCARRED, SPOKE WITH SLIGHT SOUTHERN ACCENT, 

THOMPSON SAID THE I NDIVIDUAL WHO BROUGHT HARDIN TO HIS 
ATTENTION DOES NOT WISH TO IDENTIFY HIMSELF, HE^SAID HE 
BELIEVES THI Sr DNDIVIDUAL IS SUBJECT OF OUTSTANDING WARRANT FOR 
SOME UNKNOWN OFFENSE. THOMPSON WAS ADVISED OF IMPORTANCE OF 
THIS MATTER AND, FURTHER, THAT HE COULD POSSIBLY BE SUBPOENAED 
TO PROVIDE ABOVE INFORMATION, 'THOMPSON SAID HE MADE PROMISE 
TO THIS INDIVIDUAL WHICH HE FULLY INTENDS TO KEEP, HE STATED 
IT WOULD take: COURT ACTION TO INDUCT HIM TO IDENTIFY THIS 
INDIVIDUAL, 


/ 
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PAGE FOUR 

\ 

I \ 

THOMPSON SAID THE INDIVIDUAL WHOM HE REFUSED TO IDENTIFY 
SAID HE SAT. NEXT TO JAMES EARL RAY, AKA ERIC STARVO GALT, 

AND HARDIN. THOMPSON SAID THIS INDIVIDUAL MAINTAINED HE 

• ’ \ 

OVERHEARD GALT CALL THE OTHER "J.C.” 

NEW ORLEANS INDICES CONTAINED NO RECORD OF ANYONE BY 


THE NAME OF JAMES C. HARDIN. 


INDICES REVEALED REFERENCE FOR ONE JAMES HARDIN, NOT 

\ 

FURTHER IDENTIFIED, NO FILE ONE FIVE SEVEN ° TWO W ONE, 
BUjlLE ONE FIVE SEVEN ° FOUR ZERO ONE, JACKSON FILE ONE 
Ff^E~5^EN - T^^So. THIS CASE CAPTIO NED DESSEGR EATION OF. 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI? RM, OOJ^ AFO, CONSPIRACY. THIS 
REFERENCE COULD NOT BE REVIEWED AS ENTIRE FILE SENT JACKSON 
IN AUGUST, siXTYFOUR, AT T IME JAC KSON pFFICE OPENED. 

NEW ORLEANS INDICES ALSO CONTAIN REFERENCE ON ONE J« C. 


HARDI N, NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED, IN , THE CASE INVOLVING THE 


• \ s . 

SOUTHERN CONFERNECE EDUCATrONAL FUND; IS - C, BUFILE 
ONE ZERO ZERO = ONE ZERO THREE FIVE FIVE, NEW ORLEANS FILE 



rt 

PAGE FIVE 



ONE ZERO ZERO “ SEVEN FIVE NINE. THIS NAME APPEARED ON EIGHT 
TWENTY FIVE FOOT ROOLS OF PHOTO RECORD FILM CONTAINING 
PHOTOGRAPPHS OF CARDS BEARING NAMES OF PERSONS ON FINANCIAL 
RECORDS, MAILING LISTS OF SCEF, AS WELL AS LISTS OF SUBSCRIBERS 
TO SOUTHERN PATRIOT. THIS FILM NOT AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW, BUT 
SENT LOUISVILLE ON AUGUST EIGHT, SIXTYSIX^ WHEN LGUISVILLE^ 

MADE ORIGIN IN INVESTIGATION OF SCEF. 

JACKSON SHOULD REVIEW INDICES FOR ANY INFORMATION , 
IDENTIFIABLE WITH JAMES C. HARDIN, JAMES HARDIN OR J. C. ' « 

HARDIN. IN PARTICULAR, REVIEW reference, CONTAINED IN YOUR 
FIVE ONE FIVE SEVEN TWO ZERO, RE JAMES HARDIN . FOR PGSSIBIIe • 
ASSISTANCE, THE NEW ORLEANS REFERENCE FOR JAMES HARDIN IS. 

ONE FIVE SEVEN » TWO TWO ONE » TWO ZERO THREE SIX, PAGE 
EIGHTYFOUR. ^ ^ 3 ^ " 

LOUISVILLE SHOULD REVIEW INDICES FOR ANY INFORMATION 
IDENTIFIABLE WITH JAMES C. HARDIN, J. C. HARDIN AND JAMES 
HARDIN AND, IN PARTICULAR, REVIEW THE REFERENCE ON J. C. HARDIN 
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PAGE SIX 


MENTIONED ABOUVE, WHICH IS CONTAINED IN THE SCEF FILE, FOR 
POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE OF» LGUisVILLE, THE NEW ORLEANS REFERENCE 
IS ONE ZERO ZERO - SEVEN FIVE NINE = ONE B NINE, 

JACKSON AND LOUISVILLE SHOULD ADVISE BUREAU AND APPROPRIATE 
OFFICES OF RESULTS OF THIS INVESTIGATION, 

^.TLANTA, LOS ANGELES AND MEMPHIS ADVISED AIRMAIL, 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS, 

END 

LD6 

FBI JkSN MISS , / / 

I • ' • 

4 

k \ 

P . 

\ 



/ 




N 





■ / 

I ' ✓ 
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FD-36 (Rev. X2-13-56) 


Transmit the following in 


F B I 


Date: 




(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIREtt’OR. FBI 


SAC, ST 


EBCSENE 

Jiuly, 


of bank ^ 
same with 


REBOAIRTEL, 5=1.6'=68, ©onoernihg allegation toy' JOHN 


to j^e, “inter view late 5“22“6$, (lAWRON revealed location 
Alton, 1 11 «, ,and identity of iinnaoied iibih who robbed 
subject as JIMMIE (LNO) , Stated he was Visited by 
hts of 5“13 and 5“14“68 » 


One jkslES ko CARPENTER, FBI # 230 '243 is known to have 
OAWRON on those dates with another individual. 


1 “ Detroit 

:^l=-“^ Indiana; 
1 


'1 “ Kansas City.. ,Clnl 
1 “ Knoxville (Info) 


VW V cib UA ^ ^ \ 

eapo lis ^^ , ( I nff 6) 
Orleans (Inf©,) 
a,-; (Info) y 
ie Rock (ICnfc 


HRDswinia 


— iS J-9srh 

SEARCHED -M^^NDEXED /J 

SERIAUZEoZ^aED__^ 

igesT 

FB<— JA*;ttouivi 


- 5^9 


Approved: 

HH 5233 Dodd: Charge 


Sent 


M Per 




SLi 


42“775 


SL files disclose BANK OF ALTON, Alton, 111., was robbed 
by two unknown subjects on 7“*13“67 (Bufile 91“27494)(SIfile 91-3699) 
(SLfile 91“3877) o Description of number two man could fit RAY, 
Number description does not fit CARPENTER, who is 5*8'% 

140 #, slender build,.- ■ i v, 


St, Louis City Jail records establish ed CARPENTER was in 
City Jail from 6’=’5“67 to 3«=1«=68, and therefore could not have 
participated in the Alton BR, or met GAWRON during 1967 as alleged. 


In view of foregoing, GAWRON is being considered as being 
of known unreliability, • . s 


Subject should STILL be considered as a possible suspect 
in all unsolved bank and other robberies subsequent to 4”23~67. 


Subject A & D. 


2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU GF IMVESTIGATION 


i n„,. 4/8/68 

BENNIE FLOYD, JR. , 1447 South Theobard Street, 
Greenville, Mississippi, was advised of the, identity of 
the interviewing agents by SA JOHN WILLIAM NEELLEY. i 

. FLOYD advised that he had no objection to having 
his photograph taken in order that it might be shown to 
witnesses in the Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING murder. 




4/6/68 


Greenville, Mississippi 


File#, 


Jackson 157-3974 
157-9586 


SA‘ JOHN WILLIAM NEELLEY 
.SA DOMINICK D I DOMENICO/jWNtbls 


Date o' i eta ted. 


4 / 6/68 


This document contains neither recommerdotions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned . to your agency: 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your- agency. ... 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1962 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR)/01-11.8 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



subject: 


SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 
SA JOHN L. PUDDISTER 
MURKIN 


date: SllhlbS 


The Bureau has furnished the following information 
concerning JAMES EARL RAY: l 


RAY has been known to stay at "flophouses" and 
lower-class rooming houses. He has been known to consort 
with prostitutes and "street bums." 

The Bureau also has suggested that offices covering 
State capitals, if not already done, at driver's license 
bureaus check all driver's license applications for the 
months of April and May, 1968, concerning all male Caucasians 
over thirty years of age and under 55 years of age, in view 
of the fact it is possible subject secured- driver 's license 
using a name other than aliases known. As a result of 
reviewing such applications, appropriate investigation 
should be conducted to determine if any such individual is 
identical with the subject. 

All SA's should bear in mind that in daily contact 
with informants, officers of vice squads, and prostitutes, 
that subject RAY has consorted with characters of this type 
in the past. 


The Jackson Headquarters has furnished a copy of 
Identification Order concerning RAY to the Salvation Army 
mission at Jackson. Each SRA is requested to ascertain if 
Salvation Army or other such charitable mission centers for 
men exists in their territory and, if so, furnish copy of 
10 where appropriate. 




Jackson 
(©- 157-9586) 

(1 - Each Agent) 
JLP:mif 




SEARCHED . 

MAY 1853 ^ 







Hff 52335010-BbocId: 59162492 


S^Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 




• • 


JN 157-9586 


In the Driver's License Bureau, Jackson, Mississippi, 
the computer department has programmed the requested category, 
white males from 30 years of age to 55 years of age» who have 
applied for driver's license during the months of April and 
May. Upon receipt of results of this data, leads will be for- 
warded appropriately to eliminate the applicants as being 
identical with subject RAY. 

SUBJECT IS ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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F B I 


Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 


Date: 5/24/68 


(Type in plaintext or code) . 

DEFERRED / 

(Priority) 


piA(b) (6 
OTAfb) (7 


TO: 


CHICAGO 


FROM: JACKSON 657^586)/ 


MURKIN. 


RE KANSAS CITY TEL TO JACKSON MAY TWENTY TWO LAST. 


RE ATTO] 


PHILLIP BAKER, INDEPENDENCE, MiSSOUR 


GULFPO^, MISSISSIPPI, LOCATED TODAY 4 SHE ADVISED 



JOHN M^RS, RESIDING AT FIVE TWO NINE WEST PALATINE ROAD, 






PALATINE, ILLINOIS. SHE LAST HEARD FROM HIM ON MOTHER'S 


DAY WHEN HE TELEPHONED HER FRCM CHICAGO. 


REQUESTED HER IDENTITY BE CONCEALED AND SHE WANTS NOTHING 


TO DO 


CHICAGO AT PALATINE, ILLINOIS LOCATE AND INTERVIEW 
JOHN MYERS. A/ /to ^ 

AIR MAIL COPY TO KANSAS CITY. /) .Mn \) 


1 - Kansas City (AM) (44-760) 
(^)'‘ Jackson 

<2)ji? , 







Searched-. 
Serial izetJ. 

Indexeci - 



Fcl CHICAGO 


■iFOIA(b) (6) 
;||FOIA{b) (7 ) - (C) 


VEl JKSKi Hiss 

PM TEFERRED 5-24-6& REM 
rO CHICAGO 

FROM JACKSON U57"95b6) 
FUnKIN. 


RE KANSAS CITY TEL TO JACKSON MAY TWENTY TWO LAST. 

I 

RE ATTORNEY PHILLIP BAKER, INDEPENDENCE, MISSO^URI 


GuLfPORT, MI-SSISSIPPl, LOCATED TODAY/SHE ADVISED 


JOHN 'I'.YERS, RESIDING AT FIVE TWO NINE WEST PALATINE R^AD, 
PALATINE, ILLINOIS,; SHE LAST HEARD FROM HIM ON MOTHER’S 


A DAY WHEN HE lELEPHONED HER FROM CHICAGO. 


REC.LiESTED HER IDENTITY BE CONCEALED AND SHE WANTS NOTHING 


TO DO WI TH 


CHICAGO AT' PALATINE^ ILLINOIS LOCATE AND ' I NTERVIEW 
JOHN MYERS. ' ’ 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

t 

AIR MAIL COPY TO KANSAS CITY. 

Ew L 
RUT 

FBI CHICAGO . ' 
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‘ ' 

Indexed 

^iledv. ■ rit> I 








5/22/Sf 


'•..frOIArbJ (61 ■ ■ 

/ fFOIA (f) (7 )' t (C) 
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/X^IAtX;).|5.;)' 


'• i »■ - 




- (.c> . 


, .. I ^ , 


jk: ^ 



I ^ -' T' V V ,■ '•: ■'. . ■; ,t!^- • .v'-' _ ■ ■'■ ' • . . '/*' ; . ■ 


... 









'^#7«'SL|:f ' ^ i’i 



if ilea.- - 





giQ- 


.^,s. m - 










-ft 

, &•': ^.!5^v 



'r*e:GS©2?^lB ■ - »A _; ; .^64 f tksli?.- . .;i 

at' 'iite -pax^A ■' ’' ; ■'■■ . -^v.., '■r,-l-‘'''''. ' ■ 







IAS fSfilS: 







izsi$ tiim 
;x,<aaii#' fi?4s8. ,-' ■' 



off-lji? -.t©- 

,.S:;1|.1‘ 




ail' 


f' ' 

'• ' 


J - *'■• . 


’ 9f f . -la.;- ■?;/$ f ' «/ iil.vlis4 ' -. ; 


- -' •'■fwr- 








■ 41:^ f V. 







m 


'■'i* 


■1.JS ■ 

•ii. 


;.. 


ibis' s 
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s/22/68 


.V* 


& I .M T' S ta 


TO; 



S0 Ii i ttl® 
aipt©! -'to 




to 


is a ; J[©ro3E 
®S Dsatlii 


and 


eopy , of • a 



307 N03?tb 
no 


other i^rtlneht information 




1 



< 157 - 1215 ) <I'pio)A£2^S^£ - 


< 7 ) 
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AcJOQl 

^ 0 b 3 ^ 

DEPARTMENT OT HEALTH. 
tUUCAriON. AND WELFARE 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 


BtfITM No. 

I. PLACE or DEATH 

c. COUHtr _ _ _ . 

DeSoto 

6 . CITY. TOyf.N.Oa LOCATION 

Hernando 




STATE 
PILE NO. 


I AilUD 

'r, CERTl FICATE. OF DEATH ^ 

i/' STATE- OF MISSISSIPPI IV 

. . ‘ -r '.V . . • 

' • ^ . REGISTRAR'S NO^ 

2. VTUAL P t SI D t/lC t ( W'Mi-i If ii/sr4 •J-<ni4tUT^) 

«. state b. COUNTY 

' ' ■ • ' Tenno S helby ^ ■ 

t, lenoth c>f stay in 16 c. City, TOWN. OH lccat»on 


A eiu^^ 

Ob?x; 


d. NAME or (lfno< h\ kcJpUal, fi^e itrui aJdrctt) 

HOSriTAL OR 
mSTJTUTlOM 

P. IS place Or OEATM INSiOe CITY LIMITS! 

ytsD HO D 


3 . NAME OF 
. CECCASEO 
(Typ# Of prliil) 

i 5 £ X 


Mlddl 4 


Johnny ■ Smith 

6. COLOR OR RACE 7. HARRIED Q NEVER MARRIEOt^ ®* BIRTH 

t,ru A ■i- ^ I n iMunorcn H o/lU/ lU 


Memphis 

4, STRCET AOORtSS 

'358? Lamar 

4 . tS RESIDENCE INSIDE CITY LIMITS! 
YESPC NdO 

[4. DATE 

Smith 


/. IS RESIDENCE ON A FAR.M7 

YES □ NO Dc 

McntX Daj Ytaf 

11 /27/66 


I Vrhite widowed □ OIVQRCEO Ol M- I 

[lai. USUAL OCCUPATION (Gh: kind of *c or i dcm£~ JOi. KIND Of BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY I L BIRTHPLACE or fortl^ courUrf) 

during mC 4 t of ^crkinj life, tccix if rflirti) 

I . Salesman $elf employed Alabama ' 

113. FAT HER- S NAME • . i 14. MOTHER S MAIDEN NAME 


1 ir UH 0 £R 1 YEAR { 

A'«^tA4 



12 . cmiEN or NHAr cxxintry? 

! USA 


Josh Smith 


Bridge tt ’ KcNalley 


[15. WAS DECEASED EVER IN U. S. ARMED fORCESI 

I iF«». M. «»• I (// #r rfoMj 


16. SOCIAL SECURITY NO. ( 17. IMFORAIAXT 


Aitiruj 


^ I I ^liss Nellie S:rJ.th_--_S^ 

IS. CAUSE OF DEATH (rn/if cmiy ffiTY /rtf (c).J / J d ^ j . 

CoTtdUhnj, l/anf, DUE TO ( 6 ) tfhJjIr^L • 

wAlcA qore fUf In ; ^ / \ 

PART II. OTHER SlCNIf^.HT COHOlIloi^ TO^ BUT HOT RtJiTrO TO THE TER HI. NAL D5EASE CON DITXIN GIVEN IN PART l(«) 


IKTEHVAL BETWEEN 
OHSET ANO DEATH 




I. WAS AUT0R5Y 
PERF0RME07J 


TEsO WO 


|— 2 O 4 . ACCtOENT SUICIDE HOMICIDE 206. DESCRIBE HOW INJURY OCCURRED. {EntcrncUure 0 / injurf In Peri I or Pvl JI Of Uem IS.) 

!g □ □ □ 

W ^ - 

5 -J 20c. Ti.ME Of Hour Month, Dof, Year 

INJURY a.m, * . . . . • ^ 

5 P* A 

U7 - - - I — , ———— , - — ... — 

2 20<i. IHJURY OCCURRED 20<. PLACE Of INJURY (r. 9 .. In or afuyjd home, 2)/, CITY. TOWN. OR LOCATION COUN-TY 

WHILE AT PI hot WHILE n farm, , tired, office bii^., «ic.) 

WORK AT WORK ^ A 



STATE 


21 . I mttondsd tho decoatod from . 
Dosth oc£<jrrad »t 


to - mnd tart 4 S^ Sim 

m on fA« dato atatod above; and to tha beat of my knoarJodia. from th » cau^at tiatad. 
^ ^ - \7?b ^ TCc. 0*)rE SIG.NEOy 




23<»..BU.'(TAL.CRE«Ar)ON. 236. DATE 23c. NA.M£ Of CEMETERY OR CREMATORY 

I 3^2/17/66 I Calvary 

24. FUNERAL DIRECTOR ADDRESS 2 

Home =» Hehnhis i ^Tehn * 


ADDRESS 


OR CREMATORY 23d. LOCATION (CiTy, Toten. Of ctnin/y; 

• Nashville^ Tehnq 

25. DATE RECD. BY LOCAL REG. T^. REGISTRAR 5 SIGNATURE 


iStaie) 













^ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date. 


4/8/68 


BENNIE FLO;^ JR. , 1447 South Theobard Street, . 

of the identify of 

the interviewing a^nts by SA JOHN WILLIAM NEELLEY and 
of his rights a^'^ppear on a warning and waiver form. 

FLOYD advised tnat he preferred not to sign any statement 
unless he had to but would answer any questions concerning 
his activities. 




FLOYD advised that he joined the United Klans of 
America, Greenville Unit, about two years ago. He became 
tired of the same old stories and lies and quit the organi?:ation 
in the Fall of 1967. He attended a few meetings of the 
Community Defense Force (CDF) or the Original Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi, as it is presently called. 

He stated he filled out certain forms with CDF but is not 
presently a member. He advised that he belongs to the 
Americans for the Preservation of the White Race (APWR) 
but no other organizations. He stated he feels that the 
white race in this country is in danger and agrees with 
the AR-JR literature and plans to support the organization. 

FLOYD declined to furnish any information about the activities 
of the APWR or its leaders. He refused to furnish any 
information about any of the other. Klan groups to which he 
admitted to have been a member. 


FLOYD advised that he does, in fact, own a 1965 
Ford Mustang, two-dobr, white in color, VIN 5F07C756349. 

He advised that he was in Greenville, Mississippi, with his 
family at 1447 South Theobard Street and .'at the family 
farm, located near the Greenville City Dump during the day 
and evening of Thursday, April 4, .1968. He stated he 
expected a visit from the FBI ini regard to the shooting of 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING in Memphis because of his white Mustang 
and his past participation in a Klan organization. He stated 
that he was not involved in Dr. KING'S death in any way. 




On 


,r 


4/5/68 Greenville, Mississippi i (Mgaop;;: 

SA John william neelley .. .! 

SA‘ DOMINICK DI DOMENICO/ JWN:b Is .t- ..y 

^ ■' : '..■■■ ■ Dafe diolafed O 

Hus dccumenf contains neither recommendations ncr conclusions of the ^it i property or the F3i end is Icone^tc 

It ond its contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency. 


by. 
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ncy: 
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JN 157-3974 
- 157-9586 



He started his car has not been loaned to anyone 
and has been parked in his yard for the past week. It was. 
in his yard the day Dr. KING was shot. 

FLOYD stated he does not agree with the violent., 
activities V7hich resulted in Dr. KING's deaths This will 
serve only to. make a martyr of Dr. KING. He stated he knows 
all the local Klahsmen well and does not feel that any would 
participate in such an action. .Th^ critici?;e : the activities 
of civil rights leaders and make harsh statements but are not 
capable of carrying out any threats such as was carried out 
against Dr. KING. FLOYD stated that he is the only Klansmen, 
to his knowledge in this area, who has a white Mustang. He 
stated he knows of no other Klansman having a white Mustang. 

The following description of BENNIE FLOYD, JR. , 
was obtained through interview and observations: ' 

Name : 

Alias: 

Date of Birth: 

Place of Birth: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes : 

Marital Status: 

Occupation: 

Physical Build: 

Complexion: 

Dress: 


BENNIE FLOYD, JR. 

"Sonny Floyd" 

August 27, 1931 
Greenville, Mississippi 
6 feet 2 inches 
180 ^ 

Brown . 

Brown 
Married 
Produce farmer 
Slim ' 

Red, ruddy 

Work clothes, dark brown, 
quilted nylon jacket 


. j 
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64) 





Transmit the following in 


Date: 


May 21, 1968 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via Air tel ^ 

(Priority) 


To; 



All SACS 

LEGATS, Mexico City 
Ottawa 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 


MURK IN 


For your information and investigative 
assistance, subject James Earl Ray has been known to_ 
consort with prostitutes and "street bums." A photograph 
of subject was obtained from a prostitute in Mexico. 

This photograph showing subject wearing sunglasses was 
previously forwarded to your office. 

This should be borne in mind in your daily 
contact with informants, officers of vice squads and 
prostitutes in covering leads in connection with this 
and other cases. 



Sent Via 


M Per 
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F B I 

Date; 5/23/63 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRTEL 


(Priority) 


• EIqI^ tb )4 : 

FOIA(b) (7 ) ' - (C 


TO; 

FROM : 

I-fdRKIN 

CR 


SAC, HOUSTON (44-1509) 

SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (?) 


Re Houston alrtel to Bureau, 5/3/68, concerning 
long distance telephone calls from public telephone on 
Interstate 10, 

Enclosed for each office designated are two copies 
of a report insert conce rning information furnished by 

(Protect), telephone nuraber 372-3537, 


’.•;no 


resides at Fofet^L Hill Road, Jackson, Miss. 




It is noted that HENDERSON states JIMTf (LNU) 
does not resemble photos of subject RAY, howevei., he.alleg 
that this individual along with SYLVIA SNOWDEN and her^ 
sister GLENDA WILKINSON stayed at his residence in Jackson, 
Miss. either they day of or irriniedj,ately after the s raying 
of KING and that they had just arrived in Jackson from 
Memphis, Tennessee. He described JIMt''IY 4.NU) as a v?hit;e male, 
5 '9” to 5 ’10”, 160 to 170 pounds, approximately 24 years of 
age, brown hair, medium build, with eyes close together- 
oddness about the eyes, and a very neat dresser. 


LEADS 


HOUSTON 



/ -iT '9 ' 'S SS' 


2 - Houston (Encs. 2) (RM) 

2 - New Orleans (157-10673) (Encs, ^)'V(RI^)'' 
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Encs, 2) (RM)j^ jj^^ 
Jackson 



^ P/pac 


Approveci; 


Soeciol Agent in Charge 
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AT HOUSTON, TEXAS 

Will locate and interview SYLVIA SNOWDEN, telephone 
453-2874. SNOWDEN should be questioned concerning her arrival 
and departure in Memphis in April, 1968, her daily activities 
while in Memphis, and complete background information 
developed particularly her association and travel with JBLMY 
(LNU). It should be noted that SNOWDEN allegedly resides with 
this individual. 

NEW ORLEANS 

mim— 1 — I — n — ^ ~ ~ ~ 

AT LAROSS. LOUISIANA 

Will attempt to locate GLENDA WILKINSON or GELENDA 
WILKINSON, sister of SYLVIA SNOWDEN. She allegedly vjorks as 
a barmaid in Larose. The same information as set forth in 
Houston lead should be obtained from W'ILKINSON. 

JACKSON 

AT JACKSON. MISSISSIPPI 


Will maintain contact with | 

and attempt to further develop this individual in matters of 
interest to the Bureau. 

ARIiSD AND DANGEROUS 


FOIA(b) (6) 

FOI A-( b ) ( 7 ) - ( C ) 
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SBK/j sk 
1 


, ^,;^OIA(b) (6) 
'//'ih(yuK (b)(7).- ( c ) 



The following investigation was c(Dh(luctei4\hy 
SA STEPHEN B. KING at Forest Hill bMi&slssi^^ Oi^( \ ' 
May 22, 1968: 


Forest Hill Road , ForesO Hill , Mississippi , providpd (the 
following information: 1 1 


advised that hO/chrrOntly Vork|S out of 
Iron Worker s, bocal Number 469 , Jackspn, |iissiosippi . He 
advised he iO currently employed in Vick i Mississippi . 

further advised that he ha: s lived at hisH current 
address for the past 18 years/ 


stated that on or about December 16^ 
telephone call from SYLVIA SNOWDEN , I 


1967 , he receivea a 
white female, who resides in Houston, Texas. 


stated that SNOWDEN 
from a pay phone. 


mentioned the fact that (she was calling 
went bn. to say /that SHOWDEN 

' at 


which time she left for Houston, 
not married to SNOWDEN, 


said hei was 


advised that SNOWDEN told him she was 


pregnant by him. He added that he knows SNOWDEN to 

He further advised that he knows 


be a 
SNOWDEN 


to -be living in Houston with , a JIMMY (Last Name Unknown) 
(LNU) , white male. | [ stated that he knows JIMMY LNU 

to be a pipe welder working out of a local union in/Hbuston, 
Texas. 


. ~| said that he knows JIMMY LNU, SYLVIA 

SNOWDEN, and GLENDA WILKINSON , sister to SYLVIA SNOpDEN , to 
have been in Memphis , , Tennessee , immediately prior to_the____ 
slaying of Reverend Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING. Jr. I 
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JN 157-9586 
SBK/jsk 


advised that he knows both SNOWDEN and WILKINSON to .be\ 
originally from Meridi an, Mississ inbi , and to be prostitutes 
who work as barmaids. j^reht on tb say that 

JIMMY LNU, SYLVIA SNOWDEN,, and GLENDA WILKINSON stayed I - 
at his residence either the day of or immediately after 
the slaying of KING and he knew them to have arrived from 
Memphis, Tennessee. He described, JIMMY LNU as a white 
male, 5 '9" to 5 '10", 160 pounds to 170 pounds, approximately 
24 years of age, brown hair, medium build, with eyes 
close together - oddness about the ^ a very neat 

dresser . 


He added that JIMMY LNU was somewhat quiet and 
seemed to observe a lot. He stated that after staying 
with him for a couple of days; the trio left for Larose , 

T.nni si ana , wh prp. WILKINSON is employed as a barmaid. 

said he thought bbth SNOWDEN and JIMMY LNU went V 
on to Houston. advised that it was his impression 

that JIMMY LNU was originally from Louisiana, but had 
been in Houston for some time. . He further advised that he 
thought JIMMY LNU to be in some sort of trouble and perhaps 
out on bond for "shooting up a place" in Louisiana. 

[advised that he knew SYLVIA SNOWDEN 
could be reached at telephone number 453-2874 in Houston. 

He also said that he knew her to have worked at one time 
at both the ElRanch Lounge on Raymond Road, Jackson, 
Mississippi , and the Capri Lounge , Cooper Road , Jackson, 
Mississippi. 

stated that he had seen pictures of 

JAMES EARL RAY in the newspaper, and that JIMMY LNU did 
not resemble the pictures he had seen in the paper, 
could provide no further information at this time. 
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Transmit the following in 


Via _ 


AIRTEL 


F B ! 


Date: 


5/23/68 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(priority) 


TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM; SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 

MURKIN • . 

CR 

Enclosed for Memphis and Knoxville are two 
Avis Rent-A-Car contracts, two enclosures for Memphis, 
two- enclosures for Knoxville, concerning JAMES E. RAY, home 
address 4124 East Ridge Drive, Chattanooga, Tenn., P. 0. 

Box 1081. 

The following investigation V7as conducted by 
SA LEON ROSS GRABEN on 5/20/68, at Gulfport, Miss.; 

Mr. D. F, LIONBERGER, Manager, Avis Rent-A-Car, 
Biloxi-Gulfport Airport, advised that his office^is presently 
under an audit and during the course of examination of 
rental ^reemOnts executed during the year 1967, two agreements 
V 7 ere located in the name of JAMES E, RAY. Mr. LIONBERGER 
said he desired to bring this to the attention of the FBI 
due to the similarity of names. He advised that he has 
photos of the wanted man known as JAMES EARL RAY and is 
familiar V 7 ith the background in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING. He said he has no reason to believe the person 
represented on the rental agreements is identical to the 
RAJiT who killed Br. KING. 


- Mr. LIONBERGER pointed out that on the rental 
agreement number 7161294, the time out is listed as 

2 - Memphis (Encs . 2) (RM) ' / /" 0 ^ S3 '^ 

2 - Knoxville (Encs, 2) (RM) ( D ' ' 

Jackson SeaxMied — j — 

te/sac /I Serialirf ^ 

^ / / lndexed__ . 


W / — 


Searclred— 
Ser'ialized. 
Indexed — 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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3/31/67, at 5:15 p.m., and that the indicated time of 
return is 311161 , He advised this latter date, 3/1/67, 
should have been 4/1/67. 

It is noted that these tv/o rental agreements were 
executed in March, 1967, at a time when subject JAMES EARL 
RAY was allegedly in the Mississippi State Penitentiary, 

In the event JAMES E, RAY of Chattanooga, Tenn,, has 
not been located and eliminated, the Knoxville Division 
should locate and interviev? RAY, 

\ 

LEAD 

■ , KNOXVILLE 

AT CHATTANOOGA. TENNESSEE 


If not alerady done, JAMES E. RAY of 4124 East Rid 
Drive, Chattanooga, should be located and thoroughly interv 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS, 


/ 


- 2 - 




r-- 
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